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New Army 
protective 
gear to be 
rolled out 

By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Staff 
Sgt. Steven McQueen was near¬ 
ly killed when a pair of gunmen 
opened fire on a group of soldiers 
from the 1st Security Force Assis¬ 
tance Brigade who were visiting 
Camp Maiwand in Afghanistan’s 
eastern Logar province. 

Dressed as policemen, one at¬ 
tacker was armed with an AK-47 
assault rifle and the other operat¬ 
ed a PKM machine gun mounted 
in the rear of a pickup, taking aim 
at the soldiers as they entered a 
choke point on Sept. 3, McQueen 
said in an Army news release last 
week. 

“The plan was the fully auto¬ 
matic machine gun was going to 
open up on us and the AK was 
going to pick us off one by one,” 
said McQueen, who was assigned 
to the brigade’s Charlie Compa¬ 
ny, 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry 
Regiment. 

They managed to kill Command 
Sgt. M^. Timothy Bolyard, but 
McQueen’s life was saved by his 
Enhanced Combat Helmet, which 
stopped a round. Last week, at a 
ceremony meant to underscore 
the importance of protective gear 
amid a rollout of new, improved 
body armor, officials returned 
McQueen’s lifesaving headgear, 
now mounted to a plaque at Fort 
Belvoir, Va. 

SEE PROTECTIVE ON PAGE 4 



Devon L. SuiTs/Courtesy of the DOD 


The Integrated Head Protection 
System is displayed at Fort 
Belvoir, Va., on March 4. The 
heimet is part of the new Soldier 
Protection System, which will 
begin roliing out this month. 




WASHINGTON — The Pentagon on Tuesday unveiled its 
largest-ever budget request, asking Congress for $718.3 bil¬ 
lion that emphasizes the need to modernize the aging U.S. in¬ 
ventory of weapons, begins building a Space Force and would 
boost troops’ pay by 3.1 percent. 

President Donald Trump’s plan to boost defense spending 
for the third consecutive year — including some $32 billion 
for nuclear programs run by the Department of Energy for 
a total of some $750 billion for national defense — calls for 
a more than $33 billion increase from fiscal year 2019 de¬ 
fense spending allocated by Congress. The Pentagon’s bud¬ 
get proposal for fiscal year 2020 was released one day after 
the White House unveiled its $4.7 trillion spending plan for 
the federal government next year, which would cut domestic 
spending and foreign aid contributions. 

SEE BIG ON PAGE 6 
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Panel: Adjust gear 
for female troops, 
change VA motto 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Provid¬ 
ing female servicemembers with 
properly fitted protective equip¬ 
ment and encouraging the De¬ 
partment of Veterans Affairs to 
change its motto are among the 
recommendations laid out in an 
annual report to the secretary of 
defense. 

The Defense Advisory Commit¬ 
tee on Women in the Services, an 
advisory panel of civilian women 
and men, submits recommenda¬ 
tions in an annual report on poli¬ 
cies and issues affecting women 
in the military. Its 2018 report, 
released Monday, had nine rec¬ 
ommendations and identified one 
topic of continuing concern. 

This year, the group recom¬ 
mended that the secretary of 
defense encourage the VA to re¬ 
consider its department’s motto to 
be more gender inclusive. 

“The continued use of this 
motto undermines VA efforts to 
provide support and resources to 
servicewomen transitioning out 
of the mihtary because its gen¬ 
der-specific language sends an 
unwelcoming message of exclu¬ 
sion,” the report says. 

Adopted in 1959, the VA motto 
is a quote from President Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln’s second inaugural 
address from 1865: “To care for 


him who shall have borne the 
battle and for his widow and his 
orphan.” Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America has pushed 
the VA since 2017 to change the 
motto to reflect female veterans, 
but the department has said that 
it wouldn’t be changed. 

The committee also recom¬ 
mended that the services give 
female servicemembers personal 
protective equipment and gear 
that fits them properly. Current¬ 
ly, units scheduled to deploy are 
given priority when it comes to 
receiving newer equipment, in¬ 
cluding gear that is more fitted for 
female body types. 

“Poorly fitting equipment is a 
leading cause of injury in service- 
members. Given that most tradi¬ 
tional (equipment) was designed 
to fit men, women are the most 
likely to suffer from injuries as a 
result of incorrectly fitting gear,” 
the report says. 

With all military occupations 
open to women, the need for them 
to have access to properly fit¬ 
ted equipment is growing, they 
wrote. 

“Properly fitting equipment is 
essential to the success of individ¬ 
ual Service members as well as 
the military as a whole. Moreover, 
Service members need to be fa¬ 
miliarized with their combat gear 
to be fully prepared in the field,” 
they wrote. 



Ismael ORTEGA/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Female military training instructors attend basic training graduation last year at Joint Base San Antonio- 
Lackland, Texas. One of the recommendations from the Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the 
Services is that all services provide 21 days of parental leave. 


Another recommendation was 
for the secretary of defense to 
mandate that all services provide 
21 days of parental leave to “sec¬ 
ondary caregivers,” which used 
to be called paternity leave. The 
2017 National Defense Authori¬ 
zation Act increased the leave 
from 10 to 21 days, but the Navy 
and Marine Corps provide only 14 
days of leave. 

“Authorizing Service members 
the maximum allowable 21 days 
of nonchargeable secondary care¬ 
giver leave will afford equitable 
opportunities to all military mem¬ 
bers, enabhng them to best care 
for their families and promote re¬ 
tention,” the committee wrote. 


In addition to the recommen¬ 
dations, the committee noted a 
“continuing concern” in the re¬ 
port: the Marine Corps’ separate 
training of female recruits. The 
Marine Corps is the last service 
to not completely train male and 
female recruits together. 

While the group “is encouraged 
with the progress the Marine 
Corps is making, the Committee 
remains dedicated to ensuring 
that gender integration continues 
to progress in Marine Corps’ re¬ 
cruit training,” the report says. 
“The Committee believes inte¬ 
gration across all training units, 
military positions and occupa¬ 
tions will promote a culture of 


inclusion.” 

Other recommendations made 
by the committee are to require 
services to focus marketing ef¬ 
forts on realistic portrayals of 
female servicemembers; to have 
the Marine Corps eliminate a 
pregnancy status code used in the 
weight section of its performance 
evaluation form; and to expand an 
Air Force program to all the ser¬ 
vices to help transitioning female 
servicemembers learn about VA 
resources. 

The 2018 report can be read 
online at https://dacowits.defense. 
gov/. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 
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Board votes to retain Fitzgerald lieutenant 


Stars and Stripes 

A Navy board of inquiry found no reason 
to remove from the service a lieutenant 
charged last year in the fatal collision of 
the USS Fitzgerald, according to a report 
Monday by U.S. Naval Institute News. 

Lt. Irian Woodley was accused of failing 
in his duties the day the destroyer collided 
with a Philippine-flagged container ship 
in the waters south of Japan on June 17, 
2017. Seven sailors died as a result of the 


collision. 

After an Article 32 hearing in July, the 
charges against Woodley — derehction in 
the performance of duties through neglect 
resulting in death, negligent hazarding of 
a vessel and negligent homicide — were 
dropped. In an Article 32 hearing, like a 
preliminary hearing in civilian court, a mil¬ 
itary court rules whether enough evidence 
exists to take a criminal case to trial. 

Woodley was accused of failing to main¬ 


tain an accurate picture of the vessels 
around the ship, oversee watch standees 
in the combat information center and com¬ 
municate information and recommenda¬ 
tions to those driving the ship. 

After the charges against him were 
dropped, Woodley’s case went to a board of 
inquiry to determine whether he should be 
discharged. 

The board’s decision Friday is essential¬ 
ly the equivalent of an acquittal in court. 


Woodley’s lawyer, Lt. Cmdr. Justin McE- 
wen, told USNI. The board ruled unani¬ 
mously, 3-0, that the government did not 
prove a basis for separating Woodley from 
the service. 

“Because the government did not prove 
basis, the board did not need to answer the 
question whether Lt. Woodley would be 
retained or separated. He is automatically 
retained,” McEwen told USNI News. 

news^sfripes.com 


Air Force expansion 
spurs concern for 
Nev. wildlife refuge 


Associated Press 

CARSON CITY, Nev. — Con¬ 
servationists are rallying around 
a pair of legislative resolutions 
opposing the U.S. Air Force’s 
proposed expansion of a bomb¬ 
ing training range they say would 
threaten big horn sheep and other 
wildlife at a national refuge in 
southern Nevada. 

The conflict pits the interests 
of the military’s Nevada Test and 
Training Range, the largest of its 
kind in the world, against those 
of the Desert National Wildlife 
Refuge, the largest U.S. refuge 
outside Alaska. 

Established in 1940, the mili¬ 
tary range covering 4,531 square 
miles of federal land — nearly as 
big as the state of Connecticut 
— already includes about half of 
the 2,031-square-mile refuge cre¬ 
ated in 1936. 

The proposal, which requires 
Congressional approval, would 
withdraw an additional 468 
square miles currently co-man- 
aged by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service for military purposes 30 
miles northwest of Las Vegas. 

State Sen. Melanie Scheible, D- 
Las Vegas, and Assemblywoman 
Lesley Cohen, D-Henderson, 
said the nonbinding resolutions 
they’ve introduced in their re¬ 
spective chambers are aimed at 
protecting a refuge home to some 
of the most unique wildlife habi¬ 
tat in the country. 

“Expanding the military test¬ 
ing area into the refuge would 
decimate irreplaceable petro- 
glyphs, sand dunes and wild ani¬ 
mal populations,” Scheible said. 

“It would threaten the survival 


of the desert bighorn sheep and 
the desert tortoise and cut off 
public access to areas of great 
cultural, spiritual and recreation¬ 
al value,” Cohen added. 

The Air Force first filed no¬ 
tice in August 2016 of its intent 
to study the expansion of the 
“pre-eminent range for testing 
and evaluation of weapons sys¬ 
tems, tactics development and 
advanced combat training.” 

“The range and its infrastruc¬ 
ture are quickly becoming out¬ 
dated as rates of technological 
development of new weapons sys¬ 
tem and electronic warfare sys¬ 
tems accelerate,” the Air Force 
said in an environmental impact 
statement last October. “Since 
enemy technology has become 
increasingly advanced and com¬ 
plex, more space is needed to rep¬ 
licate threat configurations.” 

For example, modern aircraft 
approach their targets at an alti¬ 
tude of 30,000 feet — three times 
the altitude of older aircraft — 
and launch missiles from up to 12 
miles away. 

Dozens of people turned out 
in Carson City and Las Vegas on 
March 5 and 6 to testify in sup¬ 
port of the anti-expansion reso¬ 
lutions being considered by the 
state Senate and Assembly com¬ 
mittees on natural resources. 

The Las Vegas Review-Journal 
reported no one spoke in favor of 
the expansion. 

Leaders of the Montana-based 
Wild Sheep Foundation say it 
could derail efforts to support 
about 600 bighorn sheep in the 
Sheep Range, which boasts some 
of the species’ best habitat in the 




Above: An Air Force Bl-B 
bomber drops live bombs at 
the Nevada Test and Training 
Range in Indian Springs, Nev., 
in 2002. 

Left: People attend an 
orientation at the Clark County 
Shooting Complex in Las 
Vegas for hunters randomly 
picked for the annual bighorn 
sheep hunt inside the range. 
Conservationists are rallying 
around a pair of state legislative 
resolutions opposing the 
proposed expansion of an Air 
Force bombing training range. 

AP photos 


world. 

“Nevada has given enough to 
the military,” said Las Vegas 
architect and outdoor enthusi¬ 
ast Eric Roberts, according to 
the newspaper. “Nevada’s given 
enough land to have a 51st state in 
the union. It’s time we keep some 
for ourselves.” 

Congress is expected to act 


on the matter by 2021, when the 
existing land withdrawal last 
renewed in 1999 is scheduled to 
expire. 

The USAF EIS said that in order 
to increase realism, some blank 
small arms, hand flares, smoke 
grenades, paint balls or other 
training munitions are expended 
during certain operations. 


But Rebekah Mattes, a public 
affairs specialist for Nellis Air 
Force Base, said none of the al¬ 
ternatives under consideration 
would increase or change any 
bombing target impact areas. She 
said the range would continue to 
be co-managed with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 


Navy assists with suspected explosive device at Guam marina 


By Matthew M. Burke 
Stars and Stripes 

A marina near U.S. Naval Base Guam 
was evacuated for several hours Tuesday 
morning while law enforcement authorities 
checked out a possible explosive device. 

Guam’s offices of Homeland Security 
and Civil Defense received a call reporting 
the device at Agat Marina around 8 a.m., 
according to a joint statement released on 
social media. Agat is in the southwestern 


corner of the western Pacific island. 

A photo posted by the Pacific Daily News 
newspaper showed the item sitting atop an 
orange dumpster. It was square and ap¬ 
peared to have some sort of tablet taped to 
it. 

After the item was discovered, the ma¬ 
rina and surrounding area were evacuated 
and roadways were closed, the statement 
said. The Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Guam Fire Department, Guam Police De¬ 
partment, U.S. Navy Explosive Ordnance 


Disposal, U.S. Coast Guard Investigative 
Service and Port Police were called to the 
scene. 

Navy EOD arrived around 9 a.m. and as¬ 
sessed and secured the item, the joint state¬ 
ment and the Pacific Daily News reported. 

The area was deemed “all clear” at 12:15 
p.m. after authorities confirmed the pack¬ 
age was not a threat, U.S. Coast Guard Sec¬ 
tor Guam officials said in a statement. 

“All precautions were taken to ensure 
the safety of the public and all respond¬ 


ers,” the joint statement said. 

“The Agat Marina, surrounding waters 
and roadways are open and resume nor¬ 
mal operations.” 

Additional sweeps of the harbor were 
conducted. Coast Guard officials said. The 
suspicious package will be turned over to 
the FBI for analysis. 

Agat Marina is just a couple of miles 
from the Navy base as well as Naval Base 
Guam Ordnance Annex. 

burke.mattdJstripes.com 

















Page 4 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, March 13,2019 


MILITARY _ 

Recruit screening program under scrutiny 


By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

A Pentagon program designed 
to screen potential recruits with 
foreign ties, including holders of 
green cards as well as some U.S. 
citizens, has prompted questions 
from military officials about 
whether it will have detrimental 
effects on the services, according 
to emails and documents obtained 
by The Washington Post. 

Defense officials touted the 
program as a way to speed up 
vetting of recruits who have what 
the Pentagon considers “foreign 
nexus” risks. The process could 
be completed “in a matter of days 
or... in a few weeks, as compared 
to months and years” required 
under traditional background 
checks, according to one Defense 
Department memo. 

The program, which was tested 
by the Army last summer but has 
not been implemented, would rely 
on mining several existing govern¬ 
ment databases for information. 

But the new plan also may come 


with complications, according to 
emails obtained by The Post. That 
would be a concern for a military 
that has long sought to attract im¬ 
migrants to meet its recruiting 
goals in part by promoting the 
possibility of U.S. citizenship. 

Discussions about the program 
began in earnest after a federal 
judge issued a preliminary injunc¬ 
tion in November ordering the 
Pentagon to begin sending a back¬ 
log of thousands of green card 
recruits to initial training. The 
order came after two prospec¬ 
tive recruits — one born in China 
and interested in joining the Navy 
and one originally from Jamaica 
who planned to join the Air Force 
— sued the Pentagon, arguing that 
monthslong delays in screening 
had caused them harm. 

The two men were among 
thousands who were left in limbo 
after the Trump administration, 
citing security concerns, adopt¬ 
ed a policy in October 2017 that 
called for green card holders to 
submit to more stringent back¬ 
ground checks before they could 


go to boot camp. That was in ad¬ 
dition to standard requirements 
for green card applicants, such as 
biometrics screening. 

The program would need ap¬ 
proval in court to overcome the 
injunction. But internally, some 
defense officials have expressed 
concerns that it also will create 
some delays. 

Russ Beland, a senior civilian 
official in the Navy Department, 
said in a Feb. 27 email obtained 
by The Post that the estimates of¬ 
ficials were using to determine 
which recruits needed additional 
screening “may be far too low.” 

After assessing its pool of re¬ 
cruits waiting to go to initial 
training, the Navy determined 
that “somewhere between a third 
and half” could require new 
screening, he wrote. 

“I recognize there are risks 
from inadequate screening, but 
there are also risks from gapped 
billets,” Beland said, using mili¬ 
tary parlance for empty slots in 
training. 

In response, Lernes Hebert, a 


senior defense official oversee¬ 
ing personnel issues, said he was 
committed to working with the 
Navy Department on exceptions 
to the policy “if class seats are at 
risk of going vacant.” In that case, 
he wrote, the Pentagon would re¬ 
quire tracking recruits who are 
identified for additional screening 
to be completed “as soon as pos¬ 
sible” while they make their way 
through initial stages of training. 

Such exceptions would be rare, 
Hebert predicted, and would re¬ 
quire Pentagon approval. 

Beland said he had concerns 
about that too. By the time a re¬ 
cruiting command became aware 
of concerns about a recruit, it 
could be too late, he wrote. If 
every case must go up to that 
level at the Pentagon, he added, 
it “does not sound workable to 
me if we encounter widespread 
delays.” 

Beland, in an email, said that 
he could not comment on the 
messages because the policy is 
“in a pre-decisional state.” 

Hebert referred comment to 


the Pentagon’s public affairs 
office. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman. Air 
Force Lt. Col. Carla Gleason, said 
she was unable to address ques¬ 
tions but that the Defense De¬ 
partment needs “every qualified 
patriot who is willing and able 
to serve.” As of May 2018, about 
19,800 noncitizens were among 
the nation’s 1.2 million active- 
duty servicemembers. 

The Trump administration’s 
new restrictions on servicemem¬ 
bers with foreign ties also has 
included the end of a program 
launched in 2008 to attract foreign 
recruits with key medical and lan¬ 
guage skills. That effort, known 
as the Military Accessions Vital 
to National Interests program, 
offered a path to citizenship but 
ended in 2017 after U.S. officials 
concluded it was vulnerable to in¬ 
sider threats. 

The Pentagon began dis¬ 
charging some servicemembers 
who joined the military under 
MAVNI, but suspended the pro¬ 
cess in 2018. 



Photos by Devon L. SuiTs/Courtesy of the Department of Defense 


The new Soldier Protection System is displayed at Fort Belvoir, Va„ on March 4. It 
includes a modular scalable vest, a ballistic combat shirt and a ballistic combat belt. 


Protective: 

New gear designed 
for more flexibility 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

“Before this incident, I thought the hel¬ 
met was cumbersome, and it was overkill,” 
McQueen said. “I was sorely mistaken. 
This helmet works, and I’m a living testa¬ 
ment to it.” 

This month, the Army’s new Soldier 
Protection System will begin rolling out to 
conventional forces, starting with the 3rd 
Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Divi¬ 
sion, based at Fort Bragg, N.C. The system 
was designed to be lighter and more flexible 
than the current body armor while offering 
at least the same level of protection. 

McQueen was shot from about 20 feet 
away by a Russian 7.62x54mm round, 
which knocked him off his feet. 

It was like letting “a horse kick you in 
the back of the head,” he recalled at the 
ceremony. “I was surprised that I was able 
to react as quickly as I did because I knew 
what had happened ... I knew I was shot.” 

McQueen was able to help secure the 
team’s position during the attack, the Army 
said. Afterward, he was flown to Germany 
to be treated for a traumatic brain injury, 
but surgery wasn’t required. 

Two days after he was shot, he posted to 
Facebook that he was in Germany and had 
suffered a minor brain bruise. A first CT 
scan had shown blood on his brain, but it 
had cleared up by then. 

“Basically, the eight days that it took me 
to get to Fort Benning (from Germany), the 
brain bleed was healed,” he said last week. 
“Other than some physical therapy to cor¬ 
rect some balance issues, that’s the only 
treatment I’ve had.” 

The helmet he was wearing was origi¬ 
nally developed by the Marine Corps to 
protect troops from rifle rounds. The Army 
began fielding it to soldiers five years ago. 

The section of McQueen’s damaged 
headgear affixed to the plaque looks a bit 
like a stuffed animal torn open, with white 
cottony material spilling over the hard 
green shell. The fact that it did what it was 


designed to do validates the work that of¬ 
ficials do when fielding such equipment. 
Brig. Gen. Anthony Potts, head of the Ar¬ 
my’s Program Executive Office Soldier, 
said at the ceremony. 

“I want our equipment to make our sol¬ 
diers invincible,” Potts said in the Army 
statement. “We’re going to do our best to 
provide you the equipment that you need to 
go out there and fight and return.” 

Compared with McQueen’s older hel¬ 
met, the Army’s new version within SPS 

— the Integrated Head Protection System 

— “has shown a 100 percent improvement 
against a blunt force impact,” said Lt. Col. 
Ginger Whitehead, project manager for 
Soldier Protective Equipment. That means 
it dissipates energy from a strike even 
more effectively. 

The new helmet can also integrate a visor 
or a mandible protection device to guard 
a soldier’s face. It’s boltless design elimi¬ 
nates the need for pre-drilled holes that 
weaken the ballistic material and make it 
easier for soldiers to mount accessories. 

The new system’s rollout to conventional 
troops follows criticism that the gear cur¬ 


rently used by soldiers hampers their per¬ 
formance in certain circumstances. 

The Army’s current protective gear has 
been described as unsuitable for some ter¬ 
rain, such as Afghan mountains and Iraqi 
deserts, with much of the criticism cen¬ 
tered on weight. 

The Center for a New American Security 
in September found that troops now carry 
about 100 pounds of equipment, including 
27 pounds of personal protective gear, an 
increase of 20 pounds since World War II. 

A m^or feature of the SPS is that it can 
be tailored to suit different roles or envi¬ 
ronments by adding or removing compo¬ 
nents as required. The Army hopes it will 
help provide both the protection and the 
flexibility that soldiers need to carry out 
their missions. 

In addition to the helmet, the new SPS 
features a modular scalable vest based on 
the Improved Outer Tactical Vest, which 
debuted in 2008. The new design is intend¬ 
ed to better distribute the load and reduce 
stress on a soldier’s upper body. 

“This vest is lighter and cooler, has a 
greater range of motion, and a better fit,” 



Staff Sgt. Steven McQueen received 
his damaged Enhanced Combat Helmet 
during a ceremony on March 3. 


said 1st Lt. Dawn Ward, a platoon leader 
with 663rd Ordnance Company whose 
troops evaluated the system at Fort Car- 
son, Colo., as quoted in a 2017 Army news 
release. “It is a huge improvement.” 

The new system is made up of four tiers 
— soft armor; soft armor with plates; a vest 
with ballistic plates; and a ballistic combat 
shirt with built-in neck, shoulder and pelvic 
protection — and a belt that allows them to 
move much of what they now carry on their 
vest to their hips, the news release said. 

The combat shirt will be delivered to the 
3rd BCT this summer, the Army Times 
reported. At a later date, the brigade will 
also get new sets of protective glasses with 
lenses that transition from light shade to 
dark or the opposite for both day and low- 
light use, the newspaper reported. The tint 
shift takes less than a second, an Army 
website said. 

While a version of the system has been is¬ 
sued to the Security Force Assistance Bri¬ 
gades — specialized units designed to train 
and advise foreign forces — McQueen was 
not among the group issued that gear when 
he came under attack. 

His helmet is only the latest item to be 
returned since the attack. In January, he 
posted on Facebook about getting back his 
original camouflage helmet cover. 

“I have more thoughts and feelings than 
I can comprehend,” he wrote on Jan. 14. 
“As I put this old bullet struck cover on an¬ 
other helmet I realize how the Army really 
does roll along.” 

Wellman.phillip(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 
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Karam Jamal, a Syrian opposition activist, aid worker and journalist, 
looks out of the window of his apartment in Gaziantep, Turkey, 
in late 2014 after his release from a Syrian military prison in 
Damascus, where he says he was abused. 


Report: Imprisoned men in 
Syria face sexual violence 


By Louisa Loveluck 
The Washington Post 

BEIRUT — Syrian govern¬ 
ment forces are using widespread 
sexual violence to humiliate and 
silence male prisoners, psycholo¬ 
gists and a monitoring group said 
Monday, offering a rare window 
into a form of abuse rarely dis¬ 
cussed by its survivors. 

Eight years after the start 
of Syria’s uprising, more than 
100,000 detainees remain un¬ 
accounted for, most of them in 
Syrian government custody. Ac¬ 
cording to the United Nations and 
human rights groups, torture and 
abuse are systematic, and thou¬ 
sands, if not tens of thousands, 
of those detainees are probably 
dead. 

But while many forms of abuse 
are well-documented, the men 
who emerge from Syrian govern¬ 
ment cells — often after years of 
neglect in near-total darkness — 
rarely discuss the levels of sexual 
violence they encountered, and 
little psychological help is avail¬ 
able for survivors. 

According to a report released 
Monday by Lawyers and Doc¬ 
tors for Human Rights, a Syr¬ 
ian rights group, security forces 
have used rape and enforced 
sterilization, as well as the tying, 
burning and mutilation of men’s 
genitals, to force confessions and 
submission. 

The abuse has taken place at 
checkpoints, on journeys to prison 
and inside interrogation rooms, 
the group said. Several men said 
their jailers inserted a water hose 
into their anus and turned on the 
tap, causing the prisoners’ bodies 
to swell up. 

There are no accurate statis¬ 
tics for the scale of the sexual 
abuse inside Syrian custody, in 
part because survivors are scat¬ 
tered around the world. Former 
detainees also are often hesitant 
to report such abuse, particularly 
when they come from conserva¬ 
tive communities in which discus¬ 
sion of sexual violence is taboo. 

But of 138 people interviewed 
by LDHR, more than 40 percent 
reported some form of sexual as¬ 
sault. That figure rose to almost 
90 percent when describing in¬ 
stances of forced nudity ordered 
by their prison guards. 

“What is revealed is exten- 



Jamars legs are scarred with 
more than 100 cigarette burns 
inflicted at the prison where he 
spent more than a year. 

sive, pervasive and brutal sexual 
violence against Syrian political 
prisoners across time, govern¬ 
ment security agencies and their 
detention centers,” the group 
said. The testimonies were ac¬ 
companied 
by medical 
evaluations. 
Where possi¬ 
ble, experts in 
treating sex¬ 
ual violence 
then cross¬ 
checked the 
details from 
the survivors’ 
accounts 
and the 
evaluations. 

In inter¬ 
views with 
The Washing¬ 
ton Post, dozens of men formerly 
held in government prisons, par¬ 
ticularly in Damascus, described 
how they were ordered to strip 
before being severely beaten, or 
how they spent days lying naked 
alongside other prisoners in 
packed and squalid cells. Others 
reported extreme forms of sex¬ 
ual abuse involving mechanical 
tools or sharp objects. 

“These were moments when 
you didn’t recognize yourself as a 
human,” said one man, speaking 
on the condition of anonymity out 
of fear for his family’s security in 
government-held areas. “As I lay 
there, it wasn’t that I wanted to 
die. It was that I wished I’d never 
existed.” 


These 
were 
moments 
when you 
didn’t 
recognize 
yourseif as 
a human. ^ 

former Syrian 
prisoner 


As ISIS fight nears end, 
violence flares elsewhere 


By Bassem Mroue 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — While the final 
battle to retake Islamic State’s last 
pocket of territory rages in east¬ 
ern Syria, violence is escalating 
in the country’s northwest, pitting 
al-Qaida-linked militants against 
Syrian government forces. 

The alarming violence in the 
Idlib region threatens to unravel 
a truce reached between Turkey 
and Russia last year that averted 
a bloody assault by the govern¬ 
ment to retake the province, the 
last m^or rebel stronghold in 
war-torn Syria. The escalation 
raises fears once more of a mqjor 
assault by the forces of President 
Bashar Assad. 

Idlib has been in the hands of 
opposition forces for years, even 
as Assad’s military has succeeded 
in retaking other rebel enclaves 
one after the other. The province 
is now home to some 3 milhon peo¬ 
ple, many of them displaced from 
other former opposition territory. 

Earher this year, al-Qaida- 
hnked militants took over the 
province, squeezing out most other 
factions after clashes with Turkey- 
backed opposition fighters. 

Since then, Syrian government 
forces have intensified airstrikes 
and bombardment of Idhb towns. 
Since mid-February, some 100,000 
people have been displaced, large- 


Associated Press 

BAGHOUZ, Syria — Besieged 
by U.S.-backed forces in then- 
last foothold in eastern Syria, Is¬ 
lamic State militants are calling 
on supporters across the world to 
stage attacks in their defense, ac¬ 
cording to a newly released audio 
recording. 

The recording, purportedly 
from ISIS, came as the Kurdish- 
led Syrian Democratic Forces 
continued to face stiff resistance 
Tuesday from ISIS gunmen as 
U.S.-backed fighters try to push 
deeper into the village of Baghouz, 
on the eastern bank of the Euphra¬ 
tes River. 

The brief, minute-and-a-half re¬ 
cording, released by ISIS support¬ 
ers on social media and reported 
by the SITE Intelligence Group 
late Monday, said men, women 
and children in Baghouz are 
being subjected to a “holocaust by 
the crusaders,” which is militant 
jargon for the U.S.-led coalition 
against ISIS. 

In the audio, an unidentified 
ISIS mihtant calls on Muslim 
“brothers in Europe and in the 
whole world” to “rise against the 
crusaders and ... take revenge for 
your rehgion.” As the man speaks, 
cracks of gunfire can be heard in 
the background, apparently meant 
to suggest that he is in Baghouz. 


ly by government bombardment, 
and have fled to villages deeper in 
rebel-held territory, according to 
the Britain-based Syrian Observa¬ 
tory of Human Rights. The group 
said about 140 people, including 
69 civilians, have been killed. 

The mounting violence points to 
how Syria’s nearly eight-year civil 
war still has the capability to burst 
once more into mqjor bloodshed. 
The focus of the U.S. and other 
countries has been on defeating 
ISIS, and Assad’s conflict with his 
opponents has quieted in recent 
months after government victo¬ 
ries and the truce. But the root of 
that conflict remains. 

Militants from an al-Qaida- 
hnked group called Hayat Tahrir 
al-Sham — or HTS, Arabic for the 
Levant Liberation Committee — 
have also stepped up their attacks 
in retaliation, they say, for the gov¬ 
ernment bombardment. 

In the early hours of a cold 
morning earlier this month, mil¬ 
itants attacked several Syrian 
army positions and checkpoints 
on the edge of Idlib, in the village 
of Masasneh, killing nearly two 
dozen soldiers — one of the most 
serious attacks on government 
forces since the truce reached in 
September. The attack triggered 
hours of fighting and bombard¬ 
ment that killed and wounded 
dozens of insurgents. 

The Syrian Foreign Ministry 


“Crusaders’ warplanes” and 
“Kurdish atheists” are attacking 
his people, the man says. The re¬ 
cording’s authenticity couldn’t be 
independently verified. 

The U.S.-backed forces re¬ 
sumed their offensive against ISIS 
on Sunday night after thousands of 
civilians and hundreds of fighters 
left the last sliver held by the ex¬ 
tremists. Since then, 38 militants 
and three SDF fighters have been 
killed, according to SDF spokes¬ 
man Mustafa Bali. 

Argish al-Deiri, an SDF com¬ 
mander in Baghouz who identified 
himself by his nom de guerre, told 
The Associated Press on Tuesday 
that his men advanced overnight 
and secured some positions on the 
edge of a tent settlement where 
ISIS militants are making their 
last stand. 

“We entered the camp, then 
stopped,” he said. “There was re¬ 
sistance, and we withdrew. The 
planes struck the ammunition 
depot,” setting off explosions that 
halted the push. 

He said ISIS militants were 
fighting back with heavy weap¬ 
ons, rifles and sniper fire, forcing 
SDF fighters to slow their advance 
so that “you don’t lose your men.” 
He said he hoped the ISIS fighters 
will surrender in the coming “few 
days.” 


warned afterward that the mili¬ 
tary was in “full readiness” to 
deal with repeated violations of 
the truce. 

Russia, which backs Assad, and 
Turkey, which supports opposition 
factions, put together the truce in 
September. They agreed to es¬ 
tablish a 9- to 12-mile-deep de¬ 
militarized zone in Idlib in which 
they said mihtants will not have a 
presence. 

The deal also offered the Syr¬ 
ian government and Russia one 
of their main demands — open¬ 
ing two key highways that pass 
through Idlib and link northern 
Syria with Damascus and other 
cities. But neither provision was 
implemented despite a deadline 
for opening the roads by the end 
of 2018. 

Still, the truce has been vital to 
keeping a degree of calm and pre¬ 
venting an all-out battle for Idlib 
that could be extremely bloody 
and drag in Russia and Turkey. 

The U.S. deputy ambassador 
at the United Nations, Jonathan 
Cohen, last month expressed 
American concern over the in¬ 
crease in government airstrikes 
and other violence in Idlib. 

“Any m^or mihtary operation 
in Idlib would be a reckless esca¬ 
lation of the conflict and would re¬ 
sult in a humanitarian catastrophe 
far beyond what we’ve witnessed,” 
he said. 
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Big: Analysts describe 
plan as gimmicky, ‘flat’ 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Senior defense officials de¬ 
scribed their budget plans as “a 
mgjor milestone” in preparing 
the military for the great-power 
competition that they believe 
will shape the Pentagon’s needs 
for years to come as rival na¬ 
tions Russia and China build 
new classes of weapons and seek 
to challenge the United States’ 
long-held global dominance. The 
budget is the first of the Trump 
administration’s to focus pri¬ 
marily on potential conflict with 
near-peer adversaries over the 
conflicts American troops have 
been fighting for nearly two de¬ 
cades in places including Afghan¬ 
istan, Iraq and Syria, the officials 
said. 

Acting Defense Secretary Pat 
Shanahan, who largely shaped 
the budget plans in his former 
role as the department’s No. 2, 
has referred to the 2020 bud¬ 
get proposal as the Pentagon’s 
“masterpiece.” 

“If we want peace, adversar¬ 
ies need to know there is no path 
to victory through fighting us,” 
David Norquist, who is perform¬ 
ing the duties of undersecretary 
of defense, said Monday of the 
budget proposal’s focus on po¬ 
tential conflict with Russia or 
China. 

Some not impressed 

But even with some key law¬ 
makers’ endorsement of Trump’s 
plans to increase defense spend¬ 
ing, analysts who closely monitor 
the Pentagon’s budget predicted 
the 2020 proposal was unlikely to 
pass muster on Capitol Hill. 

A major hurdle for the spend¬ 
ing plan is the use of the Overseas 
Contingency Operations account, 
the Pentagon’s war chest of money 
to be spent for combat operations 
that is kept separate from its base 
budget, for basic defense func¬ 
tions. Another hurdle is the more 
than $3 billion in the proposal to 
help fund Trump’s wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

Todd Harrison, the director of 
defense budget analysis at Wash¬ 
ington think tank the Center for 
Strategic and International Stud¬ 
ies, described the Pentagon’s at¬ 
tempt to funnel nearly $100 billion 
in base spending through the OCO 
account as a “gimmick.” 

Analysts at the conservative 
think tank American Enterprise 
Institute also criticized the OCO 


plan, as well as the use of Pen¬ 
tagon funds for Trump’s border 
wall, and they described the over¬ 
all spending proposal as “flat.” 

The budget proposal “continues 
to repair military readiness, but 
that’s it,” AEI analysts Macken¬ 
zie Eaglen and Rick Berger wrote 
Monday. “A flat budget only treads 
water ... and continues the famil¬ 
iar approach of punting today’s 
problems to the future.” 

In its request, the Pentagon 
asked Congress for $545 billion in 
base defense spending and rough¬ 
ly $66.7 billion to fund ongoing 
warfighting and mqjor training 
operations including in Afghani¬ 
stan, Syria, Iraq and in eastern 
Europe, where American troops 
train with NATO partners to deter 
Russian aggression. 

But the Defense Department 
also asked for another $98 billion 
in what it described as OCO funds 
“for base requirements,” money 
for things such as ammunition and 
unit-level training exercises that 
typically would be included in its 
base request. 

The use of OCO money for base 
functions is designed to skirt con- 
gressionally mandated budget 
caps first introduced in the Bud¬ 
get Control Act of 2011. Those 
caps, now set at $576 billion, were 
designed to keep defense spending 
in check with domestic spending. 

Elaine A. McCusker, the Penta¬ 
gon’s deputy comptroller, said the 
OCO structure was determined by 
the White House’s Office of Man¬ 
agement and Budget. 

The fiscal year 2020 budget 
proposal also adds a new account, 
described as an emergency fund 
that would replenish any military 
construction funding used in 2019 
to pay for Trump’s border wall 
and to rebuild installations dam¬ 
aged last year by hurricanes. That 
fund of $9.2 billion also includes 
some $3.6 billion earmarked for 
new southwest border wall con¬ 
struction next year, should Trump 
demand it. 

Priorities clear 

Despite the budget structure, 
the proposal outlines the Penta¬ 
gon’s priorities. It allocates $191.6 
billion for the Army, $204.8 bil¬ 
lion for the Air Force, $194.6 bil¬ 
lion for the Navy and $55.7 billion 
for the Marine Corps. 

It would boost end strength 
with a moderate increase of about 
7,700 troops, bringing the mili¬ 
tary to a total of 2,140,300 troops, 
including active-duty, reservists 


FY 2020 Total Base and OCO Funding 


By Appropriation Title_By Military Department 


Military Construction and 
Family Housing, other 
$22.5B 



Defense-wide 

$116.6B 


Air Force 
$204.8B 



FY 2020 Request: $718 billion 


‘Includes emergency funds ‘Numbers may not add up due to rounding 

SOURCE: US Department of Defense Noga Aivii-RAV/Stars and Stripes 


and National Guard members. 

The proposal includes the larg¬ 
est boost in research and design 
since World War II, according 
to Pentagon documents. It pro¬ 
poses spending $3.7 billion to 
develop unmanned and autono¬ 
mous systems, nearly $1 billion 
for artificial intelligence and ma¬ 
chine-learning technology, $2.6 
billion for hypersonic missile 
development and some $235 mil¬ 
lion to research and test directed 
energy systems, such as laser 
weapons. 

It pours $14 billion into space 
functions — including $72.4 mil¬ 
lion to establish the headquarters 
of the Space Force, Trump’s pro¬ 
posed sixth military branch — in 
an effort to improve satellite com¬ 
munications and space-based de¬ 
fense systems. It includes another 
$9.6 billion for cyberoperations 
meant to improve offensive and 
defensive cyberspace operations, 
to improve network security and 
to modernize the Pentagon’s 
cloud-based systems. 

The Pentagon proposal would 
invest heavily in air power. It 
would purchase 78 F-35 Light¬ 
ning IIs, the advanced fifth- 
generation fighter jet, for $11.2 
billion, but it would also spend 
more than $3 billion on fourth- 
generation fighter jets and pur¬ 
chase 24 F/A-18 Super Hornets 


and eight F-15EX Advanced 
Eagles. 

Also, it would spend $34.7 bil- 
hon on shipbuilding, growing the 
deployable force of Navy warships 
from 296 in 2019 to 301. 

The budget would invest another 
$14.6 billion in ground-based vehi¬ 
cles. It would add more than 4,000 
Joint Light Tactical Vehicles, the 
replacement for Humvees, to the 
Army and Marine Corps for $1.6 
billion. It would modernize 166 
M-1 Abrams tanks for $2.2 billion 
and add 56 amphibious combat 
vehicles for $400 million and 131 
upgraded armored personnel car¬ 
riers for $600 million. 

For troops, the 3.1 percent raise 
would be the largest since 2010, 
when troops received a 3.4 per¬ 
cent income boost. 

The raise 

The proposed raise next year 
would provide junior enlisted sol¬ 
diers with a more than $700 in¬ 
come boost. It would amount to a 
raise of more than $2,300 per year 
for an 0-3 grade officer who has 
served for eight years. The raises 
would come in January if Con¬ 
gress chooses to enact them. 

While Senate Republicans 
praised the increase in defense 
spending, the Pentagon’s 2020 
budget proposal is expected to be 


a hard sell for the Democrat-con¬ 
trolled House of Representatives. 
Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash., the 
chairman of the House Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee, for example, has 
previously said yearly increases 
in defense spending are unrealis¬ 
tic, telling reporters in December 
that he expected the military to do 
more with less money. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Jim Inhofe, 
R-Okla., the chairman of the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee, 
said Monday that he was on board 
with the president’s $750 bilhon 
defense budget proposal, but he 
stopped short of endorsing its use 
of OCO funds to stay below budget 
caps, calling instead for Congress 
to lift them. 

“This top line makes the needed 
investment in our national de¬ 
fense and meets the recommen¬ 
dations of the National Defense 
Strategy Commission to provide 
real growth to the defense bud¬ 
get,” Inhofe said in a statement. 
“... In order to ensure our mihtary 
gets the investment it desperately 
needs, we must work immediately 
to raise the budget caps — or ex¬ 
empt defense from the caps — so 
we can ensure the top line defense 
budget rightfully reflects our 
priorities.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Trump seeks 9.5 percent budget increase for a total of about $220B 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s budget request 
for fiscal 2020, released Mon¬ 
day, seeks another boost for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
— one of the few domestic agen¬ 
cies for which he suggested an in¬ 
crease in spending. 


The total request for the VA 
came in at about $220 billion — up 
9.5 percent from fiscal 2019, when 
the agency’s budget surpassed 
$200 billion for the first time. 

“The budget supports the most 
significant transformation of VA 
since its inception, positioning the 
department as the premier pro¬ 
vider for veterans’ services and 


benefits,” VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie said in a statement. “This 
is a significant increase in VA 
funding and demonstrates the 
administration’s commitment to 
supporting our Veterans.” 

The budget plan is Trump’s 
third — and it’s the third time he’s 
suggested an increase for the VA, 
continuing a pattern set by previ¬ 
ous administrations. The agency’s 


budget has increased consistently 
since the beginning of the Iraq 
and Afghanistan wars. In 2009, it 
operated on a $90 billion budget. 

Among the proposals. Trump 
requests $80 billion for VA medi¬ 
cal care. 

Nearly $9 billion was proposed 
to implement the VA Mission Act, 
mqjor reform legislation Congress 
approved last year that expands 


veterans’ access to private doc¬ 
tors. And the plan includes $1.6 
bilhon for a multibillion-doUar, 
multiyear project to overhaul the 
agency’s electronic medical re¬ 
cords and aUow for seamless ac¬ 
cess between the VA and Defense 
Department. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentiing 
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Trump's proposal 
counts on robust 
growth, deep cuts 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump proposed a record 
$4.7 trillion budget, pushing the 
federal deficit past $1 trillion but 
counting on optimistic growth, 
accounting shuffles and steep do¬ 
mestic cuts to bring future spend- 

AikiAivcic balance 

ANALYSIS in 15 years. 

Reviving his 
border wall fight with Congress, 
Trump wants more than $8 billion 
for the barrier with Mexico, and 
he’s also asking for a big boost in 
military spending. That’s along¬ 
side steep cuts in health care and 
economic support programs for 
the poor that Democrats — and 
even some Republicans — will 
oppose. 

Trump on Monday called his 
plan a bold next step for a nation 
experiencing “an economic mira¬ 
cle.’’ House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
called his cuts “cruel and short¬ 
sighted ... a road map to a sicker, 
weaker America.” 

Presidential budgets tend to be 
seen as aspirational blueprints, 
rarely becoming enacted policy, 
and Trump’s proposal for the new 
fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1, 
sets up a showdown with Congress 
over priorities, especially as he re¬ 
ignites his push for money to build 
the U.S.-Mexico border wall. 

The deficit is projected to hit 
$1.1 trillion in the 2020 fiscal 
year, the highest in a decade. 
The administration is counting 
on robust growth, including from 
the Republican tax cuts — which 
Trump wants to make permanent 
— to push down the red ink. Some 
economists, though, say the bump 
from the tax cuts is waning, and 
they project slower economic ex¬ 
pansion in coming years. 

The national debt is $22 trillion. 

Even with his own projections, 
Trump’s budget would not come 
into balance for a decade and a 
half, rather than the traditional 
hope of balancing in 10. 

Titled “A Budget for a Better 
America: Promises Kept. Taxpay¬ 
ers First,” Trump’s proposal “em¬ 
bodies fiscal responsibility,” said 
Russ Vought, the acting director 
of the Office of Management and 
Budget. Despite the large project¬ 
ed deficits, Vought said the admin¬ 
istration has “prioritized reining 
in reckless Washington spending” 
and shows “we can return to fiscal 
sanity.” 

The budget calls the approach 
“MAGAnomics,” after the pres¬ 
ident’s “Make America Great 
Again” campaign slogan. 

Some fiscal watchdogs, though, 
panned the effort as more piling on 
of debt by Trump with no course 
correction in sight. 

Maya MacGuineas, president of 
the Committee for a Responsible 
Federal Budget, said Trump “re¬ 


lies on far too many accounting 
gimmicks and fantasy assump¬ 
tions and puts forward far too few 
actual solutions.” She warned the 
debt load will lead to slower in¬ 
come growth and stalled opportu¬ 
nities for Americans. 

Perhaps most notably among 
spending proposals. Trump is re¬ 
turning to his border wall fight. 
Fresh off the longest government 
shutdown in history, his 2020 plan 
shows he is eager to confront Con¬ 
gress again over the wall. 

The budget proposes increasing 
defense spending to $750 billion — 
and building the new Space Force 
as a military branch — while re¬ 
ducing nondefense accounts by 5 
percent, with cuts recommended 
to economic safety-net programs 
used by many Americans. The 
$2.7 trillion in proposed reduc¬ 
tions over the decade is higher 
than any administration in history, 
they say. 

On Capitol Hill, the budget 
landed without much fanfare from 
Trump’s GOP allies, while Demo¬ 
crats found plenty not to like. 

“Dangerous,” not serious, a 
“sham,” they said. Senate Demo¬ 
cratic Leader Chuck Schumer 
called it an “Alice in Wonderland 
document.” 

The plan sticks to budget caps 
that both parties have routinely 
broken in recent years. To stay 
within the caps, it shifts $165 bil¬ 
lion of the military spending to an 
overseas contingency fund, which 
some fiscal hawks view as an ac¬ 
counting gimmick. 

The budget slashes $2 trillion 
from health care spending while 
trying to collect $100 million in 
new fees from the electronic ciga¬ 
rette industry to help combat a 
surge in underage vaping. It pro¬ 
vides money to fight opioid addic¬ 
tion and $291 million to “defeat the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic.” 

It cuts the Department of Hous¬ 
ing and Urban Development by 16 
percent and Education by 10 per¬ 
cent, but includes $1 billion for a 
child care fund championed by 
the president’s daughter, Ivanka 
Trump, a White House adviser. 

Trump is returning to old battles 
while refraining from unveiling 
many new initiatives. He reopens 
plans for repealing “Obamacare,” 
imposing work requirements for 
those receiving government aid 
and slashing the Environmental 
Protection Agency by about a third 
— all ideas Congress has rejected 
in the past. 

The budget proposes $200 bil¬ 
lion toward infrastructure, much 
lower than the $1 trillion plan 
Trump once envisioned, but does 
not lay out a sweeping new plan. 

By refusing to raise the budget 
caps. Trump is signaling a fight 
ahead. The president has resisted 
big, bipartisan budget deals that 
break the caps — threatening to 
veto one last year — but Congress 



Susan Walsh/AP 

Office of Management and Budget acting Director Russeli Vought 
testifies Tuesday before the House Budget Committee on Capitol Hill 
in Washington during a hearing on the fiscal year 2020 budget. 


Trump’s 2020 budget 

Most domestic spending would be reduced under a 2020 fiscal year 
budget proposed by President Donald Trump. 

Proposed funding changes for Cabinet departments 


Veterans Affairs 
Homeland Security 
Defense 
Treasury 
Commerce 
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-16.4 •— 
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- Justice 

- Labor 

- Energy 

- Interior 

- Health and Human Services 

- Education 

- Agriculture 

- Housing and Urban Development 

- Transportation 

- State/International programs 


Major federal agencies 


-31.0 


-31.2 


NASA 


■O +1.4% 



Social Security Administration 
Small Business Administration 
National Science Foundation 
Other agencies 
Corps of Engineers 
Environmental Protection Agency 


SOURCE: White House Office of Management 
and Budget, AP 

will need to find agreement on 
spending levels to avoid another 
federal shutdown in the fall. 

Conservatives railed for years 
against deficits that rose during 
the first years of Barack Obama’s 
administration as tax revenue 
plummeted and spending in¬ 
creased during the Great Reces¬ 
sion. But even with Republican 
control of Congress during the 
first two years of the Trump ad¬ 
ministration, deficits were on a 
steady march upward. 

The Democratic chairman of 
the House Budget Committee, 
Rep. John Yarmuth, of Kentucky, 
said Trump added nearly $2 tril¬ 
lion to deficits with the GOP’s “tax 
cuts for the wealthy and large cor¬ 
porations, and now it appears his 
budget asks the American people 
to pay the price.” 

The border wall remains a sig¬ 
nature issue for the president, 
even though Congress refuses to 
give him more money for it. 

To circumvent Congress, Trump 


Noga Aivii-RAV/Stars and Stripes 


declared a national emergency at 
the border last month as a way to 
access funding. Lawmakers are 
uneasy with that and set to vote in 
the Senate to terminate his national 
emergency declaration. Congress 
appears to have enough votes to 
reject Trump’s declaration but 
not enough to overturn a veto. The 
standoff over the wall led to a 35- 
day partial government shutdown, 
the longest in US. history. 

There’s also money to hire more 
than 2,800 additional law enforce¬ 
ment officers, including Border 
Patrol agents, at a time when 
many Democrats are calling for 
cuts to — or even the elimination 
of — Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. 

The wall with Mexico played a 
big part in Trump’s campaign for 
the White House, and it’s expected 
to again be featured in his 2020 re- 
election effort. 

He used to say Mexico would 
pay for it, but Mexico has refused 
to do so. 


Taliban, 

US claim 
peace talks 
‘progress’ 

Associated Press 

DOHA, Qatar — The longest 
peace talks between the U.S. and 
the Taliban to end America’s 17- 
year war in Afghanistan conclud¬ 
ed Tuesday night in Qatar, with 
both sides saying progress had 
been made. 

The nearly two weeks of talks 
produced two draft agreements 
between the mihtants and the 
U.S. government on a “withdraw¬ 
al timeline and effective counter¬ 
terrorism measures,” American 
envoy Zalmay Khalilzad wrote on 
Twitter. 

The diplomat said he’d go to 
Washington and meet with other 
concerned parties, likely includ¬ 
ing the Afghan government, 
which did not take part in the 13 
days of face-to-face talks in Doha, 
the Qatari capital. 

“The conditions for #peace 
have improved,” Zalmay wrote. 
“It’s clear all sides want to end 
the war. Despite ups and downs, 
we kept things on track and made 
real strides.” 

The Taliban issued a statement, 
similarly saying “progress was 
achieved” on both of those issues. 
It stressed no cease-fire deal had 
been reached, nor any agree¬ 
ment for it to speak to the Afghan 
government. 

“For now, both sides will delib¬ 
erate over the achieved progress, 
share it with their respective 
leaderships and prepare for the 
upcoming meeting, the date of 
which shall be set by both negotia¬ 
tion teams,” the statement read. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
when the next round of talks 
would begin. 

A Taliban official at the talks, 
who earlier spoke to The Associ¬ 
ated Press on condition of ano¬ 
nymity, said the main sticking 
point remained when U.S. forces 
would withdraw. The Taliban 
want a withdrawal within three to 
five months, while the U.S. is say¬ 
ing it will take 18 months to two 
years, he said. 

Another sticking point would 
be a demand from America that 
the Taliban guarantee Afghani¬ 
stan would never again host mih¬ 
tants that would launch an attack 
against it. The Taliban has said 
it can agree to a general promise 
but remains unwiUing to identify 
specific groups in its pledge. 

Osama bin Laden’s successor 
in al-Qaida, Ayman al-Zawahri, is 
beheved to be hiding in Afghani¬ 
stan. Scores of other militants 
from Arab countries are also be¬ 
lieved to be living in Afghanistan. 

The talks have taken place at 
one of the most luxurious resorts 
in Qatar, a tiny, energy-rich coun¬ 
try that sticks out like a thumb into 
the Persian Gulf. A glamorous fe¬ 
male pianist playing everything 
from Chopin to Mariah Carey 
provided a soundtrack to the jour¬ 
nalists loitering around the hotel, 
straining to get any information 
about the closed-door talks. 
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Confederate statue being 
removed in Winston-Salem 



Tom Foreman Jr./AP 


A workman prepares a Confederate staute for removal on Tuesday, 
in Winston-^lem, N.C. Crews began removing the statue Sunday 
from the grounds of an old courthouse. 


By Tom Foreman Jr. 

Associated Press 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — A 
construction crew was preparing 
to take down a Confederate statue 
in a North Carolina city Tues¬ 
day morning, a rare move in a 
state where such monuments are 
largely protected by law. 

Two cranes were set up on ei¬ 
ther side of the statue in Winston- 
Salem and traffic was blocked on 
a main downtown thoroughfare. 

At one point, a worker on a 
cherry picker was raised up to 
the top of the statue and appeared 
to be looking at how to attach a 
chain or harness. 

Winston-Salem Mayor Allen 
Joines said in a phone interview 
that he hoped work would be fin¬ 
ished by the end of the day. As of 
mid-morning workers appeared 
to have attached a harness and 
were preparing what he described 
as a “security frame” with pieces 
of wood to protect the statue dur¬ 
ing its removal. 

“We are underway in the relo¬ 
cation of the monument,” Joines 
said. 

Joines said the statue will 
eventually be moved to historic 
Salem Cemetery. Before that, it 
will be put into temporary stor¬ 
age while a site at the cemetery is 
prepared. 

“We realize that there are very 
strong feelings on both sides of 
this issue, so what we’ve tried to 
do is devise a solution that rec¬ 
ognizes both sides,” he said, de¬ 
scribing its eventual home in the 
cemetery as “a very dignified 
and appropriate location for the 
statue.” 

At the site, several onlookers 
were out, and temporary con¬ 
crete barriers were blocking traf¬ 
fic in several directions. Standing 
across the street from the statue, 
Howard Snow said the city was 
wasting money by taking the 
statue down and that the money 
could be put to better use. 

Winston-Salem had more lee¬ 
way than most North Carolina 
cities because the old courthouse 
property had passed into private 
hands. A 2015 North Carolina law 
all but prohibits the permanent 


removal of Confederate statues 
from public land. 

In January, a judge denied a re¬ 
quest by the United Daughters of 
The Confederacy for a temporary 
restraining order to prevent the 
removal of the statue. Winston- 
Salem city officials had given 
the group until the end of that 
month to move the statue from 
the grounds of the building that 
now houses apartments or the 
city would remove the monument 
itself 

The mayor has proposed mov¬ 
ing it to the cemetery. 

North Carolina has been at the 
forefront of the debate over what 
to do with Confederate monu¬ 
ments as one of three southern 
states with the most statues, ac¬ 
cording to the Southern Poverty 
Law Center. A state tally shows 
Confederate monuments are lo¬ 
cated at contemporary or historic 
courthouses in about half of the 
state’s counties. 


Some statues had been relocat¬ 
ed by North Carolina cities in the 
years before the 2015 law went 
into effect, but since then, local 
governments have been all but 
blocked from doing so under the 
law that allows relocation only 
in very narrow circumstances. 
Two North Carolina Confederate 
statues have been torn down by 
protesters. 

Critics argue many Confeder¬ 
ate statues were built decades 
after the Civil War to promote 
white supremacy. Supporters 
counter that the monuments are 
simply memorials to ancestors 
who fought and died protecting 
their homes. 

The approximately 30-foot 
high monument includes a gran¬ 
ite statue atop a base and column 
and was dedicated in 1905. It de¬ 
picts an anonymous soldier in a 
Confederate uniform resting his 
rifle stock against the ground. 


Talking with Pence at closed-door event, 
Cheney criticizes Trump foreign policy 


By Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—Former Vice 
President Dick Cheney criticized 
President Donald Trump’s for¬ 
eign policy, even comparing it to 
that of former President Barack 
Obama, in a striking rebuke of 
the president by a member of his 
own party. 

Speaking with Vice President 
Mike Pence this past weekend at a 
closed-door retreat hosted by the 
American Enterprise Institute in 
Sea Island, Ga., Cheney warned 
that American allies were ques¬ 
tioning the dependability of the 
US. as a result of Trump’s public 


statements. Cheney, known for 
his hawkish foreign policy views, 
specifically highlighted Trump’s 
public complaints about the role 
of NATO and the surprise an¬ 
nouncement of the withdrawal of 
troops from Syria. 

Cheney’s remarks, which 
were first reported Monday by 
The Washington Post, were con¬ 
firmed by a person in the room. 
The person requested anonymity 
because of the conference’s off- 
the-record nature. 

Cheney also raised alarm over 
news reports that Trump does not 
spend sufficient time with his in¬ 
telligence briefers as well as over 


frequent staff churn in key na¬ 
tional security postings. Cheney 
also suggested repeatedly that 
Trump’s transactional view of 
foreign policy — including a focus 
on what allies contribute to their 
defense — was misguided. 

Pence joked about the absence 
of “softball” questions before the 
annual gathering of conservative 
thinkers, politicians and business 
leaders. He also sought to counter 
some of Cheney’s criticisms about 
Trump’s handling of North Korea 
and Syria. 

A spokesperson for Pence did 
not immediately respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment Monday. 


Pelosi waves off 
impeachment; 
cites divisiveness 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi is setting 
a high bar for impeachment of 
President Donald Trump, saying 
he is “just not worth it” even as 
some on her left flank clamor to 
start proceedings. 

Pelosi said in an interview with 
The Washington Post that “I’m 
not for impeachment” of Trump. 

“Unless there’s something so 
compelling and overwhelming 
and bipartisan, I don’t think we 
should go down that path, because 
it divides the country,” she said. 

While she has made similar 
comments before, Pelosi is mak¬ 
ing clear to her caucus and to vot¬ 
ers that Democrats will not move 
forward quickly with trying to 
remove Trump from office. It’s 
a departure from her previous 
comments that Democrats are 
waiting on special counsel Robert 
Mueller to lay out findings from 
his Russia investigation before 
considering impeachment. 

That thinking among Demo¬ 
crats has shifted, slightly, in part 
because of the possibility that 
Mueller’s report will not be de¬ 
cisive and because his investiga¬ 
tion is more narrowly focused. 
Instead, House Democrats are 
pursuing their own broad, high- 
profile investigations that will 
keep the focus on Trump’s busi¬ 
ness dealings and relationship 
with Russia, exerting congres¬ 
sional oversight without having to 
broach the I-word. 

Oversight and Reform Commit¬ 
tee Chairman Elijah Cummings, 
one of the lawmakers leading 
those investigations, said he 
agrees with Pelosi and Congress 
needs “to do our homework.” He 
said impeachment “has to be a bi¬ 
partisan effort, and right now it’s 
not there.” 

“I get the impression this mat¬ 
ter will only be resolved at the 
polls,” Cummings said. 


Still, Pelosi’s comments are 
certain to stoke a stubborn ten¬ 
sion with those who believe im¬ 
peachment proceedings should 
have begun on day one of the new 
Congress. Some new freshman 
Democrats who hail from solidly 
liberal districts haven’t shied 
away from the subject. 

Billionaire activist Tom Steyer, 
who is bankrolling a campaign 
pushing for Trump’s impeach¬ 
ment, shot back at Pelosi on Mon¬ 
day: “Speaker Pelosi thinks ‘he’s 
just not worth it?’ Well, is defend¬ 
ing our legal system ‘worth it?’ Is 
holding the president account¬ 
able for his crimes and cover-ups 
‘worth it?’ Is doing what’s right 
‘worth it?’ Or shall America just 
stop fighting for our principles and 
do what’s politically convenient.” 

Other lawmakers who have 
called for impeachment looked 
at Pelosi’s comments more prac¬ 
tically. Rep. Brad Sherman, 
D-Calif, who filed articles of 
impeachment against Trump on 
the first day of the new Congress 
in January, acknowledged that 
there is not yet public support for 
impeachment, but noted that Pe¬ 
losi “didn’t say ‘I am against it if 
the public is clamoring for it.’” 

Sherman said the multiple 
Democratic investigations of 
Trump might be a substitute for 
impeachment, but “it’s also pos¬ 
sible it will be a prelude.” 

Republicans alternately 

praised Pelosi and were skepti¬ 
cal. White House press secretary 
Sarah Sanders said “I agree” in 
response to Pelosi’s words. She 
added of impeachment, “I don’t 
think it should have ever been on 
the table.” 

House Republican Leader 
Kevin McCarthy said it was a 
“smart thing for her to say,” but 
Georgia Rep. Doug Collins, the 
top Republican on the Judiciary 
Committee, said he doesn’t think 
it’s “going to fly” with some of 
Pelosi’s members. 



Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 


House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., is setting a high bar for 
impeachment of President Donald Trump, saying he is “just not 
worth it” even as some on her left flank clamor to start proceedings. 
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Coast Guardsman accused of plot 
pleads not guilty to other chaises 


Hasson has not been charged on any 
terrorism-related counts, but prosecutors 
allege that he was planning an attack on 
politicians and media personalities to 
advance his white-nationalist views. 


The Washington Post 

A U.S. Coast Guard lieutenant 
accused of using his government 
computer to plot a domestic ter¬ 
rorist attack pleaded not guilty to 
drug and weapons charges dur¬ 
ing his latest court appearance 
Monday. 

Christopher Hasson, 49, ap¬ 
peared in U.S. District Court in 
Maryland almost two weeks after 
he was indicted on additional 
weapons charges related to what 
the government says were silenc¬ 
ers found among a stockpile of 
weapons seized from his base¬ 
ment apartment. 

Hasson was arrested Feb. 15 on 
drug and gun charges after a com¬ 
puter program the Coast Guard 
uses flagged suspicious activity 
tied to his work devices, federal 
law enforcement officials said. 
Hasson has not been charged on 
any terrorism-related counts, but 
prosecutors allege that he was 
planning an attack on politicians 
and media personalities to ad¬ 
vance his white-nationalist views. 

Hasson created a spreadsheet of 
targets and “traitors,” studied the 
manifestos of mass attackers and 
conducted internet searches of se¬ 
curity protocols for liberal elected 
officials and of where members of 
Congress congregate, the govern¬ 
ment said. 

“The defendant intends to mur¬ 
der innocent civihans on a scale 
rarely seen in this country,” the 
government said in court docu¬ 
ments, adding that investigators 


believe Hasson called for “focused 
violence” to “establish a white 
homeland.” 

At a previous hearing, a federal 
public defender for Hasson, Julie 
Stelzig, argued that there was no 
indication he planned to carry out 
an attack and that it is not a crime 
to have negative thoughts. 

Hasson did not speak during 
Monday’s hearing other than to 
give his age, say he completed 
two years of college and answer 
mostly yes-or-no questions from 
the judge. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Thomas 
Windom said a trial for Hasson 
could take about five days. 

Elizabeth Oyer, a federal public 
defender for Hasson, represented 
him on Monday and declined to 
comment after the hearing. 

Separately Monday, Magistrate 
Judge Charles Day granted the 
government’s motion to keep Has¬ 
son detained during trial. Day had 
initially ordered Hasson held for at 
least 14 days at a Feb. 21 detention 
hearing, during which prosecu¬ 
tors and Hasson’s attorney argued 
over whether it was appropriate 


to keep him jailed over drug and 
weapons charges but no terror- 
ism-related counts. 

Day gave the two-week window 
for the government to bring for¬ 
ward new charges before Hasson’s 
attorneys could appeal his bail 
status. The government added two 
weapons charges by way of indict¬ 
ment less than a week later. 

Hasson, who lived in a Silver 
Spring, Md., apartment, has served 
in the Coast Guard for more than 
two decades. His secret security 
clearance has been suspended. 
Coast Guard officials said. Hasson 
also previously served in the Ma¬ 
rine Corps and the Army National 
Guard. 

Hasson has been charged with 
possession of firearms and am¬ 
munition by an unlawful user of 
a controlled substance, unlawful 
possession of Tramadol and two 
counts of unlawful possession of 
silencers. Prosecutors said the 
silencers did not have serial num¬ 
bers and had not been registered 
as required by law. He faces up to 
31 years in prison. 
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Multimedia Sales Manager, NF-04 (World Wide) 

- US Citizens and Non-Citizens 
Salary $50,000 - $70,000 per year 



Stars and Stripes is looking for an employee to 
work out of our Tokyo Japan office. If selected 
for this NF-04 position you will be responsible 
for the development and performance of all 
sales activities in the assigned market. If you 
have previous supervisory experience and you 
have experience with revenue management 
then this is the opportunity you have been 
waiting for. Ability to speak conversational 
Japanese is a plus but not required. 


https://www.usaiobs.aov/GetJobA/iewDetails/522721200 


Supervisory Interactive Media Specialist, NF-04 

(Local Japan) - US Citizens and Non-Citizens 
Salary $50,000 - $69,000 per year 



Stars and Stripes is looking for an employee to 
workout of our Tokyo Japan office. If selected 
for this NF-04 position you will be responsible 
for providing graphics and multimedia 
technical support to assist in developing, 
coordinating and implementing a 
comprehensive graphic design package for 
external and internal customers. If you have 
previous supervisory experience and you have 
experience working with Adobe Creative 
Cloud Suite: Illustrator, Photoshop, 
Dreamweaver, FITML & Flash scripts, then 
please apply for this exciting opportunity. 
Ability to speak conversational Japanese is a 
plus but not required. 


https://www.usaiobs.qov/GetJob/ViewDetails/513273900 


Multimedia Consultant, NF-04 (Local Okinawa) 

- US Citizens and Non-Citizens 
Salary $35,900 - 37,000 plus commissions per year 



S0 Stars and Stripes is looking for an employee to 
work out of our Okinawa office. If selected for 
this NF-04 position you will be responsible for 
providing client program solutions by mixing 
appropriate amounts of newspaper print, web 
and other digital applications, special 
magazines, inserts, commercial print, 
circulation, events and other promotions that 
fit within the client's budget. If you have three 
years of related experience or a bachelor's 
degree in marketing, advertising or related 
discipline AND one year of experience, then 
this golden opportunity could be yours. 

Ability to speak conversational Japanese is a 
strong plus but not required. 

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/521852500 


All "DMA/Stars and Stripes" Job announcements listed here! 



https://www.usaiobs.qov/Search?a=DD80 














Page 10 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, March 13,2019 


NATION _ 

Communities respond as hepatitis surges 


By Mike Stobbe 

Associated Press 

WORCESTER, Mass. — This 
industrial city in central Massa¬ 
chusetts has had many nicknames 
through the years, including “the 
Heart of the Commonwealth” and 
“Wormtown.” Among them was 
this less-known medical moniker: 
“Hepatitisville.” 

Worcester has endured several 
outbreaks of the liver-battering 
disease, including one that side¬ 
lined 90 members of a college 
football team in 1969. 

Given its history and its size, it 
wasn’t surprising Worcester was 
hard hit when recent hepatitis A 
outbreaks in the state started sick¬ 
ening — and killing — homeless 
people and illicit drug users. 

The surge was part of a national 
rise in the viral disease. Outbreaks 
have popped up in 17 states in the 
last two years, leading U.S. health 


Utah teacher 
sorry for Ash 
Wednesday 
occurrence 

By Joseph Gedeon 

AND Lindsay Whitehurst 
Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — A Utah 
teacher on administrative leave 
apologized Monday for making 
Cathohc student Wilham McLeod, 
9, wash off the Ash Wednesday 
cross from his forehead, saying it 
was a misunderstanding. 

Fourth-grade teacher Moana 
Patterson said she thought the 
cross was dirt and she gave Wil¬ 
liam a wet wipe to clean it off, not 
knowing it was a religious symbol. 
She said she hopes everyone can 
move forward and build under¬ 
standing together. Patterson was 
surrounded by parents and stu¬ 
dents who support her at a news 
conference held at the Utah state 
Capitol in Salt Lake City. 

“My entire life has been cen¬ 
tered around respecting diversi¬ 
ty,” Patterson said. “I would never 
intentionally disrespect any reli¬ 
gion or any sacred symbol.” 

The incident occurred last week 
at Valley View Elementary School 
in Bountiful, Utah. 

“This is something that happens 
when people aren’t necessarily ex¬ 
posed to other cultures, other reli¬ 
gions. It’s not always necessarily 
mean-spirited,” said Republican 
Utah Sen. Todd Weiler, who repre¬ 
sents the area. 

Patterson left the news confer¬ 
ence without taking questions 
after she read from a prepared 
statement. It’s unknown if she has 
a religious affihation. Members 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, widely known 
as the Mormon church, account 
for about two-thirds of Utah resi¬ 
dents. The faith doesn’t observe 
Ash Wednesday. 

Karen Fisher, William’s grand- 


officials to recommend for the 
first time that a routine vaccina¬ 
tion be given specifically to home¬ 
less people. 

Some places have struggled 
to respond, watching deaths and 
illnesses mount. But this time, 
Worcester is a bright spot. City 
officials planned for an outbreak 
before it happened and used a co¬ 
alition of agencies and community 
groups to meet homeless people 
where they live. 

The relative success in 
Worcester has limited the ill¬ 
nesses and shown how long-term 
outreach to homeless people and 
drug users can pay dividends 
in times of crisis. The outbreak, 
which first flared in September, 
seems to be petering out at 58 
confirmed cases. 

“I think we had a great response. 
Everybody came together,” said 
Worcester’s health commissioner. 
Dr. Matilde Castiel. 


mother, said she’s not quite ready 
to accept the apology because Pat¬ 
terson pressed the boy to remove 
the symbol even after he explained 
its significance twice. “It’s kind of 
hard to swallow, a little, for me,” 
she said. 
Fisher 

doesn’t want 
Patterson 
to lose her 
job or for 
any harm to 
come to her, 
but she said a 
break is war¬ 
ranted to en¬ 
sure she and 
others in the 
community 
are aware of other faith traditions. 
“There needs to be training for all 
religions, all behefs,” she said. 

In Utah, Catholics are the mi¬ 
nority. The 330,000 Cathohcs in 
the state account for about 10 per¬ 
cent of the population, said Jean 
Hill, at the Catholic Diocese of 
Salt Lake City. 

William had just returned to 
the school after attending Catholic 
Mass when Patterson called the 
ash marking “inappropriate” and 


When Victoria McMahon, 
26, fell ill last fall, she initially 
shrugged it off, believing it was the 
kind of heroin withdrawal symp¬ 
toms she’d weathered before. 

But her eyes were yellow (“like a 
snake’s”) and her skin the color of 
a banana, she recently recalled. 

A doctor told McMahon she was 
in grave danger. She had hepatitis 
A. She was stunned. 

“You usually hear about it in 
third world countries and places 
where there isn’t good hygiene,” 
she said. 

There are different types of 
hepatitis — known by different 
letters — that vary in how com¬ 
mon they are, how sick they make 
people and how they’re spread. 

In the United States, hepatitis A 
is less common than some other 
forms of the disease. It tends to 
be thought of as a kind of food 
poisoning, sometimes spread 
through tainted food or spurred 


Trent Nelson, The Salt Lake Tribune/AP 


gave him a hand wipe to clean it 
off in front of his classmates, Fish¬ 
er said. 

Patterson was called into a 
meeting with the principal and the 
school board about the incident 
and called Fisher to apologize, 
Davis School District spokesman 
Chris Williams said last week. 
The Davis School District opened 
an investigation into Patterson’s 
action and placed her on paid ad¬ 
ministrative leave. 

Williams said there were no up¬ 
dates about the ongoing investiga¬ 
tion about Patterson’s actions. 

Tiffany Ivan Spence, who said 
she’s a parent of one of William’s 
classmates, said she also thought 
the cross on the boy’s forehead 
was dirt. She said it was a mis¬ 
understanding and not an attack 
against rehgion. 

“He came into my home and, to 
me, it looked just like a smudge,” 
Ivan Spence said. “When I first 
saw Will, my instinct was to also 
hand him a wipe. It would have 
been common sense for any per¬ 
son who cares about children to 
help them if they didn’t know they 
had that on their head.” 


by an infected food handler with 
poor hygiene. Most infected adults 
suffer fatigue, low appetite, stom¬ 
ach pain, nausea and jaundice — 
symptoms that usually end within 
two months of infection. 

It also has been thought to be 
on a path to vanishing. Hepatitis 
A rates have fallen by more than 
95 percent since a vaccine first 
became available in 1995. Aiding 
that decline is a 13-year-old CDC 
recommendation that doctors vac¬ 
cinate all 1-year-olds, basically 
meaning all cases these days are 
unvaccinated adults. 

As recently as 2015, there were 
fewer than 1,400 cases report¬ 
ed in the US., according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

Then came the recent outbreaks 
throughout the country. It started 
with one in San Diego that killed 
20 people and hospitalized about 
400. Officials eventually declared 


By Andrew Welsh-Huggins 
Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A long¬ 
time Ohio police officer forced 
women to have sex with him 
under threat of arrest, pressured 
others to help cover up crimes and 
lied to federal investigators when 
he said he’d never had sex with 
prostitutes, according to charges 
unveiled Monday. 

Columbus vice squad Officer 
Andrew Mitchell, 55, was arrest¬ 
ed Monday and faces a detention 
hearing this week. He is charged 
with witness tampering, obstruc¬ 
tion of justice, making a false 
statement to federal investigators 
and deprivation of rights under 
color of law, the language used to 
describe crimes committed by po- 
hce officers while on duty. 

A federal indictment accused 
Mitchell, a 30-year veteran, of ar¬ 
resting two different women and 
forcing them to have sex before he 
would release them. 

Later, during the federal inves¬ 
tigation, Mitchell lied when he told 
the FBI he’d never had sex with 
a prostitute since Mitchell knew 
“he has had sex with numerous 
prostitutes, including having paid 
women money for sex,” according 
to the indictment. 

Committing the alleged crimes 
while on duty is “a nightmarish 
breach of trust,” said Ben Glass- 
man, the U.S. attorney for the 
southern half of Ohio. 

“We rely on the pohce to serve 
and protect us, and when you 
have a police officer who com¬ 
mits a crime, that is a very serious 
breach of trust,” he said. 

Police officers take an oath to 
the constitution and promise to 
obey federal, state and local laws, 
said Thomas Quinlan, interim Co¬ 
lumbus police chief 

“The community has every 
right to be disgusted by the news. 


an emergency and sent nurses out 
with homeless service workers to 
visit people hving in parks and 
ravines. 

Last year, there were more than 
11,000 hepatitis A illnesses report¬ 
ed nationally—including about 40 
deaths. It’s been the worst in Ap¬ 
palachia, with more than 3,000 
cases reported last year in Ken¬ 
tucky and 2,000 in West Virginia. 

Hepatitis A outbreaks can burn 
themselves out after a large num¬ 
ber of people are exposed to the 
virus, but vaccinations are con¬ 
sidered a crucial way to halt them 
faster. 

Public health funding has been 
flat or falling across much of the 
country, and the job of dealing 
with outbreaks has been left to 
understaffed and cash-strapped 
local health departments. 

Outbreaks have waned in some 
places, but it’s not clear when the 
national surge will end. 


as well as everyone who wears this 
badge,” he said. 

Mitchell plans to fight the charg¬ 
es and enter a not guilty plea, his 
attorney said Monday. 

“These allegations are unfound¬ 
ed, and my client is going to exer¬ 
cise his right to a jury trial in the 
federal system,” Collins said. His 
understanding, he said, is that the 
alleged victims named in the in¬ 
dictment were prostitutes. 

Mitchell has also been investi¬ 
gated by state authorities after po¬ 
lice said he fatally shot a woman 
who stabbed him in the hand while 
sitting in his unmarked police car. 
Donna Castleberry, 23, had strug¬ 
gled with drugs and was likely 
working the streets as a prosti¬ 
tute, her family has said. She left 
behind two young daughters. 

“Our family has been asking 
questions for a long time,” said 
Mary Laile, a cousin to Castleber¬ 
ry. “We miss her every day, and 
days like today feel like a success, 
but then we remember that we 
still do not have Donna with us, so 
it’s hard to really view it as a suc¬ 
cessful day.” 

Frankhn County prosecutor 
Ron O’Brien said Monday he ex¬ 
pects to take that case to a grand 
jury soon. 

The charges were the latest 
black eye for the vice squad, which 
has also been under scrutiny since 
last year’s arrest of porn actress 
Stormy Daniels. Charges were 
dropped hours later. 

Earlier this year, Daniels sued 
several Columbus police officers 
for $2 million over that arrest. 
Daniels’ federal defamation law¬ 
suit alleges that officers conspired 
to retahate against her because 
of her claims she had sex with 
Donald Trump before he became 
president. 

Last week, an internal police in¬ 
vestigation concluded Daniels’ ar¬ 
rest was improper but not planned 
or politically motivated. 
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Vice officer accused of 
forcing sex on women 


Valley View Elementary School teacher Moana Patterson speaks 
at a news conference in Salt Lake City on Monday at which she 
apologized for making a student wash off the Ash Wednesday cross. 
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Rich parents charged in college entry scheme 


By Devlin Barrett 
AND Matt Zapotosky 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Justice Depart¬ 
ment on Tuesday charged more than 30 
wealthy people — including two television 
stars — with being part of a long-running 
scheme to bribe and cheat to get their kids 
into big-name colleges and universities. 

The alleged crimes included cheating 
on entrance exams as well as bribing col¬ 
lege officials to say certain students were 
coming to compete on athletic teams when 
those students were not in fact athletes. 

The criminal complaint paints an ugly 
picture of high-powered individuals com¬ 
mitting crimes to get their children into se¬ 
lective schools. Among those charged are 
actresses Felicity Huffman, best known 
for her role on the television show “Des¬ 
perate Housewives,” and Lori Loughlin, 
who appeared on “Full House,” according 
to court documents. 

Authorities said the crimes date back 
to 2011, and the defendants used “bribery 
and other forms of fraud to facilitate their 
children’s admission” to numerous col¬ 
lege and universities, including George¬ 
town, Yale University, Stanford University, 
the University of Texas, the University of 
Southern California and the University of 
California, Los Angeles, among others. One 
of the cooperating witnesses, according 
to the court documents, is a former head 
coach of Yale’s women’s soccer team, who 
pleaded guilty in the case nearly a year ago 



Huffman 


and has since been I 
helping FBI agents 
gather evidence. 

Some of the 32 | 
defendants are > 
cused of bribing col- I 
lege entrance exam 
administrators to fa¬ 
cilitate cheating on 
tests — by having a 
smarter student take I 
the test, or providing 
students with answers 
to exams or correcting their answers after 
they had completed the exams, according 
to the criminal complaint filed in federal 
court. 

Others allegedly bribed university ath¬ 
letic coaches and 
administrators 
to designate ap- 
32 defendants piicants as “pur- 
are accused of “““f 

. recruits — re- 

bribing college gardless of their 
I entrance exam athletic abilities, 

and in some cases, 
even though they 
did not play the 
sport they were 


administrators 
I to facilitate 
cheating on 
tests. 


purportedly 
cruited to play 
— thereby facili¬ 
tating their admission to universities in 
place of more qualified applicants,” the 
complaint charges. 

Loughlin and her husband, fashion de¬ 


signer Mossimo Gi- 
annulli, were accused 
of paying $500,000 
in bribes so their two 
daughters would be 
designated as recruits 
for the University of 
Southern California 
crew team — even 
though they were not 
part of the team. That 
helped the pair get 
into use, according 

Some of the money was directed to 
Donna Heinel, a USC athletics official, and 
other to the Key Worldwide Foundation. 

In a statement, USC officials said the 
school is cooperating with the federal inves¬ 
tigation and has launched its own review. 

“We understand that the government be¬ 
lieves that illegal activity was carried out 
by individuals who went to great lengths 
to conceal their actions from the univer¬ 
sity,” the statement says. “USC is conduct¬ 
ing an internal investigation and will take 
employment actions as appropriate. USC is 
in the process of identifying any funds re¬ 
ceived by the university in connection with 
this alleged scheme. 

“Additionally, the university is review¬ 
ing its admissions processes broadly to en¬ 
sure that such actions do not occur going 
forward.” 

Huffman is accused of paying $15,000 
— disguised as a charitable donation — to 
the Key Worldwide Foundation so her old¬ 


est daughter could participate in the scam. 
A confidential informant told investigators 
that he advised Huffman he could arrange 
for a third party to correct her daughter’s 
answers on the SAT after she took it. She 
ended up scoring a 1420 — 400 points 
higher than she had gotten on a PSAT 
taken a year earlier, according to court 
documents. 

Huffman also contemplated running a 
similar scam to help her younger daughter, 
but ultimately did not pursue it, the com¬ 
plaint alleges. 

Other defendants include William Mc- 
Glashan, CEO and founder of a private eq¬ 
uity firm, and Jane Buckingham, CEO of a 
boutique marketing firm in Los Angeles. 

Investigators allege the scheme was run 
largely through Key Worldwide Founda¬ 
tion, which ostensibly was a nonprofit but, 
according to the FBI, was really a conduit 
for bribing college employees to get rich 
kids into elite schools. 

Last June, Buckingham agreed to make a 
“donation” to KWF of $50,000 in exchange 
for someone taking a college entrance test 
on her son’s behalf the following month, 
authorities say. 

The FBI secretly recorded Buckingham 
talking to one of the people arranging the 
test for her son. On the tape, according to 
the complaint, Buckingham talks about the 
complicated logistics of cheating on the test 
and said, “I know this is craziness, I know 
it is. And then I need you to get him into 
USC, and then I need you to cure cancer 
and [make peace] in the Middle East.” 





Morgan Lee/AP 

Korbin Osborn, left, works as a cannabis adviser at a medical 
marijuana dispensary in Santa Fe, N.M. New Mexico took a step 
toward legalizing recreational marijuana Thursday. 


for the Reform of Marijuana Laws, 
said the provisions for state-run 
stores and medical cannabis subsi¬ 
dization both would be new to the 
United States, as New Mexico seeks 
to become the first state to set up 
a complete regulatory framework 
through legislation. 

Ten states and Washington, D.C., 
have legalized recreational mari¬ 
juana — all by ballot initiative ex¬ 
cept Vermont, which allowed for 
personal use and growing but is 
still debating whether to authorize 
commercial production and sales. 

Other legislative efforts to le¬ 
galize recreational marijuana are 
underway in New York and New 
Jersey, while a bill to legalize rec¬ 
reational cannabis in Democrat- 
dominated Hawaii fizzled last 
week. 

On Tuesday in New Jersey, Gov. 
Phil Murphy and legislative lead¬ 
ers said in a statement they have 


agreed on legislation to legalize 
recreational marijuana for adults. 

The deal calls for a $42 per ounce 
tax and entitles towns to collect tax 
revenue as well. Municipalities 
with cannabis retailers could col¬ 
lect 3 percent tax, those with cul¬ 
tivators will collect 2 percent and 
those with wholesalers would get 1 
percent. 

The measure calls for a five- 
member regulatory commission. 

In New Mexico, a coterie of pow¬ 
erful conservative Democrats still 
stands in the way of a Senate floor 
vote on legalization. 

“It’s not a priority,” said Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. John Arthur Smith, of 
Doming, who will decide whether 
the marijuana bill is heard by the 
Senate Finance Committee, a final 
hurdle before a Senate vote. Smith 
does not favor legalization and 
worries about harmful effects of 
marijuana on the brain. 


NM weighs 
state-run 
pot shops 


By Morgan Lee 
Associated Press 


U.S. Customs and Border Protection/AP 

Customs agents unload a truck containing 3,200 pounds of cocaine 
in 60 packages. The truck was seized at the Port of New York/ 
Newaiif, in Newark, N.J. 

Customs seizes $77M 
in cocaine at NJ port 


Associated Press 

NEWARK, N.J. — Customs 
agents have seized the biggest 
shipment of cocaine recovered at 
the ports of New York and New 
Jersey in 25 years. 

U.S. Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection says 3,200 pounds of the 
drug in 60 packages were seized 
at Port New York/Newark on Feb. 
28. The street value is estimated 


at $77 million. 

It’s the biggest cocaine seizure 
at the ports since 1994. 

A Customs spokesman says the 
container was recovered from 
a ship that originated in South 
America. 

Customs officers turned the 
drugs over to federal Home¬ 
land Security officials for 
investigation. 


SANTA FE, N.M.—New Mexico 
would become the first U.S. state to 
set up its own government-oper¬ 
ated marijuana stores and subsi¬ 
dize medical cannabis for the poor 
under a bill brokered between Re¬ 
publicans and Democrats as a new 
wave of states weighs legislation 
that would legalize recreational 
sales and consumption. 

The idea for state-run pot shops 
comes from a trio of GOP state 
senators who broke with local 
Republican Party orthodoxy to 
embrace legal marijuana with 
a decidedly big-government ap¬ 
proach that would have the state 
directly oversee most sales — and 
require that marijuana consumers 
carry receipts of purchase or con¬ 
front penalties. 

Those provisions were sown into 
Democrat-sponsored legislation 
that contains currents of social jus¬ 
tice, including a provision to sub¬ 
sidize medical cannabis for poor 
people with “debilitating medical 
conditions” who might not other¬ 
wise be able to afford treatment. 
Tax dollars from recreational mar¬ 
ijuana sales would fund employ¬ 
ment and counseling programs in 
communities “disproportionately 
affected by past federal and state 
drug policies,” including training 
to enter the marijuana sector. 

Carly Wolf, state policies coordi¬ 
nator at the National Organization 
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Recalling her 'miracle' 

Boat explosion victim visits medical staff who saved her 


By Linda Trischitta 
(Fort Lauderdale) South Florida Sun-Sentinel 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
fter a tourist boat exploded beneath 
Stefanie Schaffer’s seat, mangling her 
legs, she lay in a hospital bed wonder¬ 
ing whether she would ever walk again. 
But before she surrendered to despair, her doc¬ 
tors unknowingly inspired her. 

“Every day when the trauma team would 
do their rounds, I would hear them outside my 
door,” said Schaffer, 22, about her stay at Bro¬ 
ward Health Medical Center in Fort Lauderdale. 
“And they’d say, ‘The girl in this room is a mira¬ 
cle.’ And it just made me feel grateful to be alive 
for a couple of minutes each day.” 

On the back of the Rutland, Vt., college stu¬ 
dent’s left arm is a tattoo. “Miracle,” it says. 

On June 30, Schaffer; her mother, Stacey Bend¬ 
er, 51; stepfather, Paul Bender, 56; and sister, 
Brooke Schaffer, 13, were vacationing in Exuma 
in the Bahamas. They were in a tour boat on their 
way to see pigs that swim in the sea. 

But, “five minutes into it, the boat exploded 
right under my seat,” Schaffer said. “Both of my 
legs were broken beyond repair,” leading to am¬ 
putations below her knees. 

Her other injuries included compound frac¬ 
tures of her left arm and right wrist; a broken left 
femur; broken pelvic bones; a broken back; and 
lacerations to her kidneys, liver and spleen. Both 
her lungs had filled with blood, and she under¬ 
went dialysis for three months. 

Her family was also hurt in the explosion that 
day. Stacy Bender had a broken left leg and right 
ankle, fractured right wrist, broken ribs, a col¬ 
lapsed lung and internal injuries similar to Ste- 
fanie’s but not as severe, she said. 

Brooke Schaffer was knocked out for a little 
while, and Paul Bender was thrown to the front 
of the boat. The back of his head was cut open, 
requiring stitches. 

Also aboard the boat was Maleka Grimes Jack- 
son, of Tennessee, who was killed in the explosion. 
Her husband, Tyran Jackson, survived and, like 
Schaffer and her family, was flown to South Flori¬ 
da and treated at a Broward Health hospital. 

Recently, at the end of the Schaffer-Bender 
family’s weeklong vacation in Key Largo, they 
stopped at Broward Health in Fort Lauderdale. 

‘Meet the doctors’ 

Stefanie Schaffer wanted to “meet the doctors 
that had really saved my life that I wasn’t really 
conscious to meet. My parents got to know them, 
but I never really got the chance to thank them. 

“I really just wanted to show them what they’ve 
given me the opportunity to achieve. Because 
without them, I wouldn’t be here,” she said. 

Some of Schaffer’s former caregivers, includ¬ 
ing R.N. Rafael Toloza, who has a daughter the 
same age as Schaffer, and Dr. Christopher Rob¬ 
erts, a neurosurgeon, were brought to tears at the 
sight of her. 

Roberts had performed a fusion procedure 
on Schaffer’s spine and also took away bone 
fragments from the lower portion of her spinal 
cord, which is stabilized with titanium rods and 
screws. 

He greeted her with a hug and a warning not to 
go snowboarding just yet. “But we’ll get there,” 
Roberts told her. 

“A lot of times, we fix patients and that’s it,” 
he said. “Occasionally, you’ll get a card from an¬ 
other state or another country. But to actually see 
someone that you touched like this and walking 
like that, nobody warned me about that. It was a 
hell of a surprise.” 

Her doctors’ confidence in Schaffer’s recovery, 
which seemed long and far away for her battered 
body during those six weeks last summer, helped 
her to power through another 16 weeks of treat¬ 


ment in two different Boston hospitals. 

In all, she has had more than 25 surgeries and 
still has 20 doctors who are helping with every¬ 
thing from scar management to physical thera¬ 
py and pain from the prostheses that she began 
walking with in November, her parents said. 

While in treatment in Boston, Schaffer was 
visited by survivors of the 2013 Boston Marathon 
bombing, in which three people were killed and 
more than 200 injured. 

Some of those amputees taught her to look to 
the future. 

“All the time, I thought [why me?] in the be¬ 
ginning,” Schaffer said. “But one of the Boston 
bombing victims said when you go through some¬ 
thing like this, you can’t just keep thinking, ‘Why 
did this happen?’ and ‘Why me?’ because then 
you’re just stuck in it. So I tried to stop asking 
that question.” 

Schaffer doesn’t hide her artificial limbs or ev¬ 
idence of her injuries. And for the hospital visit, 
she chose a short sundress and cute sandals to 
wear. The toes of her prosthetic feet were painted 
a light blue — because they were boring before, 
she said. 

“When I first got hurt, I thought I would never 
be able to show my prosthetics,” Schaffer said. “I 
thought I would never wear shorts again, never 
wear a bathing suit again, never wear a dress 
again.” 

When she was a patient at Broward Health last 
summer, “even if it was 85 degrees out, I would 
cover myself with blankets and I’d go sweat out¬ 
side and I would refuse to take it off. 

‘Proud to wear them’ 

“But now, I mean. I’m in a dress showing my 
prosthetics,” she said. 

“I think realizing how much work it takes (to 
walk with them) makes me more proud to wear 
them. So people can just understand maybe what 
I’ve gone through a little bit. I’m just not embar¬ 
rassed by it anymore.” 

For the pretty, petite brunette, what others may 
think of her appearance is no longer important. 

“Even before I got the prosthetics, I would go 
around with no legs and covered in scars,” Schaf¬ 
fer said. “I knew people were staring, but it just 
didn’t really bother me anymore. And that would 
have just killed me before the accident.” 

As Schaffer masters using her new legs, she 
said she is realizing how hard it is to do. 

“I can’t feel the ground when I am walking,” 
she said. Where her legs meet the devices, there 
is pain and the skin breaks down. There are fit¬ 
ting issues, and she has phantom limb pain. And 
her back hurts if she spends too much time in her 
wheelchair. 

“Your whole body has to be strong just to stand 
up,” Schaffer said. “When I first started, I couldn’t 
hold myself up, even with parallel bars and a har¬ 
ness. Now I can hold myself up without holding 
on to anything. But that took a long time.” 

Schaffer wants to finish her final year at Cas- 
tleton University in Vermont, where she is mqjor- 
ing in public health. She wants to earn a master’s 
degree in the same subject, and eventually work 
with people who have disabilities. 

She isn’t dating and said, “I never really dated 
before the accident, either. It’s a possibility. We’ll 
see.” 

Learning to drive with hand controls is also on 
her to-do list. 

To those who survive life-altering injuries that 
require extensive rehabilitation, she said, “The 
most important part is to stay motivated, even 
when it feels like it’s not gonna get any better. 

“The medical staff can do their part, but the 
rest is on you,” she said. 

“And you have to keep going to therapy and you 
have to keep pushing yourself hard. Because if 
you don’t, you never know where you’re gonna 
get to.” 




Photos by Carline Jean, (Fort Lauderdale) South Florida Sun-Sentinel/AP 


Above: Stefanie Schaffer, left, and her sister, Brooke, return to 
Broward Health Medical Center in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., to surprise 
the doctors and staff who helped save Stefanie’s life. Below: 
Schaffer says she got her tattoo after doctors at the center told her 
she was a miracle. 
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More 737s grounded amid crash investigation 


By Elias Meseret 

AND YiDNEK KiRUBEL 

Associated Press 

HEJERE, Ethiopia — Brit¬ 
ain joined a growing number of 
countries grounding a new Boe¬ 
ing plane involved in the Ethio¬ 
pian Airlines disaster as a global 
team of investigators began pick¬ 
ing through the rural crash site 
Tuesday. 

Some airlines cited worried 
customers for grounding the Boe¬ 
ing 737 Max 8 as experts chased 
details on why the plane crashed 
shortly after takeoff Sunday, kill¬ 
ing all 157 on board. 

Ethiopian Airlines had issued 
no new updates on the crash as of 
late afternoon as families around 
the world waited for answers. 
Some insights into the disaster 
and its cause could take months, 
aviation experts said. 

Oman, Norwegian Air Shuttle 
and South Korean airline Eastar 
Jet were the latest to halt use of 
the Boeing 373 Max 8. Malaysia, 
Australia and Singapore sus¬ 
pended all flights into or out of 
their countries. 

The U.S.-based Boeing has said 
it has no reason to pull the popu¬ 
lar aircraft from the skies, and 
it does not intend to issue new 
recommendations about the air¬ 
craft to customers. Its technical 
team joined American, Israeli, 
United Arab Emirates, Kenyan 
and other aviation experts in the 
investigation led by Ethiopian 
authorities. 

The U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration said it expects 
Boeing will soon complete im¬ 
provements to an automated 
anti-stall system suspected of 
contributing to the deadly crash 
of another new Boeing 737 Max 8 
in October and to update training 
requirements and related flight 
crew manuals. 

Safety experts have cautioned 
against drawing too many com¬ 
parisons too soon with the Lion 
Air crash of the same model that 
killed 189 people in Indonesia. 

The Ethiopian Airlines plane 


crashed in clear weather six min¬ 
utes after taking off for Nairobi. 

One witness told The Associat¬ 
ed Press that he saw smoke com¬ 
ing from the plane’s rear before it 
crashed in a rural field. 

“The plane rotated two times 
in the air, and it had some smoke 
coming from the back, then it hit 
the ground and exploded,” farm¬ 
er Tamrat Abera said. 

It should take five days before 
any victims’ remains are identi¬ 
fied, Ethiopian Airlines spokes¬ 
man Asrat Begashaw told the AP. 
The dead came from 35 countries 
and included dozens of humani¬ 
tarian workers. 

A pilot who saw the crash site 
minutes after the disaster told the 
AP the plane appeared to have 
“slid directly into the ground.” 

Capt. Solomon Gizaw was 
among the first people dispatched 
to find the crash site, which was 
discovered by Ethiopia’s air 
force. 

“There was nothing to see,” 
he said. “It looked like the earth 
had swallowed the aircraft.... We 
were surprised.” 

He said it explained why res¬ 
cue officials quickly sent bull¬ 
dozers to begin digging out large 
pieces of the plane. 

Investigators on Monday found 
the jetliner’s two flight recorders 
at the crash site. An airline offi¬ 
cial, however, told the AP one re¬ 
corder was partially damaged. 

“The engine is here, the 
wreckage, the humans, the flesh 
and remains; still we are collect¬ 
ing,” one investigator at the site, 
Amdey Fanta, said Tuesday. 

Ethiopian Airlines, widely seen 
as Africa’s best-managed airline, 
grounded its remaining four 737 
Max 8s until further notice as 
“an extra safety precaution.” The 
carrier had been using five of the 
planes and was awaiting delivery 
of 25 more. 

Airlines in China and Indo¬ 
nesia, Aeromexico, Brazil’s Gol 
Airlines, India’s Jet Airways 
and others also have temporarily 
grounded their 737 Max 8s. 



Ted S. Warren/AP 

A worker stands near a Boeing 737 MAX 8 airplane parked at Boeing Co.’s Renton Assembly Plant 
on Monday in Renton, Wash. Airlines in several countries grounded the same model jetliner Monday 
foilowing Sunday’s crash of an Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 737 Max 8. 


Army captain among those killed 


Stars and Stripes 

A U.S. Army captain was among the 157 people 
killed in a plane crash outside the capital of Ethi¬ 
opia on Sunday. 

Antoine Lewis, 39, who family say was sta¬ 
tioned in Ottawa, Canada, had served in Afghan¬ 
istan. He was one of eight Americans on board 
the Ethiopian Airlines flight en route to Kenya, 
which crashed shortly after takeoff, Chicago’s 
ABC 7 News reported. 

Lewis, who was on vacation to do Christian 
missionary work, was born and raised in Mat- 
teson. Ill., in a family of nine children, the local 
news station reported. 

“He went doing the things that he loved, that he 
had a passion for,” his mother, Antoinette Lewis, 
told the station. “His passion was just to make a 
better world, make a better place, both here and 
our mother country.” 

A married father of a 15-year-old son, Lewis 
planned to start a business or charity and build 
a home in Africa after retiring from the military, 
family said. He had made several trips to the 
country, they said. 

He had joined the Army as an enlisted soldier 


and later earned his undergraduate and gradu¬ 
ate degrees, his father, Rodney Lewis, said. “He 
was also stationed in South Korea. He was a 
military man; he loved it; he 
was moving up through the 
military.” 

The soldier’s wife, Yalena 
Lopez — also an Afghani¬ 
stan veteran — told the local 
station she was still in dis¬ 
belief, calling her husband a 
loving man who was trying 
to become a better version 
of himself each day. 

On Facebook, Lewis’ sis¬ 
ter, Markka Jones-Lewis, 
said he was always an “awe¬ 
some big brother” who used to read her bedtime 
stories and convinced her Freddy Kruger from 
the “Nightmare on Elm Street” horror movie se¬ 
ries would not get her in her sleep. He taught her 
to “live with no fears,” she said. 

“Thank you for serving our country and being 
a loving husband, son, brother, father, cousin and 
just a all around great man,” she wrote. 

news@stripes.com 



US withdrawing last of embassy personnel from Venezuela 


By Fabiola Sanchez 
AND Scott Smith 

Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — The 
United States announced late 
Monday that it is pulling the re¬ 
maining staff from its embassy in 
Venezuela, citing the deteriorat¬ 
ing situation in the South Ameri¬ 
can nation. 

Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo announced the decision as 
Venezuela struggles to restore 
electricity following four days of 
blackouts around the country and 
a deepening political crisis. 

The U.S. has led an internation¬ 
al effort to oust socialist President 
Nicolas Maduro and replace him 
with opposition leader Juan Guai- 


do, who vows to hold a new presi¬ 
dential election. Guaido is backed 
by some 50 countries, while 
Maduro maintains support from 
countries such as China, Russia 
and Cuba. 

Maduro had ordered all U.S. 
diplomats to leave Venezuela in 
late January because of its sup¬ 
port for Guaido, but he retreated 
and allowed them to stay. The U.S. 
still withdrew dependents of em¬ 
bassy personnel as well as some of 
the staff Pompeo said the remain¬ 
ing diplomats would be out of Ven¬ 
ezuela by the end of the week. 

The move came after another 
day of chaos as power outages 
that began Thursday evening 
continued to cause problems 
for Venezuelans, leaving them 


with little power, water and 
communications. 

People converged on a polluted 
river to fill water bottles in Cara¬ 
cas, and scattered protests erupt¬ 
ed in several cities 

A 3-year-old girl with a brain 
tumor languished in a Caracas 
hospital, awaiting treatment after 
doctors started surgery but then 
suspended the operation when 
nationwide power outages first hit 
Thursday, said the girl’s mother, 
who gave only her first name, 
Yalimar. 

“The doctors told me that there 
are no miracles,” said Yalimar, 
who hoped her daughter can be 
transferred Tuesday to one of the 
few hospitals in Venezuela that 
would be able to finish the com¬ 


plex procedure. 

The girl’s story highlighted 
an unfolding horror in Venezu¬ 
ela, where years of hardship got 
abruptly worse after the power 
grid collapsed. On Monday, 
schools and businesses were 
closed, long lines of cars waited 
at the few gasoline stations with 
electricity and hospitals cared 
for many patients without power. 
Generators have alleviated condi¬ 
tions for some of the critically ill. 

Maduro said on national televi¬ 
sion Monday night that progress 
had been made in restoring power 
in Venezuela. He also said two 
people who were allegedly trying 
to sabotage power facilities were 
captured and were providing in¬ 
formation to authorities, though 


he gave no details. 

Guaido, who heads the opposi¬ 
tion-controlled congress, and the 
United States say Maduro’s claims 
that the U.S. sabotaged the power 
grid with a “cyberattack” are an 
attempt to divert attention from 
the government’s own failings. 

The blackouts also have hit the 
oil industry. The country hasn’t 
shipped $358 million in oil since 
the power failures started, and 
“the whole system is grinding to a 
halt,” said Russ Dallen, a Miami- 
based partner at the brokerage 
firm Caracas Capital Markets. 

Two large tankers are sitting 
empty at the Jose offshore oil¬ 
loading dock, and at least 19 other 
ships are waiting their turns 
there, Dallen said. 
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May’s Brexit deal 
faces new vote in 
UK Parliament 


By Danica Kirka 
AND Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON—Pro-Brexit British 
lawmakers were deciding Tues¬ 
day whether last-minute changes 
to Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
Brexit deal were enough to over¬ 
come their opposition to her plan 
to lead the U.K. out of the Euro¬ 
pean Union. 

The House of Commons is due 
to vote later on the divorce deal, a 
day after talks with the EU pro¬ 
duced assurances that a conten¬ 
tious section of the agreement 
couldn’t be used to tie Britain to 
the bloc indefinitely — and less 
than three weeks before Britain 
is due to leave the EU on March 
29. 

Lawmakers defeated May’s 
deal by a whopping 230 votes in 
January, and it’s far from clear 
whether the changes would be 
enough to persuade enough to 
change their minds. May says the 
changes are legally binding, but 
Brexiteer politicians still need 
convincing. 

Attorney General Geoffrey Cox 
dealt a blow to May’s hopes with a 
legal opinion saying the changes 
“reduce the risk” Britain could 
be stuck inside EU regulations 
indefinitely but did not eliminate 
it. The two-page opinion said the 
U.K. could still not extract itself 
from the deal unilaterally, a key 
demand of pro-Brexit British 
politicians. 

Cox said that if U.K.-EU nego¬ 
tiations became stalled through 
“intractable differences,” Brit¬ 
ain would have “no internation¬ 
ally lawful means of exiting the 
Protocol’s arrangements, save by 
agreement.” 

Other EU nations welcomed 
the overnight agreement and 
urged British politicians to seize 
the chance to back the deal and 
ensure an orderly departure. 

The main opposition Labour 
Party maintained its opposition 
to the deal. Labour Brexit spokes¬ 
man Keir Starmer expressed 
skepticism about whether May 
had won substantive concessions. 


“Having studied the docu¬ 
ments, I would be surprised if 
they are sufficient to enable the 
Attorney General to change the 
central plank of his December 
legal advice,” Starmer said on 
Twitter. 

May flew to Strasbourg, France, 
late Monday for talks with Eu¬ 
ropean Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker. At a news 
conference following the meet¬ 
ing, they announced changes 
designed to overcome lawmak¬ 
ers’ concerns about provisions 
designed to ensure the border 
between EU member Ireland and 
Britain’s Northern Ireland re¬ 
mains open after Brexit. 

The mechanism, known as 
the backstop, is a safeguard that 
would keep the U.K. in a customs 
union with the EU until a per¬ 
manent new trading relationship 
is in place. Brexit supporters in 
Britain fear the backstop could 
be used to bind the country to EU 
regulations indefinitely. 

May said documents to be 
added to the deal provided “le¬ 
gally binding” assurances that 
the backstop would be temporary 
and that Britain would have a way 
to get out of it if the EU failed to 
negotiate in good faith. The two 
sides also agreed to continue 
working on technology that would 
do away with the need for border 
checks. However, the text of the 
585-page withdrawal agreement 
remains unchanged. 

“Now is the time to come to¬ 
gether to back this improved 
Brexit deal and deliver on the 
instruction of the British people,” 
May said. 

Irish Prime Minister Leo 
Varadkar said the deal agreed 
to Monday night provided “ad¬ 
ditional clarity, reassurance and 
guarantees sought by some to 
eliminate doubt or fears, how¬ 
ever unreal, that the goal was to 
trap the U.K. indefinitely in the 
backstop. 

“It is not. These doubts and 
fears can be put to bed,” he said. 



Dmitri Lovetsky/AP 


Rocket on rails 

Russia’s Soyuz-FG booster rocket with the Soyuz MS-12 spaceship that will carry new crew to the 
International Space Station is transported from its hangar to the launch pad at the Russia-leased Baikonur 
cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on Tuesday. The new Soyuz mission to the ISS is scheduled Thursday with U.S. 
astronauts Christina Hammock Koch and Nick Hague and Russian cosmonaut Alexey Ovchinin. 


Mexico closes last island penal colony 


By Mark Stevenson 

Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — Mexico said Monday it has 
transferred all the inmates from the infamous Isla 
Marias prison, the last island penal colony in a hemi¬ 
sphere once dotted with remote island jails like the 
one depicted in the movie “Papillon.” 

About 584 of the prisoners have been moved to 
mainland jails in the northern border state of Coa- 
huila, and 68 were taken elsewhere or released. 

The federal government said Monday that 88 visi¬ 
tors —16 of whom lived there — were also flown out 
aboard 21 flights starting Friday. The wives of six 
inmates and 10 of their children had lived on the is¬ 
land for years. 

Families were allowed to live with some of the 
mostly low-risk inmates at some of the five camps 
scattered throughout the main island. 

President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador said the 
islands will be turned into a cultural and environ¬ 
mental education center. The four islands—only one 
of which is inhabited — are 70 miles off the Pacific 
coast of Nayarit state. 

Lopez Obrador celebrated the closure as one of the 
main achievements of his first 100 days in office. “I 
chose the closing of the Islas Marias penal colony as 
a symbolic act to commemorate these 100 days,” he 
said Monday. 

Ramon Ojeda Mestre, who headed a campaign to 
recover the islands’ environment 15 years ago, said 
Monday: “Finally. At last. A disastrous stage has 


ended. 

“Now what we need is a slow recovery, in which 
environmental rationality should prevail.” 

Inmates, for example, had trapped native par¬ 
rots to sell and caught boa constrictors to make into 
belts. 

The prison, founded in 1905, passed through peri¬ 
ods of infamous brutality. When 
Panama closed its Isla Coiba 
penal colony in 2004, Isla Ma¬ 
rias became the last one remain¬ 
ing in the Americas. 

As recently as 2013 the colony 
had held 8,000 inmates. 

Far from the bloody reputation 
of places like Devil’s Island — 
the French Guiana penal colony 
shuttered in 1946 — toward the 
end, the Islas Marias harbored 
many lower-risk or well-behaved 
inmates and the colony was viewed as a step toward 
release or rehabilitation. 

While the prison kept mass tourism at bay, the 
islands suffered severe environmental degradation 
from more than a century of use as a penal colony. 

Island penal colonies were used around the world 
starting in the 1700s as remote, escape-proof places 
to “rehabilitate” inmates through hard labor. Often 
known as “prisons without bars,” with the ocean 
serving as the most effective barrier to escape, the 
penal colonies were also known for being at least 
in part self-supporting and a way to settle remote 
islands. 


As 

recently 
as 2013 
the colony 
had held 
8,000 
inmates. 


UN says massacre in Congo may amount to crimes against humanity 


By Krista Larson 

Associated Press 

DAKAR, Senegal — Intercommunal vi¬ 
olence that left at 535 people dead in west¬ 
ern Congo may amount to crimes against 
humanity, according to a report by United 
Nations investigators released Tuesday 
that cited witnesses saying village chiefs 
helped plan the violence. 

The massacre took place over three days 
in December, not long before the country’s 


long-delayed presidential election. Violence 
erupted in Yumbi between the Banunu and 
Batende communities after a dispute over 
a burial for a Banunu customary chief 
The attacks “followed strikingly simi¬ 
lar patterns and were characterized by 
extreme violence and speed, leaving little 
time for people to escape,” the UN. said. 

Banunu villagers were targeted with 
weapons including firearms and gasoline, 
the investigation found. 

The death toll is likely to be higher be¬ 


cause victims’ bodies are believed to have 
been dumped in the nearby Congo River, 
the UN. said. 

“The similarity in the way the attacks 
were carried out indicated prior consul¬ 
tation and organization,” the report said. 
“Certain chiefs of Batende-m^ority villag¬ 
es were cited by many sources as having 
taken part in the planning of the attacks.” 

The UN. investigators expressed con¬ 
cern that not enough had been done to 
prevent the violence and that the risk of 


conflict remains. 

“Provincial authorities appear to have 
failed in their responsibihty to protect the 
population,” the report said. “In spite of 
clear signs of rising tensions and an in¬ 
creased risk of violence, no steps were taken 
to reinforce security ahead of the attacks.” 

Congo’s electoral commission barred 
voting in Yumbi because of the massacre, 
a controversial decision that also affected 
some 1 million people in eastern areas af¬ 
fected by an Ebola outbreak. 
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SCIENCE 


Species move north during marine heat waves 


By Janie Har 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Dozens of species 
of sea slugs, jellyfish and other marine life 
from toastier southern waters migrated into 
the Northern Cahfomia region over an un¬ 
usually long two-year period of severe heat 
waves, a new scientific report says. 

The 67 species identified in the report in¬ 
clude a carnivorous sea slug that preys on 
other sea slugs, and a sea snail “butterfly” 
usually spotted hundreds of miles away off 
the coast of Mexico. The study by the Uni¬ 
versity of California, Davis was published 
Tuesday in Scientific Reports. 

Not all the species stuck around, but the 
abundance of migration provides a glimpse 
of what the Northern California coast might 
look like in the future, said Eric Sanford, 
lead author and UC Davis professor. 

“I’ve been working here for 14 years and, 
before our very eyes, we are seeing a shift 
in the local marine communities,” he said. 

The 2014-16 period studied by research¬ 
ers began in the Gulf of Alaska as a per¬ 
sistently warm patch in 2013 known as the 
“warm-water Blob” spread south. Later, 
an El Nino event along the equator moved 
north, and the two factors led to unusually 
warm waters. Temperatures in Northern 
California waters, which normally range 
from 50 to 55 degrees Fahrenheit, increased 
3.5 to 7 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Larry Crowder, a professor at Stanford 
University’s Hopkins Marine Station who is 
not affiliated with the study, said the report 
is impressive in documenting how species 
respond to change differently and, in some 
cases, dramatically. He said the report could 
help studies in fisheries management. 

“We’re not sure what it means in terms 
of positive or negative consequences,” 
Crowder said, but “the system is chang¬ 
ing under our feet.” 


IVe been working here 
for 14 years and, before 
our very eyes, we are 
seeing a shift in the local 
marine communities. ^ 

Eric Sanford 

lead author of the study 


Of the 67 species, researchers docu¬ 
mented 37 had set new records in traveling 
north. 

Sanford said the first species they noticed 
was a purple striped jellyfish that washed 
up by their research laboratory in Bodega 
Bay, about 70 miles north of San Francisco. 
That was in July 2014. 

“That was the first indication that we 
were starting to see unusual things,” he 
said. 

From there, researchers catalogued 
chocolate porcelain crabs, a species that 
has been in Northern California for about 
a decade but which boomed in population in 
warmer temperatures. 

They found violet sea snails, only the 
fourth known record of the species north 
of Santa Barbara County, and a type of sea 
slug called the Janolus Nudibranch, usually 
found south of Monterey County. 

Sanford doesn’t necessarily view the 
changes as negative, but migration will 
affect the ecosystem. Researchers, for ex¬ 
ample, discovered that a species of sea slug 
that eats other sea slugs has moved north 
— and appears to be sticking around. 

“There’s potential for that species to 
change the community by eating other spe¬ 
cies,” he said. 



Photos courtesy of Jacqueline Sones/AP 


A violet sea snail is spotted in Bodega Bay, Calif., in April 2016. 



A chocolate porcelain crab is seen at Point St. George, Calif., in May 2017. 



Courtesy of Nekton/AP 


A submersible from the vessel the Ocean Zephyr descends into the Indian Ocean off Alphonse Atoll near 
the Seychelles on Tuesday. 


Indian Ocean mission 
delivers historic live, 
TV-quality broadcast 


By David Keyton 
AND Jerry Harmer 
Associated Press 

ALPHONSE ISLAND, Sey¬ 
chelles — A British-led scientific 
mission to document changes 
taking place beneath the Indian 
Ocean has broadcast its first 
live, television-quality video 
transmission from a two-person 
submersible. 

Monsoon storms and fierce 
underwater currents continued 
to present a challenge at greater 
depths as scientific work began 
in earnest on Tuesday off the 
Seychelles. 

The first transmission came 
from 200 feet down. Previous 
deep-sea livestreams cataloguing 
the world’s oceans have been via 
fiber-optic cable. The new broad¬ 
cast uses cutting-edge wireless 
technology, sending video opti¬ 
cally through the waves. 

The Associated Press is the 
only news agency working with 
British scientists from the Nek¬ 
ton research team on its deep- 
sea mission that aims to unlock 
the secrets of the Indian Ocean, 


one of the world’s least explored 
areas. 

The multinational team of sci¬ 
entists is gathering data to help 
policymakers frame protection 
and conservation measures. 

Nekton mission Director Oli¬ 
ver Steeds said the experience 
battling the waves underlines 
the need to expand scientific 
knowledge of the waters off the 
island nation, which the team is 
there to do. 

“The problem is, when it comes 
to this place, when it came to the 
currents, the last current data 
that was gathered before we 
came here was in 1882,” he said. 
“It’s part of the challenge. This is 
exploration.” 

AP video coverage will include 
exploring the depths of up to about 
985 feet off the Seychelles in two- 
person submarines, the search 
for submerged mountain ranges 
and previously undiscovered ma¬ 
rine life, a behind-the-scenes look 
at life on board, interviews with 
researchers and aerial footage of 
the mission. The seven-week ex¬ 
pedition is expected to run until 
April 19. 
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THE CENSUS 

2 The number of patients at NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence Hospital in Bronxviile who reported seeing a man 
with a shotgun on Sunday. The incident sparked a massive police response, including SWAT teams. Hours later, 
police said, camera footage from outside the patients’ room confirmed there was no individual armed with any kind 
of long gun or handgun on their floor. Police said the patients may have been mistaken. 



J. David Ake/AP 


Remembrance through the fog 

Tourists walk thought the Empty Sky Memorial in Jersey City, N.J., with New York’s Manhattan skyline in the background on an overcast day 
Sunday. Empty Sky, located in Liberty State Park, is the official New Jersey Sept. 11 memorial to the state’s victims of the 9/11 attacks. 



All-female honor flight 
to visit memorials 

m PROVIDENCE—An up¬ 
coming honor flight from 
Rhode Island will be entirely fe¬ 
male for the first time. 

Honor Flight “Victory” will 
head to Washington next month 
with veterans from World War II, 
the Korean War and the Vietnam 
War and from Panama and Ku¬ 
wait. The veterans range in age 
from 47 to 96, and will be accom¬ 
panied by guardians who are all 
women as well. 

Their honor flight will include 
a visit to the World War II Memo¬ 
rial and the Women’s Memorial 
at Arlington National Cemetery, 
among other stops. 

The Rhode Island Fire Chiefs 
Honor Flight is organizing the 
free trip for the veterans. The 
nonprofit has been taking local 
veterans to Washington memori¬ 
als since 2012. 

Dad whose baby choked 
on a lollipop acquitted 

PI MIAMI — Jurors in 
r L Miami acquitted a man 
who was charged with man¬ 
slaughter after his 6-month-old 
son choked on a lollipop. 

The Miami Herald reported a 
jury decided late last week that 
the death of Jermaine Marcell 
Levy’s son Marcell Jr. was acci¬ 
dental and not the result of reck¬ 
less behavior. 

Miami-Dade Assistant Public 
Defender Adam Saper said the 
“tragic accident” never should 
have been charged as a crime. 
He said the baby died on Father’s 
Day 2018 as his father tried to re¬ 
suscitate him. 

Levy, now 20, was arrested 
after police said he hit the ba¬ 
by’s mother in the mouth before 
kidnapping the boy, who he had 
never taken care of. An arrest 
warrant says Levy was homeless 
and couldn’t provide formula for 
the child and gave him a lollipop. 

2 hurt when pole falls 
during soccer tourney 

A n CLARKSVILLE — 
Authorities in western 
Arkansas said a referee and a 
student were injured when strong 
winds toppled a light pole during 
a high school soccer tournament. 

The injuries happened Sat¬ 
urday afternoon during a high 
school boys soccer tournament 
in Clarksville, about 100 miles 
northwest of Little Rock. School 
officials said teams from Mena 
and Dardanelle were playing 
when the wooden light pole broke 
and fell to the ground. 

Officials said a referee suffered 
a broken leg and a Mena student 
suffered superficial injuries. 
Both were taken to a hospital in 
Clarksville. 

The school canceled the tour¬ 
nament and closed the field after 
the pole fell. 

Dynamite might be used 
on dangerous ice jams 

■yP OMAHA — Officials 
1^ b said ice jams could be 
blasted with dynamite to pre¬ 
vent river flooding in eastern 
Nebraska. 

The Papio-Missouri River 


Natural Resources District in 
Omaha has arranged for a pri¬ 
vate contractor whose explosives 
experts would drop dynamite on 
jams from a helicopter. 

District general manager John 
Winkler said the rain and wind in 
the forecast will play a factor in 
whether an explosives crew can 
be flown over the rivers. He said 
people living along the rivers’ 
edges should elevate their pos¬ 
sessions and move valuable boats 
and vehicles out of harm’s way. 

‘Shawshank’ actors to 
reunite for anniversary 

^ ■■ MANSFIELD—Some 
cast members of the 
“The Shawshank Redemption” 
are planning to reunite in Ohio 
for the film’s 25th anniversary. 

The Cincinnati Enquirer re¬ 
ported Mansfield is hosting tours 
and events in August to celebrate 
the anniversary of the movie that 
was filmed almost entirely in the 
northern Ohio city. 

Actors scheduled to appear for 
the reunion include Bob Gunton, 
who played Warden Norton, Wil¬ 
liam Sadler, who played Hey- 
wood, and Mark Rolston, who 
played Bogs. 

Sites featured on the tours in¬ 
clude the Ohio State Reformatory 


and the Shawshank Oak Tree 
Field. The tree used in some of 
the film’s iconic scenes was top¬ 
pled by high winds in 2016. 

The 1994 film starring Tim 
Robbins and Morgan Freeman 
will be screened on Aug. 16 at the 
Renaissance Theatre, where it 
premiered. 

New coalition provides 
athletic shoes for kids 

I ^ MONROE — A new co- 
alition is providing ath¬ 
letic shoes for 40 children at one 
Louisiana elementary school. 

LSU AgCenter nutrition agent 
Markaye Russell said members 
learned that children were com¬ 
ing to the office at Barkdull Faulk 
Elementary School in Monroe, 
crying because their shoes were 
too small and hurt their feet or 
were falling apart. 

She says in a news release that 
those problems made it hard for 
the children to participate in phys¬ 
ical education classes or run and 
play at recess. Physical activity 
lowers the risk of obesity, which 
is a big problem in Louisiana. 

Monroe City School Board 
member Jennifer Haneline pro¬ 
posed the project in September 
to the Ouachita Parish Healthy 
Communities Coalition. 


30 years for man who 
killed wife in pizza fight 

||M Q BRANDON — A Mis- 
ItI sissippi man was sen¬ 
tenced Thursday to 30 years in 
prison for shooting and killing his 
wife after an argument over heat¬ 
ing a pizza. 

Rankin County District Attor¬ 
ney John Bramlett Jr. told media 
outlets that John Preston Finch, 
54, was sentenced on second-de¬ 
gree murder charges. Finch was 
convicted of shooting Amy Renee 
Stewart on Dec. 31, 2016. 

Authorities said sheriff’s depu¬ 
ties arrived at a house near Pela- 
hatchie to find the door open and 
a blood-covered Finch stand¬ 
ing over Stewart’s body. Finch 
showed officers a single-barrel 
shotgun, initially saying the gun 
fired by accident. He later told 
deputies he and Stewart argued 
over the pizza and Finch shot her. 

State pays Lyft to give 
rides to drug treatment 

I lyi MUNSTER — An Indi- 
11^ ana program is helping 
residents get to drug addiction 
treatment by paying for their 
transportation through ride-shar¬ 
ing service Lyft. 

The (Northwest Indiana) Times 


reported that the initiative for 
those with any type of substance 
disorder will begin Saturday. The 
program has been given $40,000 
through June 2020. 

A pilot of the program launched 
in February, with $4,500 spent to 
help those facing opioid addiction. 

The program is a partnership 
between the state Family and 
Social Services Administration 
and Indiana 211, which offers 
information about community re¬ 
sources. Residents can request a 
free ride by calling 211. 

2 horses found dead; 

10 more in poor health 

COLORADO 

\r# W SPRINGS — Authori¬ 
ties said they found two dead 
horses and 10 that were in “vari¬ 
ous stages of emaciation” at a 
property near Colorado Springs. 

The Gazette reported El 
Paso County sheriff’s deputies 
searched the property Monday 
after the Rural Enforcement Out¬ 
reach Team received multiple 
tips about animal neglect. 

Authorities seized the living 
horses and took them to a board¬ 
ing facility approved by the 
American Society for the Preven¬ 
tion of Cruelty to Animals. 

From wire reports 
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Oscar Isaac, left, and Ben Affleck are shown in a scene from “Triple Frontier,” now streaming on Netflix. 

Oscar Isaac gets to show off his Spanish in Triple Frontier’ 


By Sigal Ratner-Arias 

Associated Press 

O scar Isaac says he’s pleased to be 
making more use of his Spanish in 
his newest film, “Triple Frontier.” 
The Guatemalan-American star 
of “Star Wars” and “Ex Machina” plays a 
former special forces operative leading a 
dangerous heist in South America in this 
J.C. Chandor-directed film, which begins 
streaming on Netflix on Wednesday after a 
weeklong run in theaters. 

“I hope to make a whole movie in Spanish,” 
Isaac said in a recent interview, speaking in 
a mix of his mother’s tongue and English. 
He noted this is the most he’s ever spoken 
Spanish onscreen; his only other bilingual 
role was 2014’s “A Most Violent Year,” also 
helmed by Chandor. 

In “Triple Frontier” his character, San¬ 
tiago “Pope” Garcia, gathers his old brothers 
in arms — played by Ben Affleck, Charlie 
Hunnam, Garrett Hedlund and Pedro Pas¬ 
cal — with the promise of “one last job” that 
could turn into a mgjor payday. Their plan 
hinges on taking down an elusive drug lord at 


his hideaway in a South 
American jungle and 
stealing millions with 
the help of an infiltra¬ 
tor (Yovanna, played by 
Adria Arjona). 

It’s the first time they 
undertake a mission for 
their own benefit instead 
of one for their country, 
and things spiral out of 
control when their plan 
takes an unexpected 
turn. 

Isaac said that he 
found Pope interesting because of his 
contradictions. 

“He’s definitely someone who’s honorable 
and believes in the mission that he’s doing,” 
he said. “He is interested in helping his coun¬ 
try, but he’s also frustrated because he’s been 
down there investing a lot of his time and it 
just seems impossible. He sees an opportuni¬ 
ty to take out this very bad drug dealer... and 
at the same time an opportunity to get rich, 
so that’s why he goes and enlists the help of 


these former soldier friends.” 

He also liked that the movie sheds light on 
the difficulties that many veterans face after 
their service has ended. 

“I think that’s definitely something that 
happens not only for the special forces but 
the military at large,” Isaac said. “People 
dedicate their life to serving a country and 
when they get out, you know, they’ve spent a 
lot of time and blood and sanity in difficult, 
very traumatic situations, and they’re ex¬ 
pected to just suddenly switch and become a 
civilian. They find it very difficult to get jobs 
... and the government doesn’t take enough 
care of the veterans.” 

In his next film, Isaac will be back as Re¬ 
sistance commander Poe Dameron this De¬ 
cember in “Star Wars: Episode IX.” 

“I think it’s going to be a very good end¬ 
ing to the entire Skywalker saga, which has 
lasted for these nine films. I think that what 
J.J. (Abrams) and Chris Terrio have done 
with the script will be incredibly fulfilling,” 
he said. “You’ll get to learn new things about 
Poe and about Finn and Rey, of course, so I’ll 
be really excited to share it.” 



Oscar Isaac has 
only had one 
other bilingual 
role, in 2014's 
“A Most Violent 
Year.” 


Hal Blaine, drummer on thousands of records, dies at 90 


Associated Press 

Hal Blaine, the Hall of Fame session 
drummer and virtual one-man soundtrack of 
the 1960s and ’70s who played on the songs of 
Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley and the Beach 
Boys — and laid down one of music’s most 
memorable opening riffs on the Ronettes’ 
“Be My Baby” — died Monday. 

Blaine died of natural causes at his home 
in Palm Desert, Calif, his son-in-law, Andy 
Johnson, told The Associated Press. He was 
90. On hearing of his death, the Beach Boys’ 
Brian Wilson called him “the greatest drum¬ 
mer ever.” 

The winner of a Grammy Lifetime 
Achievement Award last year, Blaine’s name 
was known by few outside the music indus¬ 
try, even in his prime. 

But just about anyone with a turntable, 
radio or TV heard his drumming on songs 
that included Presley’s “Return to Sender,” 
the Byrds’ “Mr. Tambourine Man,” Barbra 
Streisand’s “The Way We Were,” the Beach 




Boys’ “Good Vibra¬ 
tions,” dozens of hits 
produced by Phil Spec- 
tor, and the theme songs 
to “Batman,” “The Par¬ 
tridge Family” and doz¬ 
ens of other shows.” 

As a member of the 
Blaine Los Angeles-based stu¬ 

dio band “The Wreck¬ 
ing Crew,” which also featured keyboard 
player Leon Russell, bassist Carol Kaye and 
guitarist Tommy Tedesco, Blaine forged a 
hard-earned virtuosity and versatility that 
enabled him to adapt quickly to a wide range 
of popular music. According to the Rock & 
Roll Hall of Fame, he played on 40 No. 1 hits, 
150 top 10 songs. 

Blaine played on eight songs that won 
Grammys for record of the year, includ¬ 
ing Sinatra’s “Strangers In the Night” and 
Simon & Garfunkel’s “Bridge Over Troubled 
Water.” 

He might be the only drummer to back 


Presley, Sinatra and John Lennon. 

Some accounts have Blaine playing on 
35,000 songs, but he believed that around 
6,000 was more accurate, still making him 
a strong contender for the most recorded 
drummer in history. In 2000, he was induct¬ 
ed into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 

Other news 

■ Chance the Rapper tied the knot with 
his longtime girlfriend in a star-studded cer¬ 
emony. The Chicago-based rapper posted 
several photos of him and Kirsten Corley on 
his Instagram and Twitter accounts on Mon¬ 
day. He captioned his photos with him sport¬ 
ing a white tuxedo with black pants and her 
wearing a strapless white dress writing “The 
Bennetts.” Reports say the couple married in 
Newport Beach, Calif, on Saturday. The 25- 
year-old rapper, whose real name is Chance- 
lor Jonathan Bennett, shared another photo 
of him with Kanye West, Dave Chappelle and 
Kirk Franklin. 


Hart joins 
Netflix’s 
stand-up 
parade 

Los Angeles Times 

Kevin Hart is the latest stand- 
up comic to move to Netflix with 
Monday’s announcement that the 
comedian’s latest special, “Ir¬ 
responsible,” will arrive on the 
streaming platform on April 2. 

Hart joins a stable of veteran 
comics to release specials exclu¬ 
sive to Netflix, including Dave 
Chappelle, Ellen DeGeneres, 
Chris Rock and Adam Sandler. 
Hart’s previous stand-up special, 
2016’s “What Now,” was a theat¬ 
rical release of a performance at 
Lincoln Financial Field in Phila¬ 
delphia before 50,000 people. 

The hourlong “Irresponsible” 
was filmed before a sold-out 
crowd of 15,000 at the 02 Arena 
in London and, according to Net¬ 
flix’s announcement, addresses 
“a year full of Irresponsible 
behavior.” 

Hart’s name has been in the 
news of late after controversy 
arose around plans for him to 
host the 91st Academy Awards 
earlier this year given his history 
of homophobic material. Hart 
stepped down from the role and 
subsequently apologized for his 
remarks. 


Beyonce, Jay-Z 
to be recognized 
with GLAAD award 

Beyonce and Jay-Z are getting 
recognized for achievements out¬ 
side of music: The power couple 
will be honored at the GLAAD 
Media Awards for accelerating 
LGBTQ acceptance. 

GLAAD announced Monday 
that the Carters will receive its 
Vanguard Award at its 30th annu¬ 
al awards on March 28 at the Bev¬ 
erly Hilton in Beverly Hills, Calif 
The award, previously given to 
Cher, Janet Jackson, Elizabeth 
Taylor and Antonio Banderas, 
honors “allies who have made a 
significant difference in promot¬ 
ing acceptance of LGBTQ peo¬ 
ple,” GLAAD said. 

GLAAD said Beyonce, who has 
a large gay fanbase, is being rec¬ 
ognized for speaking out about 
marriage equality nationwide; 
for including members of the 
LBGTQ community in her music 
videos; and for dedicating one of 
her performances to the victims 
and survivors of the Orlando 
Pulse nightclub shooting. 

Jay-Z received the GLAAD 
Special Recognition Award last 
year for his song and video for 
“Smile,” which featured his 
mother Gloria Carter, who is a 
lesbian. GLAAD said the rap icon 
is being honored because of his 
inclusion of LGBTQ artists in his 
work, from Janet Mock to James 
Baldwin, and for his support of 
marriage equality. 

From The Associated Press 
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STARSK^STRIPES 

Presents 

A STARS AND STRIPES PODCAST 

A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of Private Military 
Contracting and the new reality of modern warfare. 


This month on Force for Hire 
Blackwater, the myth, the fact, the standard 

Blackwater gained a foothold in the public psyche so 
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private military contracting. 
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An in-depth look at the combat veteran who founded an 
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private contractors. 
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OPINION 


Don’t reverse the gains of women in the military 


By Leon E. Panetta 

Special to The Washington Post 

S ix years ago, I had the honor of 
ending the final vestige of overt 
gender discrimination in the gov¬ 
ernment, when, along with then- 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, we opened all military 
jobs to qualified women. People often ask 
me whether the decision to put women on 
the front lines of combat was a difficult 
one. It was not. When we made the deci¬ 
sion, many women were already serving in 
combat zones. Moreover, the military has 
a responsibility to uphold the most funda¬ 
mental American value of equality of op¬ 
portunity for all. 

With that equality comes responsibil¬ 
ity. Last month, a federal court in Texas 
agreed, holding that the Selective Service 
registration requirement should apply to 
women as well as men. This ruling may 
cause the Trump administration to rein¬ 
state the combat exclusion rule. It would 
be a grave, not to mention unconstitutional, 
mistake. 

The fact is, our military readiness has 
improved by giving every qualified indi¬ 
vidual the opportunity to serve. Since 2013, 
women have done the hard work of break¬ 
ing through the previous barriers in a se¬ 
ries of remarkable firsts: the first women to 
graduate from the Army’s Ranger School, 
the first woman to graduate from the Ma¬ 
rine Corps’ infantry officer basic course, 
the first women to integrate into Army 
infantry units, the first woman to become 
an Airborne Ranger, and just this year, the 
first woman graduated from the Marine 
Corps’ highly challenging Winter Moun¬ 
tain Leaders Course. This list will con¬ 
tinue to grow until a woman has occupied 
every job previously closed to them, up to 


the very top of the chain of command. 

Unfortunately, there are those who hold 
on to the prejudices of the past despite the 
realities of the present and future. Some 
have recently resurfaced arguments that 
women don’t belong in combat, arguing 
that the military lowered the physical stan¬ 
dards to accept women in those jobs, and 
that women are disruptive to unit cohesion. 
Columnist Kathleen Parker also argued in 
The Washington Post that we altered the 
definition of combat “so that civilians could 
pretend that this is not a travesty.” 

These are the standard arguments that 
we heard repeatedly during the process 
of making the decision to end gender dis¬ 
crimination in the military. They are not 
only baseless in fact, but are also com¬ 
pletely out of touch with the realities of the 
military today. 

First, with respect to lowering the stan¬ 
dards and negatively affecting combat 
readiness, nothing could be farther from 
the truth. In fact, gender-neutral physical 
standards were created for every job previ¬ 
ously closed, whereas before the only stan¬ 
dard had been gender. The military spent 
three years conducting extensive scien¬ 
tific studies and determined exactly what 
physical and mental skills and abilities are 
needed for each job. By opening all jobs to 
women, and ensuring that every person in 
those jobs meets these standards, actual 
military readiness has improved. 

The second argument — that, as one 
commentator put it in The Wall Street 
Journal, a “more serious effect of sex inte¬ 
gration has become taboo to mention: the 
inevitable introduction of eros into combat 
units” — is hard to dignify with a response, 
particularly in the #MeToo era. Blaming 
women and banning them from serving in 
particular jobs is hardly the appropriate 
response. Indeed, one of the most impor¬ 


tant reasons for ending gender discrimina¬ 
tion against women in the military was the 
fact that the military has struggled with 
the scourge of sexual assault and contin¬ 
ues to work to change its culture that had 
historically regarded women as less than 
equal to men. The reality is that the most 
effective way to deal with sexual assault is 
to increase the number of women in com¬ 
mand positions in the military. Equal lead¬ 
ership is the key to equal service. 

We need women in the military in great¬ 
er numbers than ever to meet our troop- 
strength targets without lowering our 
standards. We want the best to serve and 
have the opportunity to advance regardless 
of gender. Indeed, a key factor in persuad¬ 
ing the top military brass, who had con¬ 
cerns about women in combat, was that the 
“front lines” of battle have fundamentally 
changed. They could not deny that women 

— such as Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill. 

— were already serving in combat and 
playing essential roles in our wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Indeed, more than 80 
women have been killed in fighting since 
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

There are now hundreds of women serv¬ 
ing in positions that had previously been 
closed to them, and tens of thousands of 
others who are aspiring to do the same. 
This is not the time to reverse course and 
undermine their service or weaken our 
military readiness by replacing them. The 
United States is strong because everyone 
deserves a chance to serve our country. To 
fight for our nation is not a privilege for a 
few; it is a right and responsibility for all 
Americans in the 21st century. 

Leon E. Panetta.’chalrman of The Panetta 

Institute for Public Policy, was budget director 
and White House chief of staff under President 
Biil Ciinton and defense secretary and CIA 
director under President Barack Obama. 


With what he offers, Moulton could cost Trump votes 


By Hugh Hewitt 
Special to The Washington Post 

A question for voters who backed 
Donald Trump over Hillary 
Clinton in 2016: Would you vote 
for a Bobby Kennedy-like candi¬ 
date over Trump in 2020? 

The question makes sense only to those 
familiar either via memory or books with 
the New York senator and former U.S. at¬ 
torney general who served in that job under 
his brother John F. Kennedy (and under 
Lyndon B. Johnson), and who was assassi¬ 
nated in June 1968. Bobby Kennedy was a 
tough-as-nails anti-communist, with a rep¬ 
utation for political ruthlessness. He never 
completely abandoned his attachment to 
“TailGunner” Joseph McCarthy even after 
the now-infamous Wisconsin senator and 
redbaiter had been censured by the Senate 
and exiled by Dwight D. Eisenhower to the 
fringes of the Republican Party. Because 
Bobby Kennedy was fiercely loyal to family 
and friends. Genuine loyalty — “Stickin’,” 
James Carville calls it — is an underval¬ 
ued quality in politicians. Voters notice it, 
though, and admire it. 

Bobby Kennedy was also eloquent and 
deeply religious. He was everything his 
awful father and appetite-driven brother 
were not: principled, disciplined, pos¬ 
sessed of extraordinary energy and intel¬ 
ligence, and deeply compassionate. He was 
a reader, a thinker, a lover of poetry. He 
was “great-souled.” 

So, Republicans, would you vote for a 
Democrat like that over Trump? 

Three issues pushed “reluctant Trump” 
voters into the president’s column in 2016: 
national security, the federal judiciary and 
Clinton’s long career of controversy and 
decades of brawls with the right. 


It is unlikely that any Democratic nomi¬ 
nee will satisfy any conservative who un¬ 
derstands — really understands — the 
importance and impact of federal judges 
and thus of judicial selection as an issue in 
presidential elections. But Trump, with a 
huge assist from Senate M^ority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., has already in¬ 
fused the federal bench with enough origi- 
nalist talent to dampen the worst fears 
— high and heartfelt in 2016 — of a Consti¬ 
tution lost forever to the whims of “living 
Constitution” enthusiasts, with a Supreme 
Court and federal appeals courts locked 
into hard-left m^orities for decades ahead. 
That will not happen now, at least not for 
the next two decades. Thus the federal 
judiciary will have cooled for some as an 
issue in 2020. 

National security will not, however, have 
cooled as a decisive issue for millions in 
the middle of the political spectrum. The 
growing obviousness of the superpower 
competition with China ought to drive the 
election, for Beijing is everywhere acting 
boldly in pursuit of a pre-eminent role 
again. 

Bobby Kennedy would understand that 
central fact and threat, would campaign 
on it even as his brother ran a national se¬ 
curity campaign — on an illusory “missile 
gap” — in 1960, would charge right at the 
president’s record on the world stage and 
Trump’s failure to deliver, even remotely, 
on his oft-repeated promise to move the 
Navy to 355 ships. But do today’s Demo¬ 
crats have anyone — anyone at all — who 
is serious about national security? Who 
is, as Sens. Henry “Scoop” Jackson, John 
Glenn and Sam Nunn used to be, a voice 
for a Democratic Party committed to the 
use of American power abroad to protect 
national interests and confront threats to 


the rules-based international order? 

Not yet. Don’t say “What about former 
Vice President Joe Biden?” Very few peo¬ 
ple enjoy the bipartisan credibility of for¬ 
mer Defense Secretary Robert Gates, who 
was pointed in his assessment of Biden’s 
record in his memoir, even as he praised 
Biden’s integrity: “I think he has been 
wrong on nearly every mqjor foreign poli¬ 
cy and national security issue over the past 
four decades.” If you want a replay of the 
failed Iran deal or a return of appeasement 
of Cuba and indifference to Venezuela, 
Biden’s your guy. And Sen. Bernie Sand¬ 
ers, Sen. Kamala Harris and the rest are 
all to his left. 

But if Marine Corps veteran — four 
tours in Iraq and the recipient of a Bronze 
Star — Rep. Seth Moulton, D-Mass., steps 
onto the stage. Democratic voters in the 
primaries will be startled by his serious¬ 
ness on national security. They should no¬ 
tice he is the perfect challenger to Trump 
(who is praying for Sanders but will settle 
for Sen. Elizabeth Warren or Harris). 
There’s a lot of “Bobby” in Moulton when 
it comes to scrappiness. And there are a lot 
of Republicans who would have to give him 
a hard look, as they will any Democrat who 
spends time making the case that he or she 
won’t spend a presidency apologizing for 
the United States, but defending it. 

There is no candidate more qualified 
to talk persuasively about defending the 
national interest than one who has actu¬ 
ally done just that — defended the country 
while risking life and limb. Keep an eye on 
Moulton. 

Washington Post contributing columnist Hugh 
Hewitt hosts a nationally syndicated radio 
show and is author of “The Fourth Way: The 
Conservative Playbook for a Lasting GOP 
Majority.” 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


VW planning 
to make more 
electric cars 

Associated Press 

FRANKFURT, Germany — German automaker 
Volkswagen said Tuesday it plans to ramp up its pro¬ 
duction of electric vehicles over the next 10 years to 
22 million and reduce its carbon footprint over ve¬ 
hicle life cycles by 30 percent. 

Previously, the company said it would aim for 15 
million. That was ambitious in itself given that it 
made fewer than 50,000 battery-only vehicles last 
year. 

The company is pivoting to electric vehicles as it 
seeks to comply with new limits on carbon dioxide 
emissions in Europe and a push by China for more 
low-emission vehicles. 

The company also disclosed that operating profit 



Christophe Gateau, dpa/AP 


Herbert Diess, CEO of Volkswagen AG, speaks 
during the annual press conference of the car 
manufacturer in Wolfsburg, Germany, on Tuesday. 

at its core Volkswagen brand, one of 12, fell to 3.2 
billion euros ($3.6 billion) from 3.3 billion last year 
as the company faced bottlenecks certifying vehi¬ 
cles under new emissions tests. 

The company said operating results for the group 
in 2018 rose 0.4 percent to 17.1 billion euros on sales 
that rose 2.7 percent to 235.8 billion euros. Net profit 
for the year rose 6 percent to 12.2 billion euros. 

CEO Herbert Diess said at the company’s annual 
news conference that the company met its profit 
goal with an operating margin of 7.3 percent. 


Lawyers: Musk’s tweet complied with settlement 


Google paid former 
executive $35M after 
assault investigation 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk should not be found in con¬ 
tempt of court because he has 
complied with the terms of a se¬ 
curities fraud settlement, his at¬ 
torneys wrote in documents filed 
Monday night with the U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Court in Manhattan. 

Musk’s lawyers wrote that a 
Feb. 19 tweet merely restated 
prior disclosures on electric car 
production volumes. They wrote 
that the tweet after the markets 
closed did not reveal material in¬ 
formation, nor did it alter the mix 
of data available to investors. 

The lawyers also accused the 
Securities and Exchange Commis¬ 
sion of censorship and of violating 


Musk’s First Amendment rights. 

U.S. District Judge Alison Na¬ 
than ordered Musk to respond 
to a motion for contempt filed by 
the SEC. The agency alleges the 
Feb. 19 tweet was inaccurate and 
violated a requirement for tweets 
that could influence Tesla’s stock 
price to be approved by a compa¬ 
ny lawyer. 

Musk’s 13-word Feb. 19 tweet 
said that Tesla would produce 
around 500,000 vehicles this year, 
but it wasn’t approved by the com¬ 
pany’s “disclosure counsel,” the 
SEC said in court records. 

The lawyer quickly realized it 
and summoned Musk to the com¬ 
pany’s Fremont, Calif, factory to 
help write a correction four hours 
later. The company would make 


vehicles at a rate of 500,000 per 
year, but it wouldn’t produce a 
half-million in 2019. 

The response by Musk attor¬ 
ney and Enron prosecutor John 
C. Hueston, of Newport Beach, 
Calif, also said that the settlement 
allows Musk “reasonable discre¬ 
tion” to determine if his communi¬ 
cations would require the lawyer’s 
approval. 

Even though in his view there 
was no need to do it. Musk posted 
a clarification to the tweet after 
speaking with the lawyer, the pa¬ 
perwork said. 

It was unclear Monday night 
when Nathan would rule on the 
SEC’s contempt motion, which 
was filed on Feb. 25. 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Google 
paid former search executive 
Amit Singhal $35 million in an 
exit package when he was re¬ 
portedly forced to resign after a 
sexual assault investigation, ac¬ 
cording to court documents re¬ 
leased Monday. 

Details of the exit package were 
revealed as part of a shareholder 
lawsuit against the company, one 
that followed a published report of 
payouts Google made to executives 
accused of sexual misconduct. 

The lawsuit targets the board 
of Google parent Alphabet, charg¬ 
ing that its members had a duty to 
protect the company and its share¬ 
holders from risk and reputation 
damage. Instead, it says, the board 
agreed to pay off and otherwise 
support male executives facing 
misconduct charges — opening 
the company to reputational and 
financial damage by doing so. 

Singhal was one subject of a 
New York Times investigation last 
year that revealed Google paid 
Android creator Andy Rubin $90 
million in a severance package 
after the company found allega- 


MARKET WATCH 


March 11,2019 

Dow Jones 200.64 

industrials 25,650.88 

Nasdaq 149.92 

composite 7,558.06 

Standard & 40.23 

Poor’s 500 2,783.30 

Russell 27.00 


tions of sexual assault against him 
were credible. Rubin has denied 
the claims. 

Singhal has also denied the 
claims against him, saying in a 
statement to The Associated Press 
in 2017 he had not been accused of 
harassment before and that he left 
Google on his own terms. Singhal 
did not immediately return a re¬ 
quest for comment Monday. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 13).$1.1573 

Dollar buys (March 13).€0.8641 

British pound (March 13).$1.35 

Japanese yen (March 13).108.00 

$outh Korean won (March 13).1,100.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3145 

Canada (Dollar).1.3375 

China (Yuan) 6 7078 

Denmark (Krone).6.6139 

Egypt (Pound).17.4420 

Euro.$1.1278/0.8867 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8499 

Hungary (Forint).279.60 

Israel (Shekel) 3 6196 

Japan (Yen) 111 16 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3040 

Norway (Krone).8.6304 

Philippines (Peso).52.88 

Poland (Zloty) 3 81 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7504 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3557 

South Korea (Won).1,129.54 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0077 

Thailand (Baht).31.64 

Turkey (Lira).5.4555 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.40 

30-year bond.3.03 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Taj Mahal city 
5 Chatter 

8 Pugilist’s weapon 

12 Regrets 

13 Half of bi- 

14 Bygone Peruvian 

15 Diamond parts 

17 Miles away 

18 Thai or Korean 

19 Oscar 
contenders 

21 Leaves 

24 Medit. nation 

25 Buckeye State 
28 Take five 
30 Yoga pad 

33 Mafia boss 

34 Emulate Lincoln 

35 Bedazzle 

36 Diet, info 

37 Nick and 
Nora’s pet 

38 Arm bone 

39 Fireplace residue 
41 Luminary 
43 Charlton 

Heston film 
46 Seraglio 

50 Aware of 

51 Endless time 
or space 

54 Burning heap 

55 Automobile 

56 Sci-fi fleet 

57 Declares 

58 Lock opener 

59 Faxed 

3-13 

HV ESFRWSLI OSJJXRE M 

ZRYOMHQ EFMXX, O M Q B I 

VYTHO JHR, NR ZSTXL WR 

TJEROOHQB ONR MJJXR OMYO. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I GRABBED TIGHTLY TO 
THE BACK OF THAT GUY’S FOOT RELENTLESSLY, 
UNTIL AT LAST HE CRIED “ANKLE!” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals F 


DOWN 

1 Met solo 

2 Weaponry 

3 Mortgage 
again, 
for short 

4 Italian 
cheese 

5 Actor Brynner 

6 Moreover 

7 Galileo’s 
birthplace 

8 Decrees 

9 Casual 

10 Cicatrix 

11 Old salts 

16 Rock’s Brian 

20 Refer to 

22 Messes up 

23 Plane 
assignments 

25 Peculiar 


26 Garden tool 

27 Foot soldiers 
29 Sports figure? 
31 Bristle 
32Chai, e.g. 

34 Diamond 

Head locale 
38 Seventh planet 
40 Loafers, e.g. 

42 Sashimi fish 

43 Conks on 
the head 

44 “May It Be” 
singer 

45 “Casablanca” 
cafe owner 

47 Teeming 

48 Harrow rival 

49 Island in 
a computer 
game 

52 Scot’s refusal 

53 Saute 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


Orlando 

Birmingham 

Atlanta 

Memphis 


AAF 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 

5 0 0 1.000 149 77 

3 2 0 .600 91 64 

2 3 0 .400 67 123 

- 4 0 .200 81 113 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
L T - - 


Pet PF PA 

3 2 0 .600 96 no 

320 .600 111 89 

- - - .400 109 106 

.200 90 112 


San Antonio 
San Diego 

Arizona z j u 

Salt Lake 1 4 0 

Saturday’s games 
Orlando 31, Birmingham 14 
San Diego 27, Salt Lake 25 
Sunday’s games 
Atlanta 23, Memphis 20 
San Antonio 29, Arizona 25 
Saturday, March 16 
Memphis at Salt Lake 
Arizona at Orlando 

Sunday, March 17 
San Antonio at Atlanta 
Birmingham at San Diego 


Columbus _ _ _ . _ _ 

D.C. United 10 1 4 2 0 

Toronto FC 1 0 0 3 3 1 

Montreal 1 1 0 3 3 3 

Orlando City 0 0 2 2 3 3 

New York City FC 0 0 2 2 2 2 

New York 0 0 1 111 

Chicago 0 11 12 3 

New England 0 11 113 

Atlanta 0 11 113 

Cincinnati 0 11 12 5 

Philadelphia 0 2 0 0 1 5 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Seattle 2 0 0 6 6 1 

Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 2 

Minnesota United 2 0 0 6 6 2 

FC Dallas 10 1 4 3 1 

Flouston 10 1 4 3 2 

Real Salt Lake 10 1 4 2 1 

Sporting KC 1 1 0 3 3 2 

LA Galaxy 1 1 0 3 2 3 

Colorado 0 11 13 5 

Portland 0 11 14 7 

Vancouver 020 024 

San Jose 0 2 0 0 1 5 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Seattle at Chicago 
FC Dallas at Columbus 
Vancouver at Flouston 
San Jose at New York 
Montreal at Orlando City 
Real Salt Lake at D.C. United 
Minnesota United at LA Galaxy 
Sunday’s games 

Los Angeles FC at New York City FC 
Portland at Cincinnati 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
New England at Toronto FC 
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado 


Pro baseball 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ men’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Mar. 10, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Gonzaga (41) 29-2 1,572 1 

2. Virginia (23) 28-2 1,559 2 

3. North Carolina 26-5 1,474 3 

4. Kentucky 26-5 1,373 6 

5. Duke 26-5 1,298 4 

6. Michigan St. 25-6 1,226 9 

7. Texas Tech 26-5 1,211 8 

8. Tennessee 27-4 1,200 5 

9. LSU 26-5 1,089 10 

10. Michigan 26-5 1,041 7 

11. Houston 29-2 963 12 

12. Florida St. 25-6 856 14 

13. Purdue 23-8 831 11 

14. Nevada 28-3 684 17 

15. Kansas St 24-7 680 18 

16. Virginia Tech 23-7 625 15 

17. Kansas 23-8 602 13 

18. Buffalo 28-3 539 19 

19. Wisconsin 22-9 466 21 

20. Wofford 28-4 387 22 

21. Maryland 22-9 319 24 

22. Auburn 22-9 268 - 

23. Marquette 23-8 109 16 

24. Cincinnati 25-6 108 20 

25. Villanova 22-9 80 23 

Others receiving votes: UCF 62, VCU 53, 

Mississippi St. 37, Utah St. 34, New Mexi¬ 
co St. 16, Louisville 11, Murray St. 11, Iowa 
St. 8, Temple 4, Clemson 3, Liberty 1. 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through March 10, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Gonzaga (28) 29-2 796 1 

2. Virginia (4) 28-2 772 2 

3. North Carolina 26-5 735 3 

4. Kentucky 26-5 684 6 

5. Duke 26-5 632 4 

6. Texas Tech 26-5 610 8 

7. Michigan state 25-6 590 11 

8. Tennessee 27-4 557 4 

9. LSU 26-5 515 10 

10. Houston 29-2 496 12 

11. Michigan 26-5 494 7 

12. Purdue 23-8 471 9 

13. Florida state 25-6 426 13 

14. Kansas state 24-7 406 17 

15. Virginia Tech 23-7 304 16 

16. Buffalo 28-3 289 20 

17. Nevada 28-3 277 18 

18. Kansas 23-8 267 14 

19. Wisconsin 22-9 246 21 

20. Wofford 28-4 191 22 

21. Maryland 22-9 136 24 

22. Marquette 23-8 105 15 

23. Cincinnati 25-6 104 19 

24. Auburn 22-9 76 - 

25. Villanova 22-9 65 23 

Others receiving votes: UCF 27, Mis¬ 
sissippi state 26, VCU 21, Utah State 19, 
Hofstra 13, Arizona State 11, Washington 
11, Murray State 10, Iowa State 8, Louis¬ 
ville 3, Seton Hall 3, Liberty 2, Baylor 1, 
UC Irvine 1. 


Spring training 

Monday’s games 

Atlanta 6, Pittsburgh 2 
Detroit 3, Minnesota 0 
Houston 6, N.Y. Mets 3 
St. Louis 3, Washington 2 
Tampa Bay 8, Philadelphia 2 
Cincinnati 5, Cleveland 5 
L.A. Angels 12, Texas (ss) 11 
San Francisco 4, L.A. Dodgers 1 
Milwaukee 8, Chicago White Sox 5 
Colorado 6, Oakland 3 
Kansas City (ss) 5, Seattle 1 
Texas (ss) 6, Kansas City (ss) 2 
Tuesday’s games 

Detroit vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla. 
N.Y. Mets vs. Miami at Jupiter, Fla. 

^ Mmnesota vs. Pittsburgh at Braden- 

St. Louis vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla. 
Tampa Bay vs. Toronto at Dunedin, 
Fla. 

Seattle vs. Chicago White Sox (ss) at 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Chicago White Sox (ss) vs. Kansas 
City at Surprise, Ariz. 

Houston vs. Washington at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Baltimore vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, 
Fla. 

San Diego (ss) vs. Cincinnati (ss) at 
Goodyear, Ariz. 

Oakland vs. San Diego (ss) at Peoria, Ariz. 
Texas vs. Arizona at Scottsdale, Ariz. 
Milwaukee vs. San Francisco at Scott¬ 
sdale, Ariz. 

Cincinnati (ss) vs. Chicago Cubs at 
Mesa, Ariz. 


conference tournaments 

America East Conference 
Championship 
Friday, March 15 
Hartford at Maine 

Atiantic Sun Conference 
Semifinais 

Wednesday, March 13 
Kennesaw State at Florida Gulf Coast 
North Florida at Liberty_ 
Championship 
Sunday, March 17 
Semifinal winners 

Big East Conference 
At Chicago 
Semifinals 
Monday, March 11 
Marquette 75, Georgetown 62 
DePaul 80, Creighton 69 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 12 
Marquette vs. DePaul 

Big Sky Conference 
At Boise, Idaho 
First Round 
Monday, March 11 
N. Arizona 74, Sacramento St. 69 
S. Utah 64, Montana 56 
Eastern Washington 81, Weber State 74 
Quarterfinais 
Tuesday, March 12 
Idaho vs. Northern Arizona 
Portland State vs. Montana State 
Northern Colorado vs Southern Utah 
Idaho State vs. Eastern Washington 
Big South Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 12 
S.C. Upstate at Charleston Southern 
Longwood at Campbell 
Presbyterian at Winthrop 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 14 
At Radford, Va. 

Radford vs. Winthrop-Presbyterian 
winner 

UNC Asheville vs. Gardner-Webb 

At High Point, NX. 

High Point vs. Charleston Southern- 
S.C. Upstate winner 

Hampton vs. Campbell-Longwood 
winner 

Big 12 Conference 
At Oklahoma City 
Championship 
Monday, March 11 

Baylor 67, Iowa State 49 


Big West Conference 
At Irvine, Calif. 

First Round 
Tuesday, March 12 

UC Irvine vs. UC Santa Barbara 
Cal State Fullerton vs. Long Beach State 
Second Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
UC Riverside vs. lower-seeded first- 
round winner 

Cal State Northridge vs. higher-seed¬ 
ed first-round winner 

At Anaheim, Calif. 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 15 

UC Davis vs. lower-seeded second- 
round winner 

Hawaii vs. higher-seeded second- 
round winner 

Colonial Athletic Association 
At Newark, Del. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 

Elon vs. Hofstra 

William & Mary vs. College of Charleston 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 14 
James Madison vs. Elon-Hofstra winner 
Towson vs. Delaware 
Drexel vs. William & Mary-College of 
Charleston winner 

UNC Wilmington vs. Northeastern 
Conference USA 
At Frisco, Texas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
Southern Miss. vs. North Texas 
Old Dominion vs. FAU 
Charlotte vs. Louisiana Tech 
Marshall at UTEP 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 14 
Rice vs. Southern Miss.-North Texas 
winner 

Western Kentucky vs. Old Dominion- 
FAU winner 

UAB vs. Charlotte-Louisiana Tech winner 
Middle Tennessee vs. Marshall-UTEP 
winner 

Horizon League 
At Detroit 
Semifinals 
Monday, March 11 
Wright State60, lUPUl 51 
Green Bay 55, Youngstown State 53 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 12 
Wright State vs. Green Bay 
Ivy League 
At New Haven, Conn. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 16 
Princeton vs. Cornell 
Pennsylvania vs. Harvard 
Championship 
Sunday, March 17 
Semifinal winners 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
At Albany, N.Y. 
Championship 
Monday, March 11 
Ouinnipiac 81, Marist 51 

Mid-American Conference 
First Round 
Monday, March 11 
Eastern Michigan 61, Akron 59 
N. Illinois 70, W. Michigan 69 
Kent St. 86, Bowling Green 62 
Toledo 67, Ball St. 63 

At Cleveland 
Quarterfinals 
Wednesday, March 13 
Central Michigan vs. Akron 
Buffalo vs. Kent State 
Ohio vs. N. Illinois 
Miami vs. Toledo 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
At Norfolk, Va. 

First Round 
Monday, March 11 
Howard 59, Florida A&M 53 
Coppin State 50, Morgan State 48 
Tuesday, March 12 
Delaware State vs. N.C. Central 
S.C. State vs. Savannah State 
Quarterfinals 
Wednesday, March 13 
N.C. A&T vs. Delaware State-N.C. Cen¬ 
tral winner 

Maryland Eastern Shore vs. S.C. State- 
Savannah State winner 

Thursday, March 14 
Bethune-Cookman vs. Coppin State 
Norfolk State vs. Howard 

Missouri Valley Conference 
At Moline, III. 

First Round 
Thursday, March 14 
Indiana State vs. Valparaiso 
Loyola of Chicago vs. Evansville 
Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 15 
Drake vs. Indian" ■ 

winner 

Illinois State vs. Bradley 
Missouri State vs. Loyola of Chicago- 
Evansville winner 

Northern Iowa vs. Southern Illinois 
Mountain West Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Sunday, March 10 
Nevada 78, San Jose State 68 
San Diego State 63, Air Force 55 
Utah State 62, Colorado State 59 
Quarterfinals 
Monday, March 11 
Boise State 72, Nevada 67 
Fresno State 66, UNLV 55 
San Diego St. 70, New Mexico 61, OT 
Wyoming 64, Utah St. 41 
Semifinals 
Tuesday, March 12 
Boise State vs. Fresno State 
San Diego State vs. Wyoming 
Championship 
Wednesday, March 13 
Semifinal winners 


Northeast Conference 
At Higher-Seeds 
First Round 
Monday, March 11 

Sacred Heart 68, Wagner 51 
Robert Morris 64, Fairleigh Dickinson 38 
Mount St. Mary’s 80, St. Francis (N.Y.) 74 
St. Francis (Pa.) 91, Bryant 78 

Semifinals 
Thursday, March 14 

Robert Morris vs. St. Francis (Pa.) 
Sacred Heart vs. Mount St. Mary’s 

Championship 
Sunday, March 17 
Semifinal winners 

Patriot League 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
First Round 
Saturday, March 9 
Lafayette 63, Army 61 
Loyola (Md.) 58, Navy 45 
Quarterfinals 
Monday, March 11 
Bucknell 88, Loyola (Md.) 63 
Lehigh 78, Colgate 68 
American 67, Lafayette 47 
Holy Cross 72, Boston U. 70 
Semifinals 
Thursday, March 14 
Bucknell vs. Holy Cross 
American vs. Lehigh 

Championship 
Sunday, March 17 
Semifinal winners 

Southland Conference 
At Katy, Texas 
First Round 
Thursday, March 14 
Sam Houston State vs. Central Arkansas 
Texas A&M-CC vs. New Orleans 
Second Round 
Friday, March IS 

Abilene Christian vs. Sam Houston 
State-Central Arkansas winner 

Nicholls vs. Texas A&M-Corpus Chris- 
ti-New Orleans winner 

Semifinals 
Saturday, March 16 
Lamar vs. Abilene Christian—Sam 
Houston State-Central Arkansas winner 
Stephen F. Austin vs. Nicholls—Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi-New Orleans win- 

Championship 
Sunday, March 17 
Semifinal winners 
Southwestern Athletic Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 12 
Alabama A&M at Prairie View A&M 
Texas Southern at Grambling State 
Alabama State at Jackson State 
MVSU at Southern University 
Summit League 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 12 
South Dakota State vs. South Dakota 
Sun Belt Conference 
First Round 
Monday, March 11 
Coastal Carolina 63, Arkansas St. 49 
South Alabama 73, Loulsiana-Lafayette 61 
At New Orleans 
Second Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
Appalachian State vs. Coastal Caro- 


. State-Valparaiso 


llna 

Texas State vs. South Alabama 
Third Round 
Thursday, March 14 

Georgia State vs. Appalachian State- 
Coastal Carolina winner 

Troy vs. Texas State—South Alabama 
winner 

West Coast Conference 
At Las Vegas 
Semifincils 
Monday, March 11 

Gonzaga 78, Saint Mary’s 77, 20T 
BYU 68, Pepperdine 63 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 12 

Gonzaga vs. BYU 

Western Athletic Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
New Mexico State vs. Chicago State 
UMKCvs. Utah Valley 
Texas-Rio Grande Valley vs. Seattle 
Cal State Bakersfield vs. Grand Canyon 

AP Women’s top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Mar. 10, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Baylor (28) 30-1 700 1 

2. UConn 30-2 663 2 

3. Notre Dame 30-3 652 4 

4. Mississippi St. 30-2 609 5 

5. Louisville 29-3 578 3 

6. Stanford 28-4 568 7 

7. Oregon 29-4 533 6 

8. Iowa 26-6 508 10 

9. Maryland 28-4 454 8 

10. NC State 26-5 447 9 

11. Oregon St. 24-7 360 11 

12. Gonzaga 27-3 357 14 

13. Iowa St. 25-7 309 19 

13. Marquette 25-6 309 17 

15. Syracuse 24-8 287 18 

16. South Carolina 21-9 284 12 

17. Texas A&M 24-7 279 15 

18. Kentucky 24-7 262 13 

19. Miami 24-8 234 16 

20. UCLA 20-12 114 25 

21. Drake 25-5 110 22 

22. Texas 23-9 94 21 

23. Arizona St. 20-10 91 20 

24. Rice 25-3 85 24 

25. Florida St. 23-8 77 22 

Others receiving votes: DePaul 34, 

South Dakota St. 33, South Dakota 22, 
Missouri 13, Florida Gulf Coast 10, BYU 9, 
Kansas St 8, UCF 3, Wright St. 1, Quinni- 
piac 1, Boise St. 1, Rutgers 1. 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHiTE SOX - Placed RHP 
Michael Kopech on the 60-day DL. 
Claimed LHP Josh Osich off waivers from 
Baltimore. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned SS 
Yu Chang and RHPs Jefry Rodriguez and 
Ben Taylor to Columbus (IL). 

DETROIT TIGERS - Optioned SS Willie 
Castro to Toledo (IL) and SS Sergio Al¬ 
cantara to Erie (EL). 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Agreed to 
terms with C Martin Maldonado on a 
one-year contract. Placed C Salvador 
Perez on the 60-day injured list. Optioned 
RHPs Conner Greene and Josh Staumont 
to Omaha (PCD. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Signed RHPs 
Miguel Almonte, Jake Jewell, Justin An¬ 
derson, Luis Madero, Jaime Barria, Key- 
nan Middleton, Ty Buttrey, Felix Pena, 
Jesus Castillo, Taylor Cole, Noe Ramirez 
and John Curtiss; INFs Luis Rengifo, Da¬ 
vid Fletcher and Taylor Ward; Cs Jose Bri- 
ceno and Kevan Smith; OF Michael Her- 
mosillo; LHPs Dillon Peters, Jose Suarez 
and Williams Jerez; and RHP/OF Shohei 
Ohtani to one-year contracts. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Optioned RHP 
Daniel Mengden to Las Vegas (PCL). 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Optioned RHP 
Erik Swanson, LHP Justus Sheffield and 
INF Shed Long to Tacoma (PCL). Reas¬ 
signed INF Evan White, OF Kyle Lewis 
and C Joe DeCarlo to their minor league 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Signed 
OF Adam Jones to a one-year contract. 
Placed RHP Silvino Bracho on the 60-day 
IL. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Reassigned OF 
Jose Siri and RHPs Jimmy Herget, Fe¬ 
lix Jorge, Keury Mella, Alex Powers and 
Jackson Stephens to minor league camp. 
Signed INFYonathan Mendoza to a minor 
league contract. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned OFs 
Yonathan Daza and Sam Hilliard, INF 
Josh Fuentes and RHPs Ryan Castellan!, 
Rayan Gonzalez and Jesus Tinoco to Al¬ 
buquerque (PCL) and RHP Justin Law¬ 
rence to Hartford (EL). Reassigned INFs 
Tyler Nevin and Colton Welker, RHP Rico 
Garcia, LHP Evan Grills and C Brian Ser- 
ven to minor league camp. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Released 
RHP Josh Fields. Optioned RHPs Dennis 
Santana and Brock Stewart, C Keibert 
Ruiz and INF Edwin Rios to their minor 
league camp. Reassigned OFs Kyle Gar- 
lick and Shane Peterson and C Will Smith 
to their minor league camp. 

NEW YORK METS - Optioned RHPs 
Walker Lockett and Corey Oswalt to mi¬ 
nor league camp. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 
SS Arquimedes Gamboa to Reading (EL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Optioned LHP 
Genesis Cabrera, RHP Giovanny Gallegos, 
RF Adolis Garcia and SS Edmundo Sosa 
to Memphis (PCL). Optioned INF Ramon 
Urias and OF Lane Thomas to Memphis 
(PCL). Reassigned RHPs Connor Jones 
and Jake Woodford and Cs Jose Godoy 
and Brian O’Keefe to their minor league 
camp. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Optioned 
RHP Sam Coonrod, OF Chris Shaw, INFs 
Abiatal Avelino, Ryder Jones and Breyvic 
Valera to minor league camp. Reas¬ 
signed RHPs Shaun Anderson, Enderson 
Franco and Keyvius Sampson to minor 
league camp. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Signed S Co¬ 
lin Jones to a two-year contract. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Re-signed TE Ben 
Braunecker to a two-year contract. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Re-Signed S 
Brandon Wilson to a one-year contract. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Terminated 
the contract of TE Darren Fells. 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed WR Danny 
Amendola. Released CB Nevin Lawson. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Re-signed DE An¬ 
gelo Blackson, WR DeAndre Cater and DE 
Joel Heath. 

MINNESOTA VIKIKNGS - Terminated 
the contract of OL Mike Remmers. De¬ 
clined the 2019 option on S Andrew 
Sendejo. Tendered contracts to S Antho¬ 
ny Harris and OT Rashod Hill. 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS - Agreed to 
terms with LB Craig Robertson on a two- 
year contract extension and S Chris Ban¬ 
jo on a three-year contract extension 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Re-Signed C 
Spencer Pulley. 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES - Re-sIgned 
OL Jason Peters. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Agreed to terms 
with S Kenny Vaccaro on a multiyear 
contract and RB David Fluellen on a one- 
year contract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CALGARY FLAMES - Recalled D Mi¬ 
chael Stone from a conditioning assign¬ 
ment with Stockton (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Recalled D 
Colton White from Binghamton (AHL). 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Reassigned G 
Chris Nell from Hartford (AHL) to Maine 
(ECHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

SPORTING KANSAS CITY - Signed M 
Gedion Zelalem from Arsenal (Premier 
League-England). 

COLLEGE 

OHIO STATE - Reinstated C Kaleb 
Wesson to the men’s basketball team. 

TEXAS — Reinstated men’s senior 
basketball G Kerwin Roach IL 

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 26 
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BNP Paribas Open 

Monday 

The Indian Wells Tennis Garden 
indian Weiis, Caiifornia 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 


Third Round 

Milos Raonic (13), Canada, def. Mar¬ 
cos Giron, United States, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Al¬ 
exander Zverev (3), Germany, 6-3, 6-1. 

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, def. Praj’nesh 
Gunneswaran, India, 6-3, 7-6 (3). 

Gael Monfils (18), France, def. Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 6-0, 6-3. 

Miomir Kecmanovic, Serbia, def. Laslo 
Dj'ere, Serbia, 6-2, 7-6 (3). 

Dominic Thiem (7), Austria, def. Gilles 
Simon (27), France, 6-3, 6-1. 

Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, def. Felix 
Auger-Aliassime, Canada, 6-7 (2), 6-4, 7- 

Women 
Third Round 

Angelique Kerber (8), Germany, def. 
Natalia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 3-6, 6-1, 
6-3. 

Anett Kontaveit (21), Estonia, def. An- 
astasija Sevastova (11), Latvia, 5-0 re- 

Karolina Pliskova (5), Czech Republic, 
def. Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, 6-3, 
6-2. 

Aryna Sabalenka (9), Belarus, def. Le- 
sia Tsurenko (24), Ukraine, 6-2, 7-5. 

Venus Williams, United States, def. 
Christina McHale, United States, 6-2, 7-5. 

Mona Barthel, Germany, def. Julia Go- 
erges (15), Germany, 7-5,1-6, 6-4. 

Belinda Bencic (23), Switzerland, def. 
Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, 6-4, 6-2. 

Naomi Osaka (1), Japan, def. Danielle 
Collins (25), United States, 6-4, 6-2. 


Second Round 

Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and 
Floria Tecau, Romania, def. Henri Kon- 
tinen, Finland, and John Peers (8), Aus¬ 
tralia, 6-3, 7-6 (1). 

Nikola Mektic, Croatia, and Horacio 
Zeballos, Argentina, def. Pierre-Hugues 
Herbert, and Nicolas Mahut (1), France, 
2-6, 7-6 (7), 13-11. 

Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert 
Farah (5), Colombia, def. Lucas Pouille, 
France, and Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland, 
6-2, 6-2. 

Women 
Second Round 

Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina Sin¬ 
iakova (1), Czech Republic, def. Alicja 
Rosolska, Poland, and Yang Zhaoxuan, 
China, 7-6 (2), 4-6, 10-7. 

Kiki Bertens, Netherlands, and Donna 
Vekic, Croatia, def. Jennifer Brady and 
Alison Riske, United States, 6-4,6-0. 


College baseball 


Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, records through March 10, total 
points and last week’s ranking. Voting 
IS done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Florida State 13-1 494 1 

2. N.C. State 15-0 493 5 

3. Oregon State 12-1-1 491 3 

4. Vanderbilt 13-3 490 2 

5. Mississippi State — 

6. UCLA 


7. Texas Tech 

8. Stanford 

9. Arizona State 

10. LSU 

11. Coastal Carolina 

12. Clemson 

13. Georgia 

14. North Carolina 

15. Louisville 

16. Florida 

17. Arkansas 

18. South Carolina 

19. Mississippi 

20. Texas 

21. Texas A&M 

22. Tennessee 

23. Auburn 

24. San Diego 

25. UC Santa Barbara 

26. Alabama 

27. Baylor 

28. Miami 

29. Illinois 

30. East Carolina 


11-3 485 6 

11- 3 482 10 

12- 3 480 11 

15-0 477 17 

11- 4 476 9 

13-3-1 474 12 

12- 3 472 20 

14-2 469 15 

12- 4 467 4 

11- 4 464 13 

13- 5 463 14 

12- 2 462 16 


15-1 449 24 

14- 2 447 27 

12-4 446 - 

11- 2 445 - 

15- 2 443 - 

10-4 439 21 

12- 3 436 28 

10-3 434 30 
12-5 430 - 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Albertus Magnus 13, Baptist Bible 1 
Kenyon 9, Immaculata 8 
Plymouth St. 13, FDU-Florham 8 
Ursinus 5, SUNY Poly 2 

SOUTH 

Ave Maria 7, Lawrence Tech 6 
Keiser 5, Aquinas 4 
Lindsey Wilson 7, Talladega 6 
Montreat 11, Edward Waters 10 
Murray St. 4, Austin Peay 0 
Piedmont 12, Peace 3 
MIDWEST 

Benedictine (Kan.) 2, Clarke 1 
Cincinnati 4, Bowling Green 3 
Columbia (Mo.) 14, Hannibal-LaGrange 3 
Graceland (Iowa) 14, Missouri Valley 9 
Mount Mercy 9-4, Baker 3-3 
Park 7, William Woods 3 
Washington (Mo.) 5, Marywood 4 
FAR WEST 

CS Bakersfield 17, Fairleigh Dickinson 2 
Minnesota 3, Seattle 2 
Utah 10, Niagara 6 
Utah Valley 8, Niagara 2 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams ir 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hocke; 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hocke> 
Online, with first-place votes in pareh 
theses, records through March 10 and 
previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. St. Cloud State (49) 27-4-3 999 1 

2. Minnesota State 29-7-2 905 4 

3. UMass (1) 26-8-0 904 2 

4. Minnesota Duluth 21-11-2 853 3 

5. Quinnipiac 25-7-2 821 5 

6. Ohio State 20-9-5 726 7 

7. Providence 21-9-6 671 8 

8. Denver 19-10-5 632 6 

9. Northeastern 23-10-1 628 9 

10. Cornell 17-8-4 534 10 

11. Clarkson 22-10-2 507 11 

12. Western Michigan 20-13-1 441 12 

13. Arizona State 21-12-1 355 13 

14. Harvard 17-9-3 346 14 

15. Bowling Green 23-9-5 307 15 

16. Notre Dame 20-13-3 286 16 

17. Penn State 21-14-2 153 18 

18. UMass Lowell 18-11-5 152 16 

19. North Dakota 18-15-2 105 19 

20. Lake Superior 23-11-2 61 20 

Others receiving votes: Union 54, Min¬ 
nesota 30, Northern Michigan 16, Ameri¬ 
can International 11, Maine 3. 

Conference tournaments 

ATLANTIC HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
Quarterfinals 
(Best-of-three) 

Wednesday, March 13 

RIT at Sacred Heart 

Thursday, March 14 
RIT at Sacred Heart 

Friday, March 15 
Army at American International 
Robert Morris at Bentley 
RIT at Sacred Heart (if necessary) 
Niagara at Air Force 

Saturday, March 16 
Army at American International 
Robert Morris at Bentley 
Niagara at Air Force 
Sunday, March 17 (if necessary) 
Army at American International 
Robert Morris at Bentley 
Niagara at Air Force 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
Semifinals 
Saturday, March 16 
Minnesota at Notre Dame 
Sunday, March 17 
Penn State at Ohio State 
ECAC 

Quarterfinals 

(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 15 

Dartmouth at Harvard 
Brown at Quinnipiac 
Yale at Clarkson 
Union at Cornell 

Saturday, March 16 
Dartmouth at Harvard 
Brown at Quinnipiac 
Yale at Clarkson 
Union at Cornell 

Sunday, March 17 (if necessary) 

Dartmouth at Harvard 
Brown at Quinnipiac 
Yale at Clarkson 
Union at Cornell 

HOCKEY EAST 
First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 15 
Maine at Northeastern 
Boston College at Providence 
New Hampshire at UMass 
Boston University at UMass Lowell 
Saturday, March 16 
Maine at Northeastern 
Boston College at Providence 
New Hampshire at UMass 
Boston University at UMass Lowell 
Sunday, March 17 (if necessary) 
Boston University at UMass Lowell 
Boston College at Providence 
New Hampshire at UMass 
Maine at Northeastern 
NCHC 
First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 15 

Colorado College at Western Michigan 
Miami at St. Cloud State 
Omaha at Minnesota Duluth 
North Dakota at Denver 

Saturday, March 16 
Colorado College at Western Michigan 
Miami at St. Cloud State 
Omaha at Minnesota Duluth 
North Dakota at Denver 
Sunday, March 17 (if necessary) 
Colorado College at Western Michigan 
Miami at St. Cloud State 
Omaha at Minnesota Duluth 
North Dakota at Denver 
WCHA 
First Round 
(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 8 

Lake Superior State 4, Bemidj'i State 2 
Northern Michigan 5, Alaska 4, 20T 
Bowling Green 3, Michigan Tech 2 
Minnesota State 3, Alabama Huntsville 1 

Saturday, March 9 

Lake Superior State 3, Bemidj'i State 1, 
LSSU advances 2-0 

Northern Michigan 4, Alaska 3, NMU 
advances 2-0 

Bowling Green 6, Michigan Tech 2, 
BGSU advances 2-0 

Minnesota State 4, Alabama Hunts¬ 
ville 1, MSU advances 2-0 

Semifinals 

(Best-of-three) 

Friday, March 15 

Bowling Green at Northern Michigan 
Lake Superior State at Minnesota State 
Saturday, March 16 
Bowling Green at Northern Michigan 
Lake Superior State at Minnesota State 
Sunday, March 17 (if necessary) 
Bowling Green at Northern Michigan 
Lake Superior State at Minnesota State 


FIFA study backs 48-team 
World Cup, Qatar sharing 


By Rob Harris 

Associated Press 

LONDON — A FIFA feasibility study concluded 
the 2022 World Cup can expand to 48 teams by 
using at least one of Qatar’s neighbors as an ad¬ 
ditional host, and found there is a low legal risk to 
changing the format and an additional $400 million 
in revenue could be generated. 

The Associated Press obtained a copy of the 81- 
page report on Monday that assesses the political, 
logistical and legal issues surrounding adding 16 
teams — a significant change to the format more 
than eight years after Qatar won the hosting rights. 
The report was prepared by the governing body so 
its FIFA Council can agree in principle on expand¬ 
ing the tournament at a meeting in Miami on Fri¬ 
day. A final decision would come in June. 

The study identified stadiums in Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates 
that could be used but said Qatar would have to ap¬ 
prove which nations it would partner with. 

Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and the UAE severed eco¬ 
nomic, diplomatic and travel ties with Qatar in 2017, 
which prevents flights between the countries. The 
study says FIFA accepts that the ongoing political 
spat prevents their involvement in the tournament. 
The AP reported last week that FIFA was looking 
at Kuwait and Oman as options for games in 2022, 
given their neutrality in the Gulf diplomatic crisis. 

“As it currently stands, the nature of Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE’s relations with Qatar is 
such that it would be challenging to organize a co¬ 
hosted tournament between Qatar and one or more 
of these countries,” the feasibility study states. 


“Candidate co-hosts would need to be regarded 
as sufficiently cooperative,” the study adds. “Such 
co-hosts would not sanction or boycott economically 
or otherwise any other potential co-host country, in¬ 
cluding the main host, Qatar.” 

With logistics already challenged by the existing 
plan to play 64 games in eight stadiums spread over 
a 30-mile radius in Qatar, FIFA said two to four ad¬ 
ditional venues are required in the region “with one 
or more” nation. 

FIFA stipulates that any additional hosts would 
have to supply government assurances, including on 
its human rights requirements. 

“The involvement of additional neighboring host 
countries would require certain conditions to be 
met, in particular the consent of the relevant au¬ 
thorities in the main host country, Qatar,” the FIFA 
report states. “Therefore, FIFA cannot conclusively 
stipulate which host countries would be part of a co¬ 
hosting arrangement with FIFA and Qatar at this 
moment.” 

The study highlights that venues with at least 
40,000 seats — for games up to the quarterfinals 
— were demanded of 2026 World Cup bidders but 
doesn’t come to a conclusion on minimum capacities 
for 2022. While eight potential additional stadiums 
are identified in the region in the FIFA study, only 
two in the UAE, one in Saudi Arabia and one in Ku¬ 
wait meet the 2026 requirements. 

“Whilst a 10-stadium tournament could be consid¬ 
ered in the event that up to six matches are played 
per day during the group stage and matches are held 
in the same venue on consecutive days, 12 stadiums 
would still be preferable,” the study says. 


Foltynewicz no-go for opener 



John Bazemore/AP 


Atlanta Braves pitcher Mike Foltynewicz will not be ready for 
opening day. The right-hander hasn't been abie to pitch during spring 
training because of discomfort in his elbow due to bone spurs. 


Associated Press 

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — Bothered 
by a sore elbow, Mike Foltynewicz 
will not be ready to pitch for the 
Atlanta Braves on opening day. 

The All-Star right-hander has 
yet to make an appearance in a 
spring training game because 
of discomfort in his elbow that 
began about two weeks ago. While 
not believed to be a serious issue, 
Foltynewicz was forced to push 
back his throwing schedule. 

General manager Alex Antho- 
poulos said Monday the team has 
been mapping out his routine for 
the next several weeks, but that 
won’t leave enough time for him to 
be ready for the March 28 opener 
at NL East rival Philadelphia. 

“We’re just trying to figure out 
at what point do we get him up to 
five innings?” Anthopoulos said. 
“He’s not that far removed from 
throwing (off the mound), but we 
still want to be careful how we 
build him up. If he was going to 
come back as a reliever, he’d be 
ready to go that first series. But 
right now, the way it’s trending, 
it’s going to take a little bit of time 
in the season to get him stretched 
out to start.” 

Foltynewicz was expected to 
make his first opening-day start 
after emerging as Atlanta’s top 
starter last year, when he went 
13-10 with a 2.85 ERA and was se¬ 
lected for his first All-Star Game. 
He recorded 202 strikeouts in 183 


innings for the Braves, who won 
the NL East title and made their 
first playoff appearance since 
2013. 

With Foltynewicz out, the 
Braves could go with right-hand¬ 
er Julio Teheran (9-9, 3.94 ERA 
in 2018) on opening day for the 
sixth year in a row. Lefty Sean 
Newcomb (12-9, 3.90) is another 
possibility. 

“Philadelphia has a lot of right- 


handed bats,” Anthopoulos said. 
“Obviously, Bryce (Harper) is 
fantastic from the left side, but 
it is a right-handed-hitting team. 
Certain guys do line up well with 
right-handers. That being said, 
we’re playing more than one 
game against them. I know it’s a 
big deal who gets the opening-day 
start. We’ll just line things up and 
see who gives us the best chance 
to win.” 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference Flyers 3, Senators 2 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts 

x-TampaBay 70 53 13 


Boston 

Toronto 

Montreal 

Florida 

Buffalo 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


42 22 


GF GA 

„ .. . ... 272 183 

42 18 9 93 207 173 

“ " ■ " 246 199 

208 207 
224 234 
194 219 
188 238 
205 261 


36 26 
30 27 

68 30 29 9 6 

69 24 35 10 5 

70 23 41 6 5 

Metropoiitan Division 


Washington __ .. _. 

N.Y. Isianders 69 40 22 
Caroiina 69 38 24 
Pittsburgh 69 37 23 
Coiumbus 69 38 28 
Phiiadeiphia 69 34 27 
N.Y. Rangers 69 28 28 
New Jersey 69 25 35 


) 237 212 
r 200 168 
i 208 191 
i 237 210 
) 209 204 
; 212 228 
) 198 227 
) 191232 


Ottawa 10 1-2 

Phiiadeiphia 0 3 0—3 

First Period— 1, Ottawa, Tierney 8 
(Harpur, Baicers), 9:48. 

Second Period— 2, Philadelphia, Lind- 
biom 13 (Gostisbehere, Couturier), 2:02. 

3, Phiiadeiphia, RaffI 6 (Patrick), 6:02. 

4, Philadelphia, Laughton 11 (Konecny, 
RaffI), 19:23. 

Third Period— 5, Ottawa, Chlapik 1 
(Chabot, Smith), 17:03. 

Shots on Goai-Ottawa 6-5-11-22. 
Phiiadeiphia 10-15-11-36. 

Power-piay opportunities— Ottawa 0 
of 2; Phiiadeiphia 0 of 4. 

Goaiies— Ottawa, Anderson 14-24-4 
(36 shots-33 saves). Phiiadeiphia, Elliott 
11-8-1 (22-20). 

A-18,193 (19,543). T-2:22. 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashviiie 

St. Louis 

Daiias 

Minnesota 

Coiorado 

Chicago 

San Jose 
Caigary 
Vegas 


Centrai Division 

OT Pts GF GA 

84 233 202 


68 40 24 

70 39 26 

68 36 25 7 

68 35 28 5 

70 33 29 8 

70 30 28 12 

69 30 30 9 

Pacific Division 
69 42 19 8 

- 42 20 7 


Arizona 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Anaheim 
Los Angeies 


83 210 If 
79 198 188 
75 172 172 
74 191 205 

72 223 218 
69 234 256 

92 249 210 
91 241 199 
81 212 196 

73 184 195 
69 195 223 
65 187 217 
63 161 214 
58 164 220 

point 


70 38 27 

69 34 30 

31 31 

__ 28 32 

70 27 34 

_^.... 69 25 36 

Note: Two points for a ...,_ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams ii. 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 

Sunday’s games 
Florida 6, Detroit 1 
Washington 3, Winnipeg 1 
Pittsburgh 4, Boston 2 
Calgary 6, Vegas 3 
Los Angeles 3, Anaheim 2 
Monday’s games 
Phiiadeiphia 3, Ottawa 2 
Tampa Bay 6, Toronto 2 
N.Y. Islanclers 2, Coiumbus 0 
San Jose 3, Minnesota 0 
Chicago 7, Arizona 1 
Edmonton 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, OT 
Carolina 3, Coiorado 0 

Tuesday’s games 
Daiias at Buffalo 
Boston at Columbus 
Washington at Pittsburgh 
Detroit at Montreal 
San Jose at Winnipeg 
Arizona at St. Louis 
New Jersey at Caigary 
Nashviiie at Anaheim 

Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Toronto 
New Jersey at Edmonton 
N.Y. Rangers at Vancouver 
Thursday’s games 
Pittsburgh at Buffalo 
Montreal vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nassau 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Washington at Philadelphia 
St. Louis at Ottawa 
Tampa Bay at Detroit 
Boston at Winnipeg 
Daiias at Minnesota 
Anaheim at Arizona 
Nashviiie at Los Angeles 
Florida at San Jose 

Monday 

Islanders 2 , Blue Jackets 0 

Columbus 0 0 0-0 

N.Y. Islanders 1 0 1-2 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Islanders, Pulock 
8 (Clutterbuck, Pelech), 6:11. 

Third Period— 2, N.Y Islanders, Lee 24 
(Filppula), 18:30. 

Shots on Goal— Columbus 8-12-11—31. 
N.Y. Islanders 8-8-4-20. 

Power-play opportunities— Columbus 
Oof 1; N.Y. Islanders Oof 2. 

Goalies— Columbus, Bobrovsky 29-22- 
1 (19 shots-18 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Gre- 
iss 20-11-2 (31-31). 

A-11,827 (13,917). T-2:15. 

Sharks 3, Wild 0 

San Jose 0 1 2—3 

Minnesota 0 0 0-0 

Second Period—1, San Jose, Goodrow 
6 (Vlasic, Heed), 14:06. 

Third Period— 2, San Jose, HertI 31 
(Meien Nyquist), 4:37. 3, San Jose, Cou- 

Shot's on Goal-San Jose 11-8-10-29. 
Minnesota 11-6-7—24. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 0 
of 2; Minnesota 0 of 3. 

Goalies— San Jose, Jones 34-13-5 (24 
shots-24 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 27- 
23-6 (29-26). 

A-18,907 (18,064). T-2:20. 

Hurricanes 3, Avaianche 0 

Carolina 0 1 2—3 

Colorado 0 0 0-0 

Second Period— 1, Carolina, Hamiiton 
13 (Svechnikov, Wiiliams), 10:07. 

Third Period— 2, Carolina, Svechnikov 
16 (Teravainen, Faulk), 7:08. 3, Caro¬ 
lina, Svechnikov 17 (Pesce, Teravainen), 
17:33. 

Shots on Goal— Carolina 9-14-10—33. 
Coiorado 14-11-13-38. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 0 
of 1; Colorado 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Carolina, Mrazek 18-12-3 (38 
shots-38 saves). Colorado, Grubauer 11- 
9-3 (32-30). 

A-16,711 (18,007). T-2:19. 


Lightning 6, Mapie Leafs 2 

Tampa Bay 2 3 1—6 

Toronto 0 1 1—2 

First Period— 1, Tampa Bay, Johnson 23 
(McDonagh, Kucherov), 10:07. 2, Tampa 
Bay, Cirelli 14 (Killorn, Sergachev), 18:38. 

Second Period— 3, Tampa Bay, John¬ 
son 24 (Point, McDonagh), 4:20. 4, Tampa 
Bay, Palat 8 (Rutta, Coburn), 4:50. 5, To¬ 
ronto, Matthews 31 (Johnsson, Zaitsev), 
11:49.6, Tampa Bay, Paquette 11 (Gourde, 
Hedman), 18:16 (sh). 

Third Period— 7, Tampa Bay, Paquette 
12 (Rutta, Gourde), 5:59. 8, Toronto, 
Brown 6 (Kadri, Marleau), 19:55. 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 14-13-15— 
42. Toronto 9-10-9—28. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 

Bay 0 of 1; Toronto 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Vasiievskiy 32-8- 
4 (28 shots-26 saves). Toronto, Sparks 7- 
5-1 (23-21), Andersen 33-14-4 (19-15). 

A-19,491 (18,819). T-2:28. 

Biackhawks 7 , Coyotes 1 

Arizona 1 0 0—1 

Chicago 2 4 1—7 

First Period— 1, Arizona, Panik 12 
(Dvorak), 4:27. 2, Chicago, Perlini 9 (De- 
Brincat, Seabrook), 6:38.3, Chicago, Saad 
22 (Toews, Gustafsson), 8:09. 

Second Period— 4, Chicago, Periini 10 
(Strome, Kahun), 3:16. 5, Chicago, Kunitz 
3 (Kruger, Kampf), 6:26. 6, Chicago, Kane 
41 (Anisimov, Kahun), 8:50. 7, Chicago, 
Toews 30, 14:08. 

Third Period— 8 , Chicago, Perlini 11 
(Murphy, DeBrincat), 19:56. 

Shots on Goal— Arizona 6-9-10—25. 
Chicago 11-16-7-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Arizona 0 
of 2; Chicago 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Arizona, Pickard 4-5-2 (18 
shots-15 saves), Kuemper 22-16-5 (16- 
12). Chicago, Crawford 10-15-2 (25-24). 

A-21,574 (19,717). T-2:26. 


Oilers 3, Rangers 2 (OT) 

N.Y. Rangers 011 0-2 

Edmonton 2 0 0 1—3 

First Period— 1, Edmonton, McDavid 34 
(Chiasson, Draisaiti), 6:08 (pp). 2, Edmon¬ 
ton, Benning 3 (Draisaiti, Kassian), 8:02. 

Second Period— 3, N.Y. Rangers, 
Lemieux 11 (Shattenkirk), 11:29. 

Third Period— 4, N.Y. Rangers, Howden 
5 (Lemieux), 1:33. 

Overtime— 5, Edmonton, Draisaiti 42 
(Nurse, McDavid), 0:35. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Rangers 8-11-11— 
30. Edmonton 8-14-10-1-33. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 1; Edmonton 1 of 3. 

Goalies— N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 10-11- 
3 (33 shots-30 saves). Edmonton, Koski- 
nen 21-15-4 (30-28). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:36. 


Calendar 

April 6 — Last day of reguiar season. 
April 10 — Staniey Cup piayoffs begin. 
May 27-June 1 — NHL scouting com¬ 
bine, Buffalo, N.Y. 



Jim Mone/AP 


The Wild's Eric Fehr, bottom, 
is upended by the San Jose 
Sharks’ Micheal Haley during 
the third period of Monday’s 
game in St. Paul, Minn. 



Adam Hunger/AP 


Islanders goaltender Thomas Greiss, right, makes a save behind Columbus Blue Jackets left wing Nick 
Foligno during the third period of Monday’s game in Uniondale, N.Y. The Islanders won 2-0. 

Roundup 


Greiss notches 31 saves 
as Isles shut out Jackets 


Associated Press 

UNIONDALE, N.Y. — Thomas Greiss made 31 
saves in his fifth shutout of the season, helping the 
New York Islanders beat the Columbus Blue Jackets 
2-0 on Monday night. 

Ryan Pulock and Anders Lee scored as New 
York (40-22-7) improved its playoff positioning in 
the tough Metropolitan Division. The Islanders im¬ 
proved to 16-8-1 against divisional opponents. 

Columbus (38-28-3) lost for the fourth time in six 
games, dropping into a tie with Montreal for the 
second wild card in the Eastern Conference. Sergei 
Bobrovsky made 18 saves, but the Blue Jackets were 
unable to get to the steady Greiss. 

Pulock put the Islanders in front when he drove 
a slap shot by Bobrovsky 6:11 into the first. Pulock 
surpassed his point total from his rookie year, regis¬ 
tering his 33r(l point of his sophomore season. 

Lee added an empty-netter in the third period. 

Sharks 3, Wild 0: Martin Jones made 24 saves to 
continue his hot streak and lead visiting San Jose to 
its fifth straight win. 

Barclay Goodrow, Tomas Hertl and Logan Cou¬ 
ture scored for the Sharks. 

Devan Dubnyk made 26 saves for the Wild. 

For Jones, it was his third shutout and 34th win 
of the season. Twenty-five of those wins have come 
since the start of December, the best total in the 
league over that span. Jones is the first goaltender 
in San Jose history to post four consecutive 30-win 
seasons, and he’s the only goaltender in the league 
since 2015-16 to have four 30-win seasons. 

Flyers 3, Senators 2: Oskar Lindblom, Michael 
RaffI and Scott Laughton scored in the second pe¬ 
riod to lead hard-charging host Philadelphia to the 
win. 

The Flyers have won four of five games to move 
into the wild-card race. Brian Elliott, subbing for 
the injured Corey Hart, made 20 saves. 

The lowly Senators lost for the 11th time in 12 
games. Chris Tierney and Filip Chlapik scored, and 
Craig Anderson stopped 33 shots. 

Hurricanes 3, Avalanche 0: Andrei Svechnikov 
had two goals and an assist, Petr Mrazek stopped 
38 shots and Carolina earned a rare win at Pepsi 
Center. 


Defenseman Dougie Hamilton also scored as the 
Hurricanes won in Denver for just the second time 
in 13 games since Colorado moved into its longtime 
home for the 1999-2000 season. 

Mrazek’s fourth shutout of the season propelled 
the Hurricanes into a tie with Pittsburgh for third 
place in the Metropolitan Division. Carolina cur¬ 
rently holds the tiebreaker. 

Colorado remains two points behind Minnesota 
for the final wild-card spot. The Wild lost earlier to 
San Jose. 

Lightning 6, Maple Leafs 2: Tyler Johnson and 
Cedric Paquette each scored two goals, powering 
NHL-leading Tampa Bay to another road victory. 

Anthony Cirelli and Ondrej Palat also scored for 
Tampa Bay (53-13-4), and Ryan McDonagh, Yanni 
Gourde and Jan Rutta had two assists apiece. Nikita 
Kucherov helped set up the game’s first goal for his 
NHL-best 111th point of the season. 

Andrei Vasiievskiy made 26 saves to improve to 
12-1-2 over his last 15 starts. 

Biackhawks 7, Coyotes 1: Brendan Perlini 
scored three goals against his former team for his 
first career hat trick, and host Chicago earned its 
third straight win. 

Patrick Kane fired in his 41st goal as Chicago 
moved within five points of the second wild card in 
the Western Conference. Jonathan Toews, Brandon 
Saad and Chris Kunitz also scored, and Corey Craw¬ 
ford made 24 saves. 

Arizona had won eight of nine to surge back into 
the playoff picture. Richard Panik scored against 
his former team early in the first period, but the 
Biackhawks took charge midway through the open¬ 
ing frame. 

Oilers 3, Rangers 2 (OT): Leon Draisaiti scored 
35 seconds into overtime and had a pair of assists, 
helping host Edmonton to the victory. 

Connor McDavid and Matt Benning also scored 
for the Oilers (31-31-7), who improved to 7-2-2 in 
their last 11 games. 

New York lost for the seventh time in its last eight 
games. Brendan Lemieux and Brett Howden scored 
for the Rangers (28-28-13), and Alexandar Georgiev 
made 30 saves. 
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NBA 



Rick Bowmer/AP 

The Thunder’s Russell Westbrook gets into a heated verbal altercation with fans during the first half 
against the Utah Jazz on Monday in Salt Lake City. 

Westbrook confronts fans 


OKC guard says racial taunt prompted threat in win 


Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — Russell 
Westbrook got into a heated ver¬ 
bal altercation with fans. The All- 
Star guard ended up having the 
last word on the court. 

Westbrook had 23 points, 11 
rebounds and eight assists to lead 
the Oklahoma City Thunder to a 
98-89 victory over the Utah Jazz 
on Monday night. Dennis Schro¬ 
der led the way with 24 points to 
help the Thunder sweep the sea¬ 
son series. 

An altercation between West¬ 
brook and a pair of Jazz fans in 
the stands took place early in the 
second quarter after what he felt 
was a racial taunt. According to 
the Thunder guard, they told him 
to “get down on my knees like I 
used to.” Westbrook was caught 
on video cursing at a fan and 
threatening him and his wife. 

Westbrook expressed concern 
following the game at the verbal 
abuse he and teammates have 
received from fans on the road. 
He said he is done tolerating their 
disrespect. 

“There’s got to be something 
done,” Westbrook said. “There’s 
got to be some consequences for 
those type of people that come to 
the game just to say and do what¬ 
ever they want to say. I don’t think 
it’s fair to the players.” 

Jazz security issued multiple 
warning cards and the team said 
in a postgame statement that it 
will be investigating the exchange 
between Westbrook and fans. 

“Players and fans have a shared 
responsibility to create a safe and 
respectful environment,” the 
Jazz statement said. “If it is deter¬ 
mined that any fans violated the 
NBA Code of Conduct, appropri¬ 
ate action will be taken.” 


The fan said in a TV interview 
that neither he nor his wife cursed 
at Westbrook. 

Paul George chipped in 14 
points and 11 rebounds for Okla¬ 
homa City. Steven Adams and 
Jerami Grant added 12 points 
apiece. 

Westbrook took over after the 
Jazz rallied in the fourth quarter. 
Royce O’Neale cut the deficit to 
89-83 on a pair of three-pointers. 
Utah didn’t get any closer. West¬ 
brook scored back-to-back bas¬ 
kets as part of a 9-1 run that put 
the Thunder up 98-84 with 1:32 
remaining. 

“We did a great job of just com¬ 
peting,” Schroder said. “Defen¬ 
sively and offensively. Just having 
fun, going back to our identity.” 

Rockets 118, Jazz 106: 
James Harden scored 28 points 
and Eric Gordon added 22 as host 
Houston cruised to a season-high 
ninth straight win. 

A night after Gordon ended 
a streak of 43 straight games 
where Harden led the team in 
scoring, the Beard was Houston’s 
top scorer again. But Gordon had 
another strong outing, making 
five three-pointers for the third 
straight game and the fourth in 
five games. 

Clippers 140, Celtics 115: 

Lou Williams scored 34 points 
and became the NBA’s career 
leader in points off the bench as 
host Los Angeles beat Boston for 
its fifth straight win. 

Williams came into the game 
needing 28 points to pass Dell 
Curry, who had 11,147 points 
when not starting. Williams sur¬ 
passed Curry with 9:53 remain¬ 
ing in the fourth quarter with a 
driving layup. 

Nets 103, Pistons 75: Spen¬ 
cer Dinwiddle scored 19 points 


and host Brooklyn routed Detroit 
to move into sixth place in the 
Eastern Conference. 

Allen Crabbe finished with 14 
points and 10 rebounds, Rodions 
Kurucs scored 13 points, and Joe 
Harris and Caris LeVert each 
added 12 as the Nets took control 
early in the game and never let 
up. 

Cavaliers 126, Raptors 101: 

Collin Sexton scored 28 points, 
Kevin Love had 16 points and 
18 rebounds, and host Cleveland 
routed Toronto. 

Toronto’s Serge Ibaka and 
Cleveland’s Marquese Chriss 
were ejected for fighting late in 
the third quarter. Ibaka went to 
the floor after the two were bat¬ 
tling for position under Cleve¬ 
land’s basket as the Raptors 
attempted a full-court pass that 
sailed out of bounds. 

Ibaka shoved Chriss from be¬ 
hind and grabbed near his neck 
before throwing a punch. Chriss 
responded with a punch before 
players from both teams sepa¬ 
rated the two. Ibaka immediately 
headed for the locker room and 
both players were kicked out after 
the officials conferred. 

Wizards 121, Kings 115: 
Bradley Beal scored 21 of his 27 
points after halftime, helping host 
Washington beat Sacramento de¬ 
spite twice giving back double¬ 
digit leads. 

Beal added nine rebounds and 
nine assists for the llth-place 
Wizards, who moved within 3 Vi 
games of the eighth Eastern Con¬ 
ference playoff spot currently 
held by idle Miami. 

Jabari Parker added 18 points 
off the bench and Bobby Portis 
had 17 points and 13 rebounds as 
Washington began a five-game 
homestand. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

nto 48 20 .706 

elphia 42 25 .627 

n 41 27 .603 

lyn 36 33 .522 

ork 13 54 .194 

Southeast Division 

- 35 .470 


Miami 
Oriando 
Chariotte 
Washington 
Atianta 

x-Miiwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Centrai Division 


37 .456 
37 .448 
39 .418 
45 .338 


17 .746 - 

42 25 .627 8 

34 32 .515 15'/2 

19 49 .279 31'/2 

17 50 .254 33 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet I 

Houston 42 25 .627 • 

San Antonio 38 29 .567 

New Orleans 30 39 .435 : 

Memphis 28 40 .412 : 

Dallas 27 39 .409 : 

Northwest Division 
Denver 43 22 .662 • 

Oklahoma City 41 26 .612 

Portland 40 26 .606 

Utah 37 29 .561 

Minnesota 32 35 .478 : 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 45 21 .682 • 

LA. Clippers 39 29 .574 

Sacramento 33 33 .500 

L.A. Lakers 30 36 .455 : 

Phoenix 16 52 .235 : 

x-clinched playoff spot 

Sunday’s games 
Detroit 131, Chicago 108 
Philadelphia 106, Indiana 89 
Toronto 125, Miami 104 
Atlanta 128, New Orleans 116 
Memphis 105, Orlando 97 
Houston 94, Dallas 93 
Minnesota 103, New York 92 
San Antonio 121, Milwaukee 114 
Phoenix 115, Golden State 111 
Monday’s games 
Cleveland 126, Toronto 101 
Washington 121, Sacramento 115 
Brooklyn 103, Detroit 75 
Houston 118, Charlotte 106 
Oklahoma City 98, Utah 89 
L.A. Clippers 140, Boston 115 
Tuesday’s games 
Cleveland at Philadelphia 
New York at Indiana 
L.A. Lakers at Chicago 
Milwaukee at New Orleans 
San Antonio at Dallas 
Minnesota at Denver 
Portland at L.A. Clippers 

Wednesday’s games 
Brooklyn at Oklahoma City 
Orlando at Washington 
Detroit at Miami 
Memphis at Atlanta 
Golden State at Houston 
Utah at Phoenix 

Thursday’s games 
Cleveland at Orlando 
Oklahoma City at Indiana 
Sacramento at Boston 
L.A. Lakers at Toronto 
Minnesota at Utah 
Dallas at Denver 


Monday 

Clippers 140, Celtics 115 

BOSTON - Brown 9-13 1-2 22, Morris 

3- 9 4-4 11, Horford 5-12 0-0 10, Irving 8- 
17 0-0 18, Smart 3-5 1-1 8, Ojeleye 1-3 2-4 
4, Hayward 3-7 1-2 8, Yabusele 0-2 1-2 1, 
Theis 1-2 0-0 2, Baynes 1-4 0-0 2, Williams 
III 0-0 1-2 1, Rozier 10-14 0-0 26, Wana- 
maker 0-3 2-2 2. Totals 44-91 13-19 115. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Shamet 4-6 0-0 11, 
Gallinari 9-12 3-3 25, Zubac 6-7 2-2 14, 
Gilgeous-Alexander 4-7 3-3 12, Beverley 

4- 8 1-1 11, Harrell 8-12 4-5 20, Green 2-6 
0-0 4, Chandler 1-2 0-0 2, Temple 0-4 2-4 
2, Williams 14-20 4-4 34, Wallace 0-1 0-0 
0, Thornwell 1-1 2-3 5. Totals 53-86 21-25 
140. 

Boston 19 30 36 30-115 

L.A. Clippers 25 37 39 39-140 

Three-point goals—Boston 14-36 (Ro¬ 
zier 6-9, Brown 3-5, Irving 2-7, Hayward 1- 
1, Smart 1-3, Morris 1-4, Baynes 0-1, Ojel¬ 
eye 0-1, Yabusele 0-1, Wanamaker 0-1, 
Horford 0-3), L.A. Clippers 13-28 (Gallinari 
4-5, Shamet 3-5, Beverley 2-3, Williams 2- 
6, Gilgeous-Alexander 1-1, Thornwell 1- 
1, Chandler 0-1, Temple 0-3, Green 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 29 
(Brown 7), L.A. Clippers 47 (Zubac, Green 
7). Assists—Boston 26 (Irving 11), L.A. 
Clippers 29 (Beverley 6). Total Fouls— 
Boston 24, L.A. Clippers 26. Technicals— 
Morris. A-19,068 (18,997). 


Thunder 98, Jazz 89 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 2-8 10-12 
14, Grant 4-11 3-4 12, Adams 6-10 0-0 12, 
Westbrook 9-19 3-6 23, Ferguson 2-5 0-0 5, 
Grantham 0-0 0-0 0, Nader 1-1 0-0 3, Noel 

2-3 1-2 5, Patterson 0-0 0-0 0, Morris 0-4 0- 
0 0, Schroder 10-18 2-3 24, Burton 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 36-79 19-27 98. 

UTAH - Ingles 2-9 0-0 5, Favors 2-5 1-2 
5, Gobert 5-8 5-7 15, Mitchell 8-22 6-8 25, 
O’Neale 6-13 0-0 17, Crowder 5-15 0-0 12, 
Sefolosha 1-3 0-0 3, Niang 0-1 0-0 0, Udoh 
1-1 0-0 2, Exum 0-5 0-0 0, Allen 1-1 0-0 3, 
Korver 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 32-88 12-17 89. 
Oklahoma City 22 28 27 21-98 

Utah 21 16 26 26-89 


Three-point goals—Oklahoma City 7- 
22 (Westbrook 2-4, Schroder 2-5, Nader 
1-1, Grant 1-4, Ferguson 1-4, Morris 0-1, 
George 0-3), Utah 13-43 (O’Neale 5-10, 
Mitchell 3-8, Crowder 2-8, Allen 1-1, Se¬ 
folosha 1-3, Ingles 1-7, Favors 0-1, Exum 
0-2, Korver 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Oklahoma City 48 (George, 
Westbrook 11), Utah 48 (Gobert 12). As¬ 
sists—Oklahoma City 18 (Westbrook 8), 
Utah 22 (Ingles 8). Total Fouls-Okla- 
homa City 21, Utah 25. Technicals—Utah 
coach Jazz (Defensive three second) 2. 
A-18,306 (18,306). 


Rockets 118, Hornets 106 

CHARLOTTE - Bacon 5-11 2-2 13, 
Bridges 5-12 1-1 12, Hernangomez 1-3 0-0 
2, Walker 14-20 6-7 40, Lamb 3-12 0-0 8, 
Kaminsky 5-12 3-3 15, Biyombo 0-1 0-0 0, 
Graham 2-6 0-0 6, Monk 3-12 2-2 10. Totals 
38-89 14-15 106. 

HOUSTON - Gordon 7-14 3-4 22, Tuck¬ 
er 1-4 0-0 3, Capela 8-12 3-3 19, Paul 3-8 

2- 2 10, Harden 7-21 11-12 28, Clark 0-0 0-0 
0, Faried 5-10 6-6 16, Shumpert 2-6 0-0 6, 
Green 2-9 0-0 6, Rivers 3-7 0-0 8. Totals 38- 
91 25-27 118. 

Charlotte 19 25 36 26-106 

Houston 38 33 22 25-118 

Three-point goals—Charlotte 16-41 
(Walker 6-6, Graham 2-5, Lamb 2-6, Ka¬ 
minsky 2-6, Monk 2-9, Bacon 1-4, Bridges 
1-5), Houston 17-43 (Gordon 5-12, Harden 

3- 9, Shumpert 2-3, Paul 2-4, Rivers 2-4, 
Green 2-6, Tucker 1-4, Faried 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Charlotte 39 
(Walker 10), Houston 55 (Capela 15). As¬ 
sists—Charlotte 23 (Walker 7), Houston 
25 (Harden 10). Total Fouls—Charlotte 20, 
Houston 17. Technicals—Charlotte coach 
Hornets (Defensive three second). Lamb. 
A-18,055 (18,500). 


Nets 103, Pistons 75 

DETROIT - Brown 2-4 0-0 5, Griffin 1-10 
7-8 10, Drummond 5-14 3-4 13, Jackson 3- 
8 0-0 6, Ellington 2-7 0-0 6, Leuer 0-3 0-0 0, 
Maker 2-6 0-0 5, Pachulia 1-4 0-0 2, Gallo¬ 
way 3-11 0-0 9, Smith 4-12 1-2 9, Kennard 
1-7 0-0 2, Robinson III 3-7 2-2 8, Thomas 
0-4 0-0 0. Totals 27-97 13-16 75. 

BROOKLYN - Harris 3-6 5-6 12, Kurucs 
6-8 0-0 13, Allen 5-6 1-2 11, Russell 5-13 
0-2 11, Crabbe 5-8 0-1 14, Hollis-Jefferson 
0-2 0-2 0, Dudley 0-2 0-0 0, Carroll 2-4 0-0 
5, Davis 1-4 1-2 3, Napier 0-0 0-0 0, Dinwid¬ 
dle 5-11 7-7 19, Pinson 1-2 0-0 3, LeVert 
6-13 0-0 12. Totals 39-79 14-22 103. 

Detroit 19 16 27 13- 75 

Brooklyn 27 34 27 15-103 

Three-point goals—Detroit 8-34 (Gal¬ 
loway 3-7, Ellington 2-6, Brown 1-3, Maker 

1- 4, Griffin 1-5, Jackson 0-1, Smith 0-1, 
Robinson III 0-2, Thomas 0-2, Kennard 0- 
3), Brooklyn 11-31 (Crabbe 4-6, Dinwiddle 

2- 7, Pinson 1-1, Kurucs 1-2, Carroll 1-2, 
Harris 1-3, Russell 1-6, Dudley 0-2, LeVert 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—De¬ 
troit 49 (Drummond 20), Brooklyn 53 
(Crabbe 10). Assists—Detroit 16 (Griffin 
6), Brooklyn 21 (Russell 7). Total Fouls— 
Detroit 22, Brooklyn 18. Technicals—Grif¬ 
fin. A-17,732 (17,732). 


Wizards 121, Kings 115 

SACRAMENTO - Hleld 6-21 2-3 15, 
Barnes 6-12 2-2 15, Cauley-Stein 5-9 0-2 
10, Fox 8-16 5-8 23, Bogdanovic 2-7 8-8 
13, Brewer 2-2 3-4 8, Giles III 5-10 2-3 12, 
Bjelica 5-10 2-2 15, Ferrell 0-1 0-0 0, Burks 
2-3 0-0 4. Totals 41-91 24-32 115. 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 5-14 0-0 11, 
Green 3-7 5-5 11, Portis 6-12 4-5 17, Sa- 
toransky 5-9 4-5 17, Beal 9-20 6-8 27, Park¬ 
er 7-13 1-2 18, Brown Jr. 1-3 3-4 6, Bryant 
0-2 2-2 2, Randle 4-6 2-2 12. Totals 40-86 
27-33 121. 

Sacramento 20 40 21 34-115 

Washington 28 31 31 31-121 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 9-27 
(Bjelica 3-5, Fox 2-3, Brewer 1-1, Bogda¬ 
novic 1-3, Barnes 1-5, Hleld 1-9, Giles III 
0-1), Washington 14-37 (Parker 3-5, Sa- 
toransky 3-6, Beal 3-9, Randle 2-4, Brown 
Jr. 1-1, Portis 1-2, Ariza 1-7, Green 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Sacra¬ 
mento 47 (Bjelica 12), Washington 47 
(Portis 13). Assists—Sacramento 28 (Fox 
8), Washington 29 (Beal 9). Total Fouls— 
Sacramento 25, Washington 25. Techni- 
cals-Satoransky. A-15,012 (20,356). 


Cavaliers 126, Raptors 101 

TORONTO - Leonard 11-19 0-3 25, 
Siakam 6-13 3-3 15, Gasol 1-6 0-1 2, Lowry 

5-8 0-0 14, Green 2-5 0-0 5, Powell 4-8 1-1 9, 
Anunoby 3-6 1-2 8, Miller 1-1 0-0 3, Bouch¬ 
er 0-1 2-2 2, Ibaka 3-6 2-3 8, Lin 3-9 1-2 8, 
McCaw 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 40-84 10-17 101. 

CLEVELAND - Osman 6-16 5-5 19, Love 

4-11 5-6 16, Zizic 8-12 1-1 17, Sexton 10-18 

4- 4 28, Knight 4-9 2-2 12, Adel 0-0 0-0 0, 
Frye 1-1 0-0 3, Chriss 0-3 0-0 0, Clarkson 

5- 11 1-1 14, Nwaba 4-6 0-0 9, Stauskas 2-7 
2-2 8. Totals 44-94 20-21 126. 

Toronto 24 31 22 24-101 

Cleveland 25 34 32 35-126 

Three-point goals—Toronto 11-39 

(Lowry 4-7, Leonard 3-8, Miller 1-1, Green 
1-3, Anunoby 1-3, Lin 1-5, McCaw 0-1, Iba¬ 
ka 0-2, Gasol 0-2, Powell 0-3, Siakam 0-4), 
Cleveland 18-41 (Sexton 4-7, Clarkson 3- 
7, Love 3-7, Stauskas 2-5, Knight 2-5, Os¬ 
man 2-6, Frye 1-1, Nwaba 1-2, Chriss 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Toronto 
43 (Leonard 9), Cleveland 51 (Love 18). 
Assists—Toronto 20 (Lowry 6), Cleveland 
27 (Osman 7). Total Fouls—Toronto 24, 
Cleveland 19. Technicals—Toronto coach 
Raptors (Defensive three second), Ibaka, 
Chriss, Nwaba. Ejected—Ibaka, Chriss. 
A-19,432 (20,562). 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/NFL 

Briefly 

Raiders’ 2019 deal 
set for vote Friday 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — A lease 
agreement to keep the Raiders in 
Oakland for at least one more sea¬ 
son is coming to a vote this week. 

The Coliseum Authority sched¬ 
uled a vote for Friday on a lease 
with the Raiders for 2019 with 
an option for 2020. The deal also 
must be approved by the Oakland 
City Council and the Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors but 
no hang-ups are expected after 
the Raiders and the Coliseum 
Authority worked out their last 
remaining issues this week. 

The Raiders will pay $7.5 mil¬ 
lion in rent for 2019 and have 
a $10.5 million option for 2020 
in case their new $1.8 billion, 
65,000-seat stadium in Las Vegas 
isn’t ready by then. 

Barring any setbacks in Las 
Vegas, this likely will be the 
Raiders’ final season in Oakland 
after moving back from Los An¬ 
geles in 1995. The Raiders began 
playing at the Coliseum in 1966 
and were there through the 1981 
season before going to Southern 
California. 

The Raiders had pulled out of 
lease extension talks after Oak¬ 
land sued the Raiders and the 
NFL over the planned move to 
Las Vegas. But with the team 
planning to practice at its facil¬ 
ity in Alameda in 2019, staying in 
the Bay Area was always the top 
priority. 

The Raiders had talks about 
sharing a stadium with the San 
Francisco Giants, but that was op¬ 
posed by the 49ers. The Raiders 
also could have looked into shar¬ 
ing Levi’s Stadium with the 49ers, 
although owner Mark Davis was 
opposed to that option. 

The NFL needed to get a final 
answer on where the Raiders will 
play this season in order to put to¬ 
gether the 2019 schedule. 

Tebow reassigned to 
minor leagues by Mets 

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — Tim 
Tebow was reassigned to minor 
league camp by the New York 
Mets after hitting .267 with one 
RBI in eight spring training 
games. 

The 31-year-old outfielder at¬ 
tended big league camp for the 
second straight year and is ex¬ 
pected to start the season at 
Triple-A Syracuse. The 2007 
Heisman Trophy winner went 
4-for-15 with no extra-base hits 
in 18 plate appearances during 
spring training. 

Tebow batted .273 with six 
home runs, 14 doubles and 36 
RBIs in 84 games for Double-A 
Binghamton last year. 

Woods no longer feeling 
pain in neck at Players 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 
— Tiger Woods says a sore neck 
that kept him out of Bay Hill last 


week is no longer painful. 

That doesn’t mean the end of 
neck pain down the road. Woods 
says with a fused lower back, the 
stress from a golf swing has to go 
somewhere. He says it started to 
bother him a little at Riviera, and 
then more the following week in 
Mexico City. 

Woods says his job is to make 
sure to stay fit and flexible. He 
used the word “pliable” three 
times during his news conference 
at The Players Championship. 

Woods is the only player in the 
144-man field at the TPC Saw- 
grass who has won The Players 
in March and in May. The tour¬ 
nament returns to March for the 
first time since 2006. 

Alaskan leads Iditarod 
with 77 miles to go 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — An 
Alaska musher is leading the 
world’s most famous sled dog race 
just miles from the finish. 

Pete Kaiser, from Bethel, Alas¬ 
ka, was the first musher to ar¬ 
rive at the checkpoint Tuesday in 
White Mountain. 

All mushers must take a man¬ 
datory eight-hour break at White 
Mountain before making the 
final 77-mile push to Nome in the 
1,000-mile race. 

Kaiser and defending champion 
Joar Ulsom of Norway are locked 
in a battle for the lead. Ulsom ar¬ 
rived in White Mountain 41 min¬ 
utes after Kaiser. 

Frenchman Nicolas Petit lost 
the lead and the race when his dog 
team quit running Monday. Petit 
later withdrew from the Iditarod 
and his dogs were transported off 
the trail by snowmobiles. 

The winner is expected in 
Nome early Wednesday. 

Osaka wins, Djokovic 
match delayed by rain 

INDIAN WELLS, Calif — 
Naomi Osaka rolled past Danielle 
Collins 6-4, 6-2 in the third round 
of the BNP Paribas Open on Mon¬ 
day night, keeping the world’s No. 
1 player on track to defend her 
title. 

Novak Djokovic, the top- 
ranked men’s player, held serve 
to win his opening game against 
Philipp Kohlschreiber in their 
night match. The German owned 
the advantage on his serve in the 
second game before rain began 
falling. The match was later sus¬ 
pended for the night. 

Osaka won her first career title 
at Indian Wells a year ago, pro¬ 
pelling her to a career-best year 
in which she defeated Serena Wil¬ 
liams for the US. Open title. She 
began this year winning the Aus¬ 
tralian Open and moving to the 
top of the rankings. 

Venus Williams is turning 
back her own clock, moving into 
the fourth round with a 6-2, 7-5 
victory over qualifier Christina 
McHale. 



Mark Tenally/AP 


Quarterback Nick Foies, who took over the starting duties for the playoffs the past two season and led 
Philadelphia to a Super Bowl victory, agreed to a four-year, $88 million contract with Jacksonville. 

Free agency roundup 


BIg-money offers roll In 
2 days before contracts 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Nick Foies is headed to Jack¬ 
sonville, Landon Collins to Washington and Trent 
Brown to Oakland. 

The big-money offers for NFL free agents began 
Monday, two days before they can sign contracts. 
Foies brings a Super Bowl pedigree to quarterback¬ 
ing the Jaguars, and Brown has a championship 
ring as he moves to the Raiders’ offensive line at left 
tackle. Safety Collins heads a few hours south from 
the New Jersey Meadowlands, where he could haunt 
his former team twice a year. 

All of Monday’s deals were confirmed by people 
with knowledge of the agreements who spoke to The 
Associated Press on the condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause nothing can be official until Wednesday. More 
deals were leaking out Tuesday as well. 

Foies has agreed to sign a four-year, $88 million 
contract with the Jaguars. The deal includes $50,125 
million guaranteed and could be worth up to $102 
million with incentives as he replaces Blake Bortles, 
who threw 103 touchdown passes in five seasons but 
was known more for inaccuracy and inconsistency 
that led to Jacksonville’s offensive instability. Bor¬ 
tles is expected to be released this week before a $1 
million roster bonus comes due Sunday. 

The Redskins agreed to sign the 25-year-old Col¬ 
lins to a six-year, $84 million deal with $45 million 
guaranteed. He led the Giants with 96 tackles last 
season, and his 437 since entering the NFL in 2015 
are the most among safeties in that time, but the Gi¬ 
ants opted not to give him the franchise tag. Collins 
fills one of Washington’s biggest needs on a defense 
that ranked 17th in the league last season. 

Brown was a real find for New England before 
last season, and his payday will come with the Raid¬ 
ers after agreeing to a four-year deal worth $66 mil¬ 
lion. He will receive $36.75 million guaranteed in 
the richest contract ever for an offensive lineman. 

Also: 

■ DeSean Jackson is close to returning to Phil¬ 
adelphia. The Eagles have agreed to acquire the 
wide receiver from Tampa Bay along with a 2020 
seventh-round draft pick for a sixth-round pick this 
year. The deal is contingent upon Jackson agreeing 


to a new contract. Five years ago, then-Eagles coach 
Chip Kelly released the three-time Pro Bowl pick 
following his best season. 

The Eagles also have agreed on a three-year con¬ 
tract with defensive tackle Malik Jackson, who spent 
the past three seasons with the Jaguars after play¬ 
ing his first four with Denver, earning one Super 
Bowl ring.. 

■ Seven-time Pro Bowl linebacker Terrell Suggs 
is leaving the Ravens. The 36-year-old Suggs has 
played all 16 of his seasons in Baltimore and said 
at the end of the 2018 season he wanted to spend his 
entire career with the Ravens. That won’t happen. 

■ Kansas City reached agreement with safety 
Tyrann Mathieu on a $42 million, three-year deal. 
The 26-year-old Mathieu was selected by Arizona 
in the third round of the 2013 draft after a stand¬ 
out career at LSU He showed glimpses of his ball¬ 
hawking, playmaking abilities with the Cardinals, 
earning a Pro Bowl selection during the 2015 sea¬ 
son, but also dealt with his share of injuries. 

He tore ligaments in his left knee in 2013 and in 
his right knee in late 2015. 

■ Buffalo agreed to sign tight end Tyler Kroft, 
running back Frank Gore, cornerback Kevin John¬ 
son and center Mitch Morse. 

■ Vikings tackle Sheldon Richardson agreed to a 
three-year, $39 million contract with Cleveland. 

■ The Detroit Lions addressed needs on both 
sides of the ball while reuniting their coach and 
general manager with former New England Patri¬ 
ots cornerback Justin Coleman and receiver Danny 
Amendola. 

Coleman agreed to a $36 million, four-year con¬ 
tract with the Lions. The Lions signed Amendola to 
a $5.75 million, one-year contract. 

■ The New York Jets have agreed to sign wide re¬ 
ceivers Jamison Crowder and Josh Bellamy, as well 
as Baltimore middle linebacker C. J. Mosley, a four¬ 
time Pro Bowl selection. 

■ Green Bay agreed to a deal with Denver pass 
rusher Za’Darius Smith for $66 million and four 
years, with $34.5 million in the first two years. 

That was after getting Chicago safety Adrian 
Amos with a $37 million, four-year deal. 

■ Oakland Raiders has agreed to a four-year con¬ 
tract with Rams safety Lamarcus Joyner. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


No. 1 Gonzaga blows out Pepperdine 

Bulldogs easily advance to WCC Tournament final 





John Locher/AP 

Gonzaga’s Zach Norvell Jr., left, drives around Pepperdine’s Eric Cooper Jr. during the 
first half of their West Coast Conference tournament semifinal game on Monday. 


By W.g. Ramirez 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Zach Norvell Jr. doesn’t 
believe there is a team in the country that 
can compete with No. 1 Gonzaga when it 
plays its best game. 

The Bulldogs made a strong case to back 
the junior guard’s boasts Monday night. 

Norvell scored 18 points and top-ranked 
Gonzaga beat Pepperdine 100-74 in the 
semifinals of the West Coast Conference 
Tournament. 

“When guys are clicking, we’re on the 
same page, and just sharing the ball. Coach 
yells at us a lot ‘Just make the right basket¬ 
ball play,’ Norvell said. “You’re rewarded 
when you play the game the right way. And 

1 think that’s something we’ve been trying 
to do a lot.” 

The top-seeded Bulldogs outrebounded 
Pepperdine 37-28, outscored the Waves 13- 

2 in second-chance points, 29-13 in bench 
points, and dominated the No. 8 seed in 
fast-break points, 16-2. 

Gonzaga (30-2) will look for its seventh 
straight WCC title Tuesday when it faces 
Saint Mary’s. 

Rui Hachimura scored 16 points, Bran¬ 
don Clarke added 15 and Josh Perkins 
and Corey Kispert each scored 11 for 
Gonzaga. 

“Just a terrific approach by the guys,” 
Gonzaga coach Mark Few said. “We had a 
lot of days off, you always wonder how that 
is going to play out. And to their credit, 
they came out and attacked the moment 
and really stayed with it. Even after half¬ 
time, they did a great job of really keeping 
the throttle down. Couldn’t have went any 
better as far as how we wanted to start this 
tournament.” 

Pepperdine had the luxury of warm¬ 
ing up with three games in three nights, 
while Gonzaga was playing its first game 
of the tournament, something that proved 
costly for San Francisco and BYU on Sat¬ 
urday, when they were upset by the Waves 
and San Diego, respectively, in their first 
games of the event. 

“I’ve been coming here for a while, since 
the AAU days, so I look at myself as a vet 
when I’m in Vegas,” Norvell said. “We look 
at it as a business trip, as we’ve been doing 


all year.” 

The Bulldogs — who came into the game 
ranked first in the nation in field-goal per¬ 
centage (53.4 percent), scoring margin 
(24.9 points per game) and scoring offense 
(89.8) — were all business and showed no 
rust whatsoever, going 39-for-62 (59.7 per¬ 
cent) from the field en route to their 21st 
straight victory by double digits. 

Gonzaga has won those games by an av¬ 
erage margin of 30.1 points. 

The Bulldogs have won 37 straight 
against Pepperdine, including a 92-64 
blowout in Spokane this season. 

The Waves (16-18) were led by Colbey 
Ross, who scored a game-high 20 points. 
Eric Cooper Jr. added 16 points, while Jade 
Smith had 14. 

“Gonzaga’s really good,” Pepperdine 
coach Lorenzo Romar said. “I know I’m 
stating the obvious, but I’ve been a head 
coach for 22 years, and was an assistant at 
UCLA that won a national championship 
and I just told my team, ‘I know what that 
looks like.’ They’re really good.” 

After falling behind 8-6, the Bulldogs 
erupted for a 23-5 run to seize control. 

Gonzaga, which closed as 24y2-point fa¬ 
vorite, never relinquished its double-digit 
lead after pulling ahead 24-13 with 9:40 
left in the first half 

The Bulldogs got a boost from the return 
of Killian Tillie, who played for the first 
time since partially tearing a ligament in 
his right foot in early February. Tillie was 
3-for-4 from the field in the first half, all 3- 
pointers, contributing during two separate 
scoring runs. 

Few said Tillie’s 5-on-5 practice time 
had been limited all week, and admittedly 
was winded after playing just 15 minutes. 

“In my mind that was kind of the two 
runs I wanted him to have, and now we can 
keep building on that,” Few said. “And ob¬ 
viously we need to see how the plantar fas¬ 
cia reacts to going tonight. It sounded good 
after he came off the bench.” 

Gonzaga didn’t waste any time in the 
second half, as it opened with a 17-5 run, 
and increased that streak to 32-12 to put 
the game out of reach. 

After shooting 58.6 percent in the first 
half, the Bulldogs were 20-for-33 (60.6 per¬ 
cent) over the final 20 minutes. 


Big picture 

Gonzaga: The return of Tillie invoked 
a huge roar from the sold-out crowd. The 
6-foot-lO junior from France had played 
in only nine games this season after miss¬ 
ing the first half of the season with a stress 
fracture in his ankle, and then re-injuring 
his foot with the ligament tear on Feb. 7. 
Tillie finished with nine points and six re¬ 
bounds in 15 minutes. 

Pepperdine: The top three-point shoot¬ 
ing team in the league during the regular 
season couldn’t find a groove. After hit¬ 
ting 14-for-28 from three-point range in 


a 17-point upset of San Francisco in the 
quarterfinals and going lO-for-19 against 
Loyola Marymount in the second round, 
the Waves shot 37.5 percent (9-for-24) from 
beyond the arc against Gonzaga. 

Up next 

Pepperdine: Despitefinishingtwogames 
under .500, the run to the West Coast semi¬ 
finals and a notable skipper in second-year 
coach Romar could garner an invite to one 
of the lower-level tournaments. 

Gonzaga: Will play Saint Mary’s in 
Tuesday’s championship game. 


Relief: Alabama, Furman among bubble teams with chances decreasing 



FROM BACK PAGE 


Darron Cummings/AP 

Indiana forward Juwan Morgan and the Hoosiers are hoping their 
momentum can carry them to a berth in the NCAA Tournament. 


Indiana: The Hoosiers (17-14) 
went 8-12 in Big Ten competi¬ 
tion but ended the regular season 
with four straight victories, in¬ 
cluding an 89-73 rout of Rutgers 
on Sunday. Indiana still has work 
to do and has a Big Ten Tourna¬ 
ment game on Thursday against 
Ohio State, another team on the 
bubble. 

Mississippi: A three-game skid 
had Ole Miss (20-11) sliding into 
bubble territory, but the Rebels 
likely secured an NCAA bid Sat¬ 
urday by rallying to win 73-68 at 
Missouri. 

Saint Mary’s: The Gaels (21- 
11) kept their at-large hopes alive 
by defeating San Diego 69-62 in 
a West Coast Conference semi¬ 
final late Monday night. That 
still might not be enough. Saint 
Mary’s entered Monday night’s 


game 37th in the NET rankings, 
but most bracket projections have 
suggested the Gaels will need to 
upset No. 1 Gonzaga in the WCC 
championship game Tuesday to 
reach the NCAA Tournament. 

Fading hopes 

Alabama: After ending the reg¬ 
ular season with three straight 
losses, Alabama (17-14) likely 
needs to make a deep run in the 
Southeastern Conference Tour¬ 
nament. Alabama faces Ole Miss 
in its first game Thursday. 

Florida: The Gators (17-14) fol¬ 
lowed up a five-game winning 
streak by losing three straight to 
fall back onto the bubble. 

Furman: The Paladins won at 
Villanova early this season and 
entered Monday 41st in the NET, 
but their semifinal loss to UNC 


Greensboro could put them be¬ 
hind the Spartans in the South¬ 
ern Conference pecking order if 
the selection committee chooses 
to give that league multiple bids. 

Ohio State: Although the 
Buckeyes (18-13) rallied from 
a 23-point deficit to force over¬ 
time Sunday against Wisconsin, 
they still fell 73-67 for their third 
straight loss. Ohio State finished 
the regular season 8-12 in Big 
Ten play. 

Texas: The Longhorns (16-15) 
have impressive nonconference 
wins over North Carolina and 
Purdue, but they’re barely over 
.500 and have dropped four of 
their last five games. The tailspin 
continued Saturday with a 69-56 
loss to fellow bubble team TCU. 
They’ll need to do some damage 
in the Big 12 Tournament. 
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Scoreboard 


Men’s conference tournaments 


Semifinals 
Tuesday, March 12 
Binghamton at Vermont 
Hartford at UMBC 

American Athietic Conference 
At Memphis, Tenn. 

First Round 
Thursday, March 14 
South Florida vs. UConn 
Memphis vs. Tulane 
Tulsa vs. SMU 

Wichita State vs. East Carolina 
Quarterfinais 
Friday, March 15 
Houston vs. South Florida/UConn 
UCF vs. Memphis/Tulane 
Cincinnati vs. Tulsa/SMU 
Temple vs. Wichita St./East Carolina 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
At Charlotte, NX. 

First Round 
Tuesday, March 12 
Miami vs. Wake Forest 
Georgia Tech vs. Notre Dame 
Boston College vs. Pittsburgh 
Second Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
N.C. State vs. Clemson 
Virginia Tech vs. Miami/Wake Forest 
Louisville vs. Georgia Tech/Notre Dame 
Syracuse vs. BC/Pittsburgh 
Atlantic Sun Conference 
Championship 
Sunday, March 10 
Liberty 74, Lipscomb 68 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
At New York 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
George Washington vs. UMass 
Richmond vs. Fordham 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 14 
Rhode Island vs. La Salle 
George Mason vs. GW/UMass 
Duquesne vs. Saint Joseph’s 
Saint Louis vs. Richmond/Fordham 
Big East Conference 
At New York 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
Providence vs. Butler 
St. John’s vs. DePaul 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 14 
Villanova vs. Providence/Butler 
Xavier vs. Creighton 
Marquette vs. St. John’s/DePaul 
Seton Hall vs. Georgetown 
Big Sky Conference 
At Boise, Idaho 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
Northern Arizona vs. Sacramento St. 
Southern Utah vs. Idaho State 
Montana State vs. Idaho 

Big South Conference 
Sunday, March 10 
Gardner-Webb 76, Radford 65 
Big Ten Conference 
At Chicago 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
Rutgers vs. Nebraska 
Illinois vs. Northwestern 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 14 
Ohio State vs. Indiana 
Maryland vs. Rutgers/Nebraska 
Minnesota vs. Penn State 
Iowa vs. Illinois/Northwestern 
Big 12 Conference 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
TCU VS. Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma vs. West Virginia 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 14 
Baylor vs. Iowa State 
Kansas State vs. TCU/Oklahoma State 
Texas Tech vs. Oklahoma/West Vir- 

Kansas vs. Texas 

Big West Conference 
At Anaheim, Calif. 

First Round 
Thursday, March 14 

UC Santa Barbara vs. Cal State North- 
ridge 

Cal State Fullerton vs. UC Davis 
UC Irvine vs. UC Riverside 
Hawaii vs. Long Beach State 

Colonial Athletic Association 
At North Charleston, S.C. 
Semifinals 
Monday, March 11 

Hofstra 78, Delaware 74, OT 
Northeastern 70, Coll, of Charleston 67 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 12 
Hofstra vs. Northeastern 
Conference USA 
At Frisco, Texas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
Louisiana Tech vs. FAU 
UAB vs. Middle Tennessee 
FlU vs. North Texas 
Marshall vs. Rice 

Horizon League 
At Detroit 
Semifinals 
Monday, March 11 
N. Kentucky 64, Oakland 63 
Wright St. 66, Green Bay 54 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 12 
N. Kentucky vs. Wright St. 

Ivy League 
At New Haven, Conn. 

First Round 
Saturday, March 16 
Harvard vs. Pennsylvania 
Yale vs. Princeton 


Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
At Albany, N.Y. 
Championship 
Monday, March 11 

Iona 81, Monmouth (NJ) 60 
Mid-American Conference 
First Round 
Monday, March 11 
Akron 80, Miami (Ohio) 51 
Ball St. 61, E. Michigan 43 
Cent. Michigan 81, W. Michigan 67 
N. Illinois 80, Ohio 61 

At Cleveland 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 14 
Buffalo vs. Akron/Miami 
Kent St. vs. C. Michigan/W. Michigan 
Toledo vs. Northern Illinois/Ohio 
Bowling Green vs. E. Michigan/Ball 
State 

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
At Norfolk, Va. 

First Round 
Monday, March 11 

Delaware St. 71, Savannah St. 67 
Tuesday, March 12 
Maryland Eastern Shore vs. S.C. State 
Coppin State vs. Morgan State 
Missouri Valley Conference 
Championship 
Sunday, March 10 
Bradley 57, Northern Iowa 54 
Mountain West Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
Boise State vs. Colorado State 
New Mexico vs. Wyoming 
Air Force vs. San Jose State 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 14 
Nevada vs. Boise State/Colo. State 
San Diego State vs. UNLV 
Utah State vs. New Mexico/Wyoming 
Fresno State vs. Air Force/San Jose St. 
Northeast Conference 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 12 
Fairleigh Dickinson vs. Saint Francis 
Ohio Valley Conference 
Championship 
Saturday, March 9 
Murray State 75, Belmont 65 
Pacific-12 Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
Southern Cal vs. Arizona 
Colorado vs. California 
UCLA vs. Stanford 
Oregon vs. Washington State 
Patriot League 
Championship 
Wednesday, March 13 
Colgate at Bucknell 

Southeastern Conference 
At Nashville, Tenn. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 
Missouri vs. Georgia 
Texas A&M vs. Vanderbilt 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 14 
Florida vs. Arkansas 
Auburn vs. Missouri/Georgia 
Mississippi vs. Alabama 
Mississippi State vs. Texas A&M/Van- 
derbilt 


Southern Conference 
At Asheville, N.C. 

Championship 
Monday, March 11 

Wofford 70, UNC Greensboro 58 

Southland Conference 
At Katy, Texas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 13 

Lamar vs. Houston Baptist 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christ! vs. Central 
Arkansas 

Southwestern Athletic Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 12 

Arkansas-Pine Bluff at Grambling 
State 

Alcorn State at Prairie View A&M 
Alabama State at Jackson State 
Southern University at Texas Southern 

Summit League 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Semifinals 
Monday, March 11 

N. Dakota St. 76, W. Illinois 73 
Omaha 61, Purdue Fort Wayne 60 

Championship 
Tuesday, March 12 
N. Dakota St. vs. Omaha 

Sun Belt Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 12 
Arkansas State at South Alabama 
Appalachian St. at Louisiana-Monroe 
At New Orleans 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 14 
Louisiana-Lafayette vs. S. Alabama/ 
Arkansas State 

Coastal Carolina vs. Louisiana-Mon- 
roe/Appalachian State 

West Coast Conference 
At Las Vegas 
Semifinals 
Monday, March 11 
Gonzaga 100, Pepperdine 74 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 69, San Diego 62 
Championship 
Tuesday, March 12 
Gonzaga vs. St, Mary’s 

Western Athletic Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Thursday, March 14 
New Mexico State vs. Chicago State 
Texas-Rio Grande Valley vs. Cal State 
Bakersfield 

Utah Valley vs. UMKC 
Grand Canyon vs. Seattle 


Wofford rallies to crown 


Hoover leads No. 20 Terriers’ 16-0 run to stop UNC Greensboro bid 


By Steve Reed 
Associated Press 

ASHEVILLE, N.C. — Nathan Hoover is the guy 
who never stops competing in Wofford practices re¬ 
gardless of the situation. 

That feistiness carried over to the Southern Con¬ 
ference Tournament championship game on Mon¬ 
day night. 

The junior guard scored all 20 of his points in the 
second half on 5-for-6 shooting from the field and 
went 8-for-8 from the 
foul line as No. 20 Wof¬ 
ford battled back to de¬ 
feat UNC Greensboro 
70-58 to win the tourna¬ 
ment title and earn an 
automatic berth in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

“That’s the way I grew 
up — whatever you do, 
you do with all you got,” 
Hoover said. “I’m a very 
emotional person, and 
I know when I get that 
way I can get the fans 
and my teammates fired up. And when I do I know 
we are very tough to beat.” 

Tournament MVP Fletcher Magee also scored 
20 points and Cameron Jackson had 15 points and 
seven rebounds as Wofford (29-4) completed a 
perfect season against conference foes, going 18-0 
in the regular season and winning three games in 
three days in the tournament. 

It’s the fifth time in 10 seasons that Wofford will 
play in the NCAA Tournament — and coach Mike 


Young knows this is his most talented team. 

“This is a really good basketball team,” Young 
said. “Don’t give me that mid-m^or stuff and all 
that garbage. This is what you see. This is a big, tal¬ 
ented team that can score and I cannot wait to play 
again in that great, great tournament.” 

Francis Alonso scored 21 points and Isaiah Miller 
had 19 for UNC Greensboro. 

UNC Greensboro (28-6), which lost to Wofford by 
30 and 29 points in the regular season, led most of 
the game and was hoping to pull the upset and steal 
a tournament berth from a bubble team. 

But the Spartans couldn’t hold the lead. 

UNC Greensboro led 55-50 with 5:41 left before 
the Terriers went on a 16-0 run, holding the Spar¬ 
tans without a basket for more than 4y2 minutes. 

Hoover brought the Terriers back on two differ¬ 
ent occasions with individual 8-0 runs. 

He scored eight straight points to give Wofford its 
first lead at 50-49 with 12:30 left in the game. 

Then, with his team down five. Hoover made a 
floater, a three-pointer and three foul shots to put 
Wofford up 58-55 with 3:23 remaining. A minute 
later he got a crucial steal and converted two foul 
shots to put the Terriers up by seven. 

“Some guys had brain farts in the second half and 
(Wofford) executed off of that,” Miller said of the 
Spartans’ late collapse. 

Young said Hoover was his player of the game. 

“He put us on his shoulders when you get right 
down to it,” Young said. 

Hoover said he took advantage of open looks cre¬ 
ated by the Spartans paying so much attention to 
Magee and Jackson. 

“I was able to get open shots and they went down,” 
Hoover said. “It just boosted everything.” 


Don’t give me 
that mid-major 
stuff and aii 
that garbage. 

... This is a big, 
taiented team 
that can score. ^ 

Mike Young 

Wofford coach 


Iona wins 4th straight MAAC title 



Hans Pennink/AP 


Iona guard Rickey McGill, left, scores in front of Monmouth guard 
Ray Salnave during the second half of the Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference tournament championship on Monday. 


By John Kekis 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — Coach Tim 
Cluess has set the bar pretty 
high at Iona. It’s what he’s used to 
doing. 

Asante Gist had 22 points, 
Tgjuan Agee added 18 and top- 
seeded Iona defeated Monmouth 
81-60 on Monday night to win the 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Confer¬ 
ence and become the first team to 
win four straight league titles. 

“It means a lot to me because 
I wanted to do something special 
for Iona because they believed in 
me and gave me a chance,” Cluess 
said. “I always look to bars to try 
to beat.” 

E.J. Crawford had 15 points, 
Ben Perez scored 14, and Rickey 
McGill added 10 for Iona. Mc¬ 
Gill, the only player to be on four 
conference champions in league 
history, was named tournament 
MVP. 

The Gaels (17-15) started the 
season 2-9, losing seven straight 
before beating Monmouth at 
home. They will enter the NCAA 
Tournament riding a 10-game 
winning streak. 

“It just shows how much time 
we put in the gym as a team, how 
we never quit, never gave up, and 
here we are now,” McGill said. 

Monmouth (14-21), the sixth 
seed, was seeking its first NCAA 
Tournament berth since 2006. 

“Today we lost to a better team, 
which is hard for me to say be¬ 
cause I don’t really believe it,” 
said Diago Quinn, who led the 
Hawks with 13 points, the only 


player in double figures. “But we 
lost to a better team.” 

Trailing by six at the half, the 
Hawks pulled within 41-38 on 
Nick Rutherford’s three-pointer 
with 17:20 left, but the Gaels re¬ 
sponded with a 20-2 spurt keyed 
by the long ball. The Hawks self- 
destructed, missing five straight 
shots and committing one turn¬ 
over during the Iona run. 

Iona finished 12-for-29 from 
behind the arc, allowed only five 
on 24 three-point shots, and tied 
Monmouth with 34 rebounds. 

Gist, who was 5-for-9 from long 
range, hit a trio of three-pointers 
and Crawford converted a three- 


point play and hit a spinning 
layup off the glass before adding 
a pair of free throws to give Iona a 
60-40 lead with 12:41 left. 

“It’s a funny thing getting to the 
championship game because at 
some point somebody is going to 
lose,” Rice said. “Iona is a tough 
out. We’ve tried everything. You 
gotta give coach Cluess all the 
credit. He really gets his kids to 
play together. That’s why they’re 
the best program in the MAAC.” 

Leading scorer Ray Salnave hit 
his only basket of the game for 
Monmouth midway through the 
second half By then, the Hawks 
were trailing by 22. 
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Heated exchange 

Westbrook confronts fans during 
win at Salt Lake City » Page 28 
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Kathy Kmonicek/AP 


Wofford players, from left, Alex Michael, Donovan Theme-Love, Keve Aluma, Drew Cottrell, Chevez Goodwin and Storm Murphy celebrate their team's 70-58 victory over 
UNC Greensboro for the ^uthern Conference Tournament championship on Monday in Asheville, N.C. 


Wofford’s conference title rally helps some bubble teams breathe easier 


By Steve Megargee 
Associated Press 

Wofford made plenty of NCAA 
Tournament at-large candidates 
nervous before doing them all a 
favor. 

The 20th-ranked Terriers 
trailed most of the way before 
closing with a 20-3 run to outlast 
UNC Greensboro 70-58 on Mon¬ 
day night in the Southern Confer¬ 
ence Tournament championship 
game at Asheville, N.C. 

Wofford has won 20 consecu¬ 
tive games and entered Monday 
14th in the NET rankings, which 


have replaced the RPI as a factor 
in NCAA Tournament selection. 
So the Terriers almost certainly 
had done enough to warrant an 
NCAA Tournament bid even if 
they’d lost Monday. 

But a UNC Greensboro vic¬ 
tory likely would have given the 
Southern Conference multiple 
bids and reduced the number of 
available at-large invitations for 
potential bubble teams such as 
Indiana, Belmont and North Car¬ 
olina State. 

Of course, there’s still the pos¬ 
sibility the Southern Conference 


could get more than one school in 
the 68-team field anyway. 

UNC Greensboro (28-6) is hop¬ 
ing it can take a spot from one of 
those other bubble teams. The 
Spartans, who entered Monday 
57th in the NET rankings, can 
make a pretty strong argument. 

They won a Southern Confer¬ 
ence semifinal with Furman, 
which owns a 25-7 record and was 
ranked in the Associated Press 
Top 25 this season. They led Wof¬ 
ford for more than 33 minutes be¬ 
fore fading down the stretch. 

History suggests that might not 


be enough. The Southern Confer¬ 
ence has never received an NCAA 
Tournament at-large invitation. 

Here’s a look at the rising and 
falling fortunes of some other 
bubble teams: 

On the rise 

Clemson: The Tigers (19-12) 
strengthened their credentials 
by ending the regular season 
Saturday with a 67-55 victory 
over Syracuse. Clemson finished 
9-9 in Atlantic Coast Conference 
competition to tie North Caro¬ 
lina State for eighth place in the 


league standings. Those two 
teams will meet Wednesday in 
an ACC Tournament matchup of 
bubble teams. 

Georgetown: The Hoyas still 
have plenty of work to do but 
helped their cause Saturday by 
winning 86-84 at No. 23 Mar¬ 
quette, which was ranked 16th at 
the time of the game. Georgetown 
(19-12) has won three of its last 
four games but must fare well in 
the Big East Tournament to have 
any realistic chance of making 
the field. 

SEE RELIEF ON PAGE 30 


Big-money offers start rolling in 
for NFL free agents » Page 29 


No. 1 Gonzaga overwhelms Pepperdine 
in WCC tournament semifinal» Page 30 















